
March 2005 Volume 11 Issue 2

Orillia Museum of Art 
and History

30 Peter Street South
Orillia, Ontario  L3V 5A9

Tel. 705-326-2159
Fax 705-326-7828

Email: 
info@orilliamuseum.org
www.orilliamuseum.org

In This Issue
Message from the Director............. 1
Chairman’s Report ......................... 2
Our Two Cents Worth .................... 2
Collectors Evening......................... 2
Vice Regal Jewels .......................... 3 
OMAH Exhibition Schedule.......... 4
Education Update........................... 4
Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner....... 4
Promotional Poster......................... 4

Muse News is published by the 
Orillia Museum of Art & History and 

is available free of charge with a 
current membership.  The Museum 

acknowledges the ýnancial assistance 
of its Members and Supporters.  The 

Museum is a registered charitable 
organization No. 13723 0587 RR0001.

Message from the Director

As we creep toward spring, the museum continues to grow and unfold 
in its new residence in the heart of downtown Orillia.  With Orillia 
Private Collections, the second of 2005ôs exhibitions up and running, 

the museum is now operating in full swing and we are moving from a ñbuildingò 
to a ñsustaining operationsò mindset.  
In two months, the museum will ofýcially open on May 6, in time for a jam-
packed season of heritage and commercial events.  OMAH will be taking part in 
the Historica Fair at the Simcoe County Museum in April, Doors Open Orillia in 
May, the Downtown Orillia Arts & Entertainment Festival in June, celebrations 
in Couchiching Park on July 1, and many, many other events and festivals that 
crop up as the days get longer and the water warmer.
From September 2004 to the 2005 Annual General meeting in May, OMAH will 
have delivered over three dozen education programs to local schools (one-third 
in our new education space), and our staff and volunteers will have addressed 
approximately 1000 people in various service and business clubs.  
OMAH has begun taking part in local and provincial heritage initiatives including 
the Orillia Municipal Planning Forum and the Group of Seven 85th anniversary 
celebration (see Exhibition Schedule, p. 3).  We have embarked on       what I 
see as an ambitious but deýnitely achievable exhibition schedule that will only 
improve over the years as support grows and OMAH develops into a truly great 
heritage institution.  
OMAHôs Board Chairman, Jean Sarjeant, attended the Rotary Club of Orillia 
and Rotary Club of Orillia-Lake Country banquet last month and accepted a 
generous cheque of $15,000 raised and given in celebration of the Rotary Clubsô 
100th anniversary.  The money is to be used for a new art storage system and the 
furbishment of our Childrenôs Discovery Gallery off the main gallery.  OMAH 
is very grateful to both Rotary Clubs for choosing us as the recipient, and for the 
time Rotary members have volunteered toward this project.  Please come in and 
bring your children or grandchildren to test out the Discovery Gallery next time 
you visit the museum!
Just a reminder that OMAH is still looking for works by Franklin Carmichael 
for our upcoming In the Spirit of Carmichael exhibition (April 27 to July 9).  If 
anyone has or knows of anyone who has works by Carmichael or featuring him 
and is interested in lending those work(s) to OMAH for May, June and July, 
2005, please contact OMAH. 
Last but not least, OMAH will be hosting ñCollectorôs Eveningò on Tuesday, 
March 22nd from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  This will give members an opportunity to both 
see the newest exhibition and chat with people who have lent works to the show.  
Many of us go about knowing what weôd like to have, but are not sure about how 
to quite achieve it.  At Collectorôs Evening you can ask the questions youôve 
always wondered about with regard to collecting art, artifacts or memorabilia.  
We look forward to seeing you there.
Sim Salata, Director/Curator
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Is spring really going to come?  As I 
write this, it is snowing and blowing 
and it feels like the middle of January, 
not the beginning of March. But I am 
optimistic about spring coming, and I 
know that we will all welcome it with 
open arms.
OMAH is moving ahead with many of 
its planned programs and exhibitions.  
The Director/Curator, has been busy 
arranging for a wonderful new show 
called ñOrillia Private Collectionsò 
and the name says it all.  Many pieces 
from OMAH members and Orillia 
citizens will be on display until April 
23rd, and what interesting pieces they 
are!!  I think everyone who sees the 
exhibition will be surprised at the 
variety of items on display.
I must mention our Volunteers at this 
point - to thank those who come in 
to assist at the museum so faithfully. 
We have a few new ñsittersò for the 
gallery area itself, as we now require 
more persons to keep an eye on 
the displays. However, WE NEED 
MORE OF YOU TO COME IN AND 
ASSIST WITH THIS TASK!  Bring  
a book, or your knitting or crocheting, 
and we will supply the comfortable 
chair. It really is easy, no pressure, 
and you will meet lots of interesting 
people.  Your assistance will help 
keep our museum a wonderful, 
vibrant place to come for a visit.  We 
are open from 10 until 4 ýve days 
a week, and we would like to have 
someone cover each morning and/or 
afternoon. We will be þexible and try 
to accommodate your schedule.  If 
you are interested, consider the time 
spent a lesson in history and art - it 
really is enjoyable!!
We also need more volunteers for the 
gift shop area.  I know a lot of people 
are shy of the computer, but really, it 
is easy.  If I can manage it - YOU can 
do it too!!  Please come in and give us 
a morning or afternoon that suits your 
schedule, and we will gladly help you 
learn the new system.

