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Message from the Director

MuseNews

Well, to say the least, itôs been rather exciting to work at OMAH over the 
last month!  While some exhilaration is good (i.e. our Grand Opening 
and Carmichael / 11th Annual Orillia Student Exhibition openings), I 

agree with my grandmotherôs adage that everything should be in moderation.  Iôm 
sure you would agree that a frantic call regarding a ýre in the building next door 
to you is an excitement that you donôt want to experience anytime, let alone when 
you are looking forward to watching a movie and getting a good nightôs sleep!  
Still, we (and I think ñweò covers everyone who has ever visited or will visit the 
Sir Sam Steele Building ï local or not, Canadian or not) were very lucky.  The ýre, 
smoke and water damage from the night of April 26 could have been much, much 
worse.  During the ensuing battle to contain the þames, the ýre department cut 
the power to the Sir Sam Steele Building and the museumôs intake fans therefore 
stopped, fortunately resulting in almost negligible smoke damage compared to 
other businesses further away that had smoke damage that resulted in having to 
clean the air, walls, carpets, etc. from top to bottom, including repainting.
I must take the time here to thank the volunteers who called (I ýelded over 60 
phone calls on the day after alone) offering their help in the days following the 
ýre.  OMAH was in between exhibitions, so their help was incredibly important 
in getting us back on a timeline.  Though 
the Carmichael and student shows were a 
few days late in being hung, the student 
show opened on time to a great number of 
attendees on May 4 and we were able to 
celebrate Carmichaelôs birthday as planned.  
Just a reminder that our May to July events 
are fast approaching.  Doors Open Orillia will 
take place Saturday May 28 and Sunday May 
29, overlapping with Orilliaôs Downtown 
Arts & Entertainment Festival, both in which 
OMAH will be participating.  If you have 
friends or relatives visiting, make sure you 
drop by, as admission will be free from May 
27 to 29.
OMAHôs summer education programs have 
now been scheduled for ages 5-12 (see pink 
insert) and we are ready to take registrations.  
This yearôs Art Start programs for 5-to-7 year-
olds will run in the mornings and afternoons 
for two weeks and the programs for 8-to-12 
year-olds will run all day for the other six weeks.  These fun, quality, art-centered 
programs are a great way to break up a week-long visit by grandchildren!  Parents 
love our teachers and OMAH loves kids, so book now to make sure your little 

continued on page 2...



Chairmanõs Report
THANK YOU !!
 A very special thank you to Chris 
Symes of the Hour Glass studio for 
donating  the stunning stained glass 
window that is now in the gift shop.  
If you have not been in the shop 
since our grand opening May 6th, you 
should really drop in to have a look.  
The window faces Peter Street, and in 
the afternoon when the sun is coming 
through, it is really striking.  Chrisôs 
husband, Doug, assisted Chris with 
the installation. Over the years we 
have sold many pieces of beautiful 
stained glass works by Chris, and 
this is one of the ýnest examples 
her talent. Thank you, Chris, we will 
receive much enjoyment from your 
gift over the coming years.
 Our Friday night opening with 
Lieutenant Governor the Honourable  
James K. Bartleman in attendance was 
beyond oneôs wildest expectations. 
Although the crowd was very large, I 
think everyone enjoyed the festivities. 

Mariposa Market for the delicious 
birthday cake that was donated for 
Franklin Carmichaelôs birthday 
bash on May 4 th.  A fun time was 
had by all. The cake was certainly 
appreciated by everyone who came in 
that day to see the new exhibits that 
included the Carmichael exhibition 
as well as the Student Works that are 
still on display until the end of May.  
Carmichaelôs show will remain up 
until July 9.
 I know that I probably have missed 
some names above, but my feelings 
are that everyone pitched in to make 
this a memorable event. Last but not 
least, OMAHôs new Director/Curator 
was responsible for much of the 
organization of the celebration week, 
and she must receive a ñwell doneò.  
Thank you, Sim, so very much.
  Jean Sarjeant,
Chairman 

The music provided by Mike Milner 
and Will Davis was superb and the 
food preparation by many of our 
volunteer members was delicious.  
I am going to attempt to list all the 
names of the volunteers who worked 
so hard for our very special evening 
and if I have missed any names, please 
forgive me.  They are ïElaine Milner, 
Lucy McGarvey, Amber McGarvey, 
Leslie Town, Sue Mulcahy, Jackie 
Mulcahy, Liz Schamehorn, Marilyn 
Dennis, Michael Cockburn, Pierre L. 
Moreau, Kim Wynott, Amy McKee, 
and of course, two of Orilliaôs ýnest 
policemen Barry Keane, Jim Martin 
and Insp. Jim Szarka. The wine 
goblets were donated by Darryl Jarvis 
of Complete Rent-Alls, as well as the 
tank of helium for all the balloons.  
Thanks to Peter McEwen, Cliff Vardy 
and Lou Nicoloff for their excellent 
repair work and patience.  Thank you, 
one and all.
 Appreciation must also go to 

one gets a spot ï our March Break 
programs were solidly booked and we 
did have to turn some away because 
of demand.    
Donôt miss the upcoming exhibitions 
by Bettina Harvie and Joanna 
McEwen - two local women artists 
from two generations.  Harvie was 
McEwenôs ýrst painting teacher and 

it just happened by chance that their 
exhibitions are scheduled to overlap 
ï creating an interesting link and 
comparison between subject choice 
and style.   Joanna McEwen will 
speak twice over the summer, once 
on Harvieôs art and her place within 
the Modern art movement and once 
on her own artwork.  These will be 
held in the education space at OMAH 
and are free to members, $5.00 for 

non-members.   
Please see the 
E x h i b i t i o n 
schedule for 
dates and times.
Last but not 
least, if you 
are interested 
in helping out 
at the front 
counter in any 
capacity, please 

call Elaine Milner 

at 325-1558.  We desperately need 
help answering the phones, doing 
ñjoeò jobs and helping visitors to the 
museum.  
Sim Salata
Director/Curator

Olive Schisler with the head of Carmichael ï obviously the best piece! 
Thank you to Mariposa Market for their donation of wonderful cake.
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From the History Committee 

Our Two Cents Worth- 

Yet another successful 
season is nearly behind the 
History Committee. Its diverse 
activities were crowned by the 
excitement of at last moving in 
to our own Museum building.
The season windup will be 
the traditional Pot Luck Soiree 
on June 15, hosted by the History 
Committee but open to all OMAH members.
Arrive at 5:00 p.m. for mingling and colloquy. At 6:00 p.m. 
the hungry hordes will descend upon the laden tables.
Following the meal, once again this year the distinguished 
faculty of OMAH University will hold its Convocation 
and Conferral of Honorary Degrees.  Be prepared.
This is what you will need to bring with you on June 15:
   ÅA dish to share: main course, salad or dessert
   [plus a hot plate or crock pot if your food must be kept       
   heated] Serving tools as required 
   ÅYour own plate, cutlery and coffee mug
   Å$5 per person cover charge
Beverages will be provided; a cash bar will be available.
The History Committee has many active sub committees.  
At least 27 individuals have contributed in some way in 
the course of the 2004-05 season.  What a great crew of 
volunteers!  You have made this year a success and a 
pleasure.  Thanks to all.
The 2005-06 Committee will take over at a transitional 
meeting at the end of May.  Their names will be announced 
in the July issue of MewsNews.

éand from the Olive Branché

Three old airmen were visiting the þying base.
Walking along the runway, the ýrst one said, ñWindy, isnôt 
it?ò
ñNo itôs Thursday,ò said the second one.òSo am I,ò 
remarked the third.  ñLetôs head over to the mess for a 
beer.ò

June Potluck Supper
June 15, 2005

Swanmore Hall, at the Leacock Museum
5:00 p.m.(details above)

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME

Special Guest Profile
Megan Bice

Since receiving an M.A. from 
the Courtauld Institute of Art 
in London, England, Megan 
Bice has worked as curator and 
education/public programmer 
with public art galleries for 
over thirty years, including 
the Art Gallery of Windsor, 
and the Sarnia Public Library 

and Art Gallery. Active in various Canadian art 
organizations, she was a board member and President 
of the Ontario Association of Art Galleries. At the 
McMichael Canadian Art Collection for fourteen 
years, she organized, among other exhibitions, the 
1990 retrospective, Light and Shadow: The Work of 
Franklin Carmichael.  Continuing her involvement 
with galleries independently since 2002, she has acted 
as a collections project consultant for the Kitchenerï
Waterloo Gallery, and has been researching and 
writing for a proposed National Gallery of Canada 
Group of Seven exhibit to tour across the United 
States. Currently she is the guest curator for three 
of four Toronto-based public galleries partnering to 
present Isaacs Seen, which looks at the dealer, his 
galleries and the times of the Isaacs Gallery. 

Bus Trip to Owen Sound
On Thursday May 12th, approximately 35 members 
and friends of the Orillia Museum of Art & History 
went on a bus trip to visit the Billy Bishop Museum 
in Owen Sound.  As well as the Bishop home, (which 
everyone should see,) we attended the Tom Thomson 
Gallery to view some of Thomsonôs works held there.  
We also traveled to Leith where Thomson grew up 
and visited the church and the cemetery where he is 
buried.  A lovely lunch was included in the trip and as 
it was a beautiful sunny day, I feel that everyone had a 
wonderful time.  The trip was organized by  Catherine 
Bullen and Ruth Watt and went off without a hitch.  
I think more of these trips would prove interesting 
to all members of the museum, so if you have any 
comments, or trip suggestions please let Catherine, 
Ruth or members of the Board know your thoughts 
and maybe more trips can be organized.  Thank you 
ladies ï you did a great job.



Member Profile

Celebrating Carmichael

Bettina Harvie: A Career in Modernity
June 3 - August 1, 2005
Opening reception Thursday, June 9, 2005, 7-9p.m.
Closing talk by Joanna McEwen Thursday, July 28, 2005 7p.m.

Joanna McEwen - Mrs. Thomas Morrison 
(Steps Out)
July 12 - September 10, 2005
Opening reception Thursday, July 14, 2005, 7-9p.m.
Artistõs closing talk Thursday, September 8, 2005, 7p.m.

Joan LeBeouf: Here and There
August 4 - October 1, 2005
Opening reception Sunday, August 14, 2005, 1-4p.m.

Passages to Freedom: Secrets of the Underground 
Railroad
A traveling exhibition from the Welland Historical Museum
October 3 - November 28, 2005
Speakerõs forum Saturday, October 15, 2005, 10-4p.m.
Tickets $14.00 lunch and admission to the exhibition 
included.  Location TBA

Exhibition Schedule

Katie Nicholson is twelve years old, a Grade Seven 
student at Orchard Park Public School in Orillia.
For her entry into this yearôs ñHistoricaò History 

Fair series, Katie chose to research Orillia born sculptor 
Elizabeth Wyn Wood.  Katie photographed all the Wood 
sculptures available in local schools, Victoria Park, and the 
Orillia Public Library.  She prepared a biographical outline 
as well as information about the technology of sculpture.
Then she arranged to hold a video interview with the artistôs 
daughter.  They met at OMAH, where additional works by 
Elizabeth Wyn Wood were on display, and chatted about 
the artist while being ýlmed by Katieôs brother, Connor.  
Katie won in the Orillia category.  Then she competed 
with other Simcoe County students at the Simcoe County 
Museum last month.  Now she is entered for the Provincial 
Level at McMaster University in Hamilton.  
Katieôs mother, Susan Nicholson, teaches three grades in 
the Gifted Studentsô programme at Orchard Park.  Her 
multi-disciplinary curriculum relies on special community 
resources such as our Museum to provide extra stimuli and 
inspiration.
Katieôs grandmother, 
Valerie Connor, is a 
long-time volunteer 
teacher with the 
Museumôs Education 
team, which brings 
our Art and History 
outreach  education 
programs to local 
schools.                  

òThe Art of Franklin Carmichaeló
Thursday, May 26th

7:30 p.m.
Orillia Highwayman Inn

Slides and lecture by
Distinguished Guest Speaker

MEGAN BICE

Adults $12.00  Students $5.00

Megan Bice has had a notable career as a curator 
and creator of public education programs with 
Canadian art galleries.  In addition to fourteen 

years at the McMichael Canadian Collection, she has 
worked with the art galleries of Vancouver, Windsor, and 
Sarnia, as well as the Canadian War Museum, and the 
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center.
As an independent consultant and guest curator since 2002, 
she has worked with the Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gallery, 
the AGO, and the National Gallery.  She serves as a jurist 
for various art associations, regional art galleries, and the 
Ontario Arts Council.  
Meganôs education includes a B.A. from the University of 
Western Ontario, Carleton University and the University 

of Toronto.  She has an M.A. from the Courtauld Institute 
of Art in London, England. Her publications include in-
depth exhibition catalogues, childrensô booklets on art 
appreciation, and educational materials.  
Megan Bice is a frequent speaker across Canada, on topics 
related to the Group of Seven and its individual members.  
She is an expert on more recent Canadian artists and their 
sources in the Canadian landscape and society. 
Her presentation on Thursday, May 26th will be combined 
with a social hour with refreshments so that OMAH 
members and others can meet the speaker and enjoy each 
othersô company.
Museum volunteers will have the opportunity for an 
interactive seminar with Megan on Friday May 27th in the 
downstairs Education Resource Room.   