I want to thank those people who 
ýlled in for me this past January and 
February when I was so very ill. Your 
help to Sim was much appreciated.  I 
did receive many cards, and to all of 
you - thank you so much.  It is nice 
to know that one is being thought of 
when one is down.
I am off to Portugal for a month 
with my husband, Dave.  We are 
both looking forward to rest and 
recuperation after a hard winter.
Come in and visit the museum, see 
whatôs going on, and enjoy the new 
building and all it has to offer.  I am 
sure many of you will be surprised 
at the changes that have taken place.   
See you in mid April!!
Jean E. Sarjeant, Chairman

Collectors Evening
Tuesday, March 22, 2005, 

7 ï 8:30 p.m.
OMAHõs Orillia Private 
Collections exhibition 
opening  is one you will not 
want to miss.  Highlights 
include the oldest known 
painting of Orillia, a work 
by Sir Frederick Banting, 
and a òmysteryó First 
Nations work.  
The exhibition is loosely 
arranged into pre-Twentieth 
Century, Modern, First 
Nations and non-Western 
collections.

Our Two Cents Worth- 

Wednesday, April 10 ï Michael Buss ï ñThe Fur 
Tradeò History Speaker
Wednesday, May 18 ï Fred Addis ï ñThe Royal 
Visitò History Speaker
By the time you receive this, we will have enjoyed 
the March presentation by Janice Reinhard of 
the Womenôs Institute.  This organization was 
founded one hundred years ago, at the same time 
as the Rotary Club.  It gave women an arena for 
leadership and self- education at home and in the community before Canadian 
women had the vote or many other civil rights.
Our members have been coming out in enthusiastic crowds despite the long and 
capricious winter.  Our February speaker, Bruce Rae, is a descendent of Sir Sam 
Steele.  We have all heard of Sir Samôs accomplishments and triumphs, but it 
was a little saddening to learn that his career was not all smooth sailing.  His 
dynamic leadership style ran up against what he described as ñpolitical hacks 
and proýteers.ò Relieved of his command of the Northwest Mounted Police, he 
was commissioned by the British authorities to recruit an expeditionary force 
for the South African War.  Two thousand men from the Canadian and American 
prairies applied for the six hundred positions offered ï attracted by Steeleôs 
reputation for courage, integrity, and fair-mindedness.
In January, Dr. Richard Johnston told the bizarre tale of the personality and 
career of Sir Harry Oakes, who made a fortune as a solitary prospector and lost 

Donôt miss the 9th Annual Womenôs Show at Zephyr, located in the lower 
level of the LaMezzaluna Cafe, 133 Mississaga St. E. Exhibition runs 
March 15 to 26; hours are Tuesday to Saturday, 11 - 4.   



Page 3

Vice Regal Jewels
Governor General Adrienne Clarkson is the subject of 
a local media watch.
Clarkson has style and jewellery to go with it. She 

has been spotted several times 
in newspapers, magazines 

and on the Internet sporting 
some pretty fancy baubles. 

A Toronto Star photo  of 
September 24 shows the 

Canadian head of state 
wearing a Family 

Jewel in the company 
of Vladimir Putin.

The Clarkson 
bauble was 

crafted by Pam Allen in her shop and emporium in 
beautiful downtown Marchmont. 
The accompanying November 11 photo shows a 
porcupine bracelet also produced by Pam.
ñClarkson bought ten pieces at the Muskoka Craft Fair 
in Bracebridge,ò Pam reports. Some are in the Vice 
Regal collection; others are proffered as gifts in the 
world of celebrity politics.
Pam has been crafting jewellery for eight years. Many 
of her brooches are pinned on prominent chests from 
Orillia to Ottawa.

Local Artist Profile

his life to the brutal attack of an unknown assailant in his 
luxurious retirement in the Caribbean.
It has been a brutal winter for þu and pneumonia.  Olive 
reports that Clarke Brillinger has been in hospital and is 
now having a transition stay at Champlain Manor, until he 
has enough strength to come home at Easter.  We send our 
warmest wishes to Isabel and Clarke for a good recovery 
as they have to lean on each other.
 March is the month when the History Committee begins 
searching for new faces to participate in its many activities.  
We do not have formal elections any more, but we try to 
act as a nominating committee would, and bring forward 
new talent each year. There are so many different projects 
on hand ï the bus tours, the Speakers series, the new 
publication opportunities, to name a few.  We are much in 
need of a recording secretary for the monthly committee 
meetings.  Would you like to be an active part of the 
History Committee or one of its sub-groups?  The current 
History Committee will end its term and start afresh at the 
end of May.
Last Fall the OMAH Board asked the History Committee 
to help OMAH to move forward into 2005 as one body 
with a common purpose. With this in mind, the History 
Committee will endeavour to:

 Continue to fulýll with excellence the activities   
 deýned in the Committeeôs Terms of Reference: 

 speakers evenings, publications, ýeld trips,    
 scholarships, social gatherings, historical liaisons.  

 Maintain effective collaboration with other groups in  
 the OMAH structure of professional staff and 
 volunteers.

 Encourage a wider range of OMAH members to   
 attend and enjoy our regular History Speakers   
 presentations.

 Over the long term, work toward further restoration   
 of the Sir Sam Steele Building, allowing audiences to  
 assemble on the Museum premises, instead of   
 elsewhere.  

 Commit ourselves to make a substantial annual   
 donation to the Museum operations, from our   
 revenue-producing events.

 Provide volunteer support for Historical exhibits as   
 planned and created by Museum staff.

 Build up the Allan Ironside History Scholarship Fund  
 in order to make it sustainable on a permanent basis. 

 Assist in the development of more educational units   
 of History topics for the Museumôs outreach   
 programs.

 Support awards for student essays on History topics,  
 in cooperation with local secondary school teaching   
 staff.

 Offer to other OMAH committees the successful   
 model of our Terms of Reference and Modus   
 Operandi.

 Participate in the anticipated review and redesign of   
 OMAHôs Constitution and governance practices.
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On January 15th, OMAHôs historical wing hosted 
the 7th annual Sir John A. Macdonald Celebration 

Dinner.  The 170 guests were pleased with the new 
venue, Kewadin Inn, praising the quality of the food 
and the ambience of the room. 
The guest speaker, Sean Conway, was an MPP of 
considerable reputation.  His address, an entertaining 
blend of fact and wit, was judged one of the best yet. 
To procure an appropriate speaker for the annual Sir 
John A. dinner can often be a difýcult process--long and 
frantic and frustrating.  Not so for next year, however, 
because Hugh Segal has agreed to be our guest speaker 
on January 14th, 2006. 
Wally Bremner, Chair of the Dinner Committee

Brand new promotional posters have arrived at the Orillia 
Museum of Art & History. The striking image on the poster 
shows the silhouette of Brian Flemming, Clockmaker, 
ýxing the clock in the  Sir Sam Steele tower. A sidebar 
image is that of the entire clock tower. 
The posters have been delivered to Orillia secondary and 
elementary schools by Jim Watt and Wally Bremner. The 
goal is to have a poster in every classroom in Orillia. 
The cost of producing this poster was sponsored by 
the following: Ontario Teachers Federation, Orillia 
District Labour Council, UFCW Canada: United Food 
and Commercial Workers Union Canada, the Ontario 
Federation of Labour and It Just Works Software 
Corporation. Our sincere thanks to all of our sponsors in 
this project. If you know of any good locations for the 
posters, please contact OMAH. 

OMAH ðExhibition Schedule
Orillia Private Collections
March 1 to April 23, 2005
Orillia Student Show
April 30 to May 31, 2005
Joanna McEwen ð Mrs. Tom Morrison (Steps Out)
July 12 to August 13, 2005 
Passages to Freedom:  Secrets of the Underground Railroad

October 3 to November 28, 2005

OMAHôs Education programs 
have been well attended in 
the 2004 - 2005 academic 
year.  In the early New Year, 
an Education Open House 
was held for teachers as an 
opportunity for them to learn 
more about programs on offer 
and curriculum connections.  
Since January, ñLearning 
on Tourò has provided 17 
programs in local schools, 

reaching a total of 292 students.  The Museumôs education 
space opened in March.  Since then, several school groups 
have attended programs on site, with more booked for the 
spring.  ñLearning on Tourò will continue so that local 
teachers have the choice whether to bring their students 
to the Museum or to have programs delivered to their 
schools.
March Break ñArt Attackò camps were a 
huge success with near capacity numbers 
each day. Students created prints and 
Chinese dragon kites and learned to ñpaint 
like Picassoò using pastels and acrylics.

Education Update

éand from the Olive Branché
A couple of rules of life: 
If you are too open minded your brains will fall out.
Eat well, stay ýt, die anyway.

Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner


