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OMAH

ORILLIA MUSEUM
OF ART & HISTORY

WHERE PAST AND PRESENT MEET
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Message from the Director

l ' sually spring heralds renewal,

but in the case of OMAH, our

rejuvenation in the form of
four new Board Members took place
two days after the yrst day of summer,
at the AGM on June 23. We welcome
Mary Rose, Marcel Rousseau, Theresa
Soper and Bill Sweenie to our fold on
the Board and say goodbye and thank
you to Jean Sarjeant,
Tom Jarvis, and
Wally Bremner (Bill
Tifyn resigned from
the Board earlier in
the year due to ill
health). The Board
will continue to work
on its Governance
Policy with the goal
of an Operations
and Policy Manual
draft for member
consideration in the
fall.

As of July 1, OMAH
went to its summer
operating hours
and accordingly
things seem to be

reception for Joanna on Thursday,
July 14 from 7 to 9p.m. If you can not
make it then she will be speaking on
Bettina Harvieds work on Thursday,
July 28, so if you are having speaker
series withdrawals, please come and
catch what promises to be a really
exciting talk. Joanna teaches art at
Georigan Collegeds Barrie Campus.

While on the topic of
education, OMAH(©s school
programs for teachers
and classes have ynished
for the year (instructors
delivered 49 programs to
1155 students). Instructors
are now working on
three new programs for
next year(s repertoire T a
sculpture program called

Breaking  the  Mould
focusing on  Orilliads
Elizabeth  Wyn  Wood,
Passages to Freedom:

Secrets of the Underground
Railroad, in conjunction
with  OMAH  hosting
the Welland Museumis
traveling exhibition of the
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picking up as visitors
from other parts
trickle in to see the
Franklin Carmichael
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same name in October
and November, and
Introduction to Watercolour
which will be developed

exhibition in its last

week. By the time this issue of Muse
News hits mailboxes, the exhibition
will be a memory with the paintings
returned to their generous owners,
and Joanna McEwentés Mrs. Thomas
Morrison (Steps Out) in its place in
the front of the exhibition space for
the rest of the summer.

OMAH will be holding an opening

for the 2005-06 academic
year because of teacher demand.

Just a reminder - summer classes are
now ylling up, so please make sure
you book in advance to make sure
your little ones get a space.

Students are not the only ones being
released on the community. Lately
OMAH representatives have been out

continued on page 2...



..... continued from page 1
and about at various special events

and festivals in Orillia to keep our
proyle high and support community
and cultural endeavours such as
Orillia Doors Open, the Downtown
Arts and Entertainment Festival,
the Orillia Art Walk, Arts for Peace,
Canada Day at Couchiching Park and
in the fiFolk Playo childrends area of
the Mariposa Folk Festival.

It is our goal to have the Orillia
Historic Walking Tours up and
running again by mid-July. If you
are an Orillia historian (or want to
become one) and are interested in
helping out with this endeavour by
delivering the tours please call the
museum.

Luckily, with all this going on we have
lots of help this summer as we plan to
be busy starting new and rejuvenating
old projects and programs. OMAH is
fortunate to have received funding
for four students or youth positions
through various agencies. We are
letting our dedicated volunteers
take a much needed break over
July and August to recoup for the
falll  Two students will be working
on cataloguing collections, one will
be helping out with education and
tours and another with front desk
administration.

Two exciting events are being
planned for the fall, the yrst of which
is an appraisal clinic (September 28)
and the second is The Underground
Railroad and Black  History
Colloquium (November 5). (See
Upcoming Events on page 6 for
details.)

Remember OMAH this summer
if you have guests visiting and are
looking for something to do - whether
it be an historic tour of the downtown
or simply visiting our lovely air-
conditioned space!

Sim Salata
Director/Curator
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Chairmanis Report
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my last

report

to the

members

of the

museum,

as | have ; j
stepped
d own -

as Chairman of this wonderful
organization. Although I will continue
to work within the museum system as
a volunteer, my responsibilities will
greatly decrease.

The Orillia Museum of Art & History
has gone through monumental
changes since | yrst became chairman
many years ago and it is with pride
that 1 now turn the everyday running
of the museum over to much younger
persons and a new dedicated board.
We always need new blood within the
system to keep us from getting stale
and set in our ways and, with the new
members voted onto the Board, we
will accomplish that.

There are many members who have
volunteered their services over the
years and | am truly thankful for all
their help. It would be very difycult
to mention them all and so | hope you
will forgive me for not listing any
names as | would not want to leave
anyone out.

We have had our difycult times, our
stressful times, and our confusing
times at the beginning, but we
weathered through it all and today
we are secure in the knowledge that
the museum is a living and exciting
place to visit and work. With our
Director/Curator in place, The
programs have greatly expanded.
Our Communications Committee
has brought the Muse News further
into the finewsworthyd yeld with
a new setup and lots of articles on
the programs within that system.

OMAMHY¢s Education programs within
the schools, and here in our building,
have also increased and it is wonderful
to see the childrends faces as they
tour the renovated Steele Memorial
Building and their excitement when
they are learning in the education
room. The History Committee has
done an excellent job bringing in
speakers with interesting topics and
| am sure they will continue to do so
for the beneyt of all the members.

Although the Building Committee
has moved from building to
maintenance at the moment, | am sure
all will agree that the many hours the
members gave during the planning
and reconstruction of the building
need to be recognized. Hours were
spent making sure we were doing the
right thing at the right time. Without
the Fund Raising committee, nothing
would have been accomplished and
so to them, another very grateful
fithank youo for all of their efforts.

Health problems are going to limit my
participation with the museum, but
my interest in the history of this city
will never wane. Orillia has another
wonderful historic building to show
the world and OMAH has an active
membership and dedicated volunteers
that seem to know just when they are
needed and show up ready to tackle
any situation. | would like to thank
the Members of the Board for giving
me a lifetime membership in the
museum T it has been an honour to
serve and one that | hope | will be
able to continue for a long time yet.

To the new Board, | know that your
efforts to bring the museum forward
with many exciting venues and
programs will not waiver. Good luck
for the future and may you all enjoy
the excitement and fun of being part
of a very vibrant organization.

Respectfully submitted,
Jean E. Sarjeant



Our Two Cents Worth-

From the History Committee
The 2004-2005 season of
the History Committee
wound up in yne style
at the June 15" potluck supper
at Swanmore Hall. After a
pleasant dinner, the Marshal ¢
of Ceremonies declared the
opening of fAConvocation
of O.M.AH. Universityo,
and introduced its distinguished
Chancellor, Dr. William Sweenie, to award this yearfs
Honorary Degrees. The Chancellor then declared:

fiBe it known henceforth by all and sundry ---that we
confer the Degree 6Honoris Causad, of Doctor of Diligence
and Determination on a very special lady among our midst,
Jean Sarjeant.0

fiThe citation of the many virtues and Good Deeds by
which she deserves this award:

After many years of service to the Orillia Historical Society,
as a member of the Executive in various capacities, and as
the Archivist of the Societybs collections, Jean joined the
Board of the newly-amalgamated Orillia Museum of Art
and History. Soon after, ynancial and governance woes
befell the Museum. Operations moved from the proper
Building into temporary quarters. Jean became, not only
Chair of the Board, but also Chief Operating Ofycer on a
day-in, day-out schedule.o

fiJeands yrst concern was to solve the ynancial problems,
and this she did, cheque by cheque, dollar by dollar, week
after week and month after month, until debts were paid
and credibility restored. Jean also published the newsletter,
ran the gift shop, supervised the Art Education team; and
still did a little archiving on the side. When a Rebuilding
Campaign began, Jean was the visible ygurehead of the
Fund-raising efforts.o

ANow happy endings have followed the old problems.

Many other hands have taken up the jobs performed
by this diligent, dedicated leader. She has overcome
discouragement, accidents, ill-health, pood, yre and
frustration, to bring us all to where we are today.o

Following the ceremonial donning of Jeands academic
robes, it was further announced:

filn addition, this Convocation bestows (in absentia) the
degree of Doctor of Devotion and Documentation on
David Sarjeant, Jeands husband. We believe it was David
Sarjeant who, in various ways, made Jean possible. Not
many husbands, having retired to the pleasant lake shore,
would permit, without complaint, the departure every
morning of oneds spouse to a volunteer job. When Jean
was bowed down with responsibilities, he would whisk
her off to Portugal for recovery. In addition, Dave himself
served the Historical Society and its successor, the History
Committee, for twenty years as the faithful reporter of its
Speaker Evenings, submitting stories and photographs to
the Packet.0

Davebs degree was awarded fiin absentiad due to an illness.
Jean Sarjeant was warmly congratulated by all present, as
she has ynally ended her long service to the Board of the
Museum, though not to its daily operations.
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The History Committee for 2005-2006 will be the most
numerous before amalgamation T a multi-talented team,
who hope to accomplish great things on behalf of the
Museum: Wally Bremner

Qennifer Browne T Chair

Fayne Bullen, Murray Cayley
Pat Gill
Dick JohnstonTVice Chair

Marcel Rousseau Thew this year

Bill Sweenie T new this year

Addi Walker T new this year

Jim Watt

About twenty other people help in

Saturday, November 5, 2005
10a.m. to 4:30p.m.
at the Highwayman Inn

This is a day you won6t want to miss!
$20.00 members / $25.00 non-members

Call 705-326-2159 to reserve your spot!

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD AND
ONTARIO BLACK HISTORY COLLOQUIUM

Join OMAMH for a day ylled with speakers from across the province as we explore
the underground railroad, Ontario black history and the astonishing archaeological
and genealogical discoveries that have been made in recent years.

Includes a catered lunch and admission to OMAH
Passages to Freedom: Secrets of the Underground Railroad exhibition

one way or another and we could not
manage without them. Thank you,
each and every one.

Since early April, three History
Committee members have been part of
the Museumds governance review. This
renovation of OMAHGs guiding structure
is just as important as the renovation of
the Sir Sam Steele building structure.
Jim Angus has served as the chair of the
Committee, and we thank him for his
efforts. When all is ready for Museum
members to examine and approve, a
special general meeting will be called,
so please watch for it.

oooo



Member Profile

dde and Bette Walker
yrst encountered
Orillia as substitute

iB and B0 hosts: close
friends had purchased Cavana
House and needed a break
occasionally. Discovering
what fun this kind of work can
be, they retired to Orillia and
purchased 149 Peter Street
\ North. It is now the Adleigh
House Bed and Breakfast and when you step out to the
sidewalk in the morning you can see right down Peter
Street into the tower of our Sir Sam Steele building.

Adde and Bette spent their career years in Richmond Hill:
he as a science teacher in junior high, then a curriculum
consultant with the North York Board of Education; she,
also a curriculum consultant with the York Region Board,
after teaching English and Drama to senior elementary
students.

But thatés just the outline. These two have cultural
interests right across the spectrum, from the literary arts
to the culinary.

New in Orillia, they heard about the Museumés History
Committee from Wally Bremner and became OMAH
members. They also discovered that tiny Orillia could
provide great ylms and plays (Mariposa Arts Theatre),
yne performances at the Opera House (Orillia Concert
Association), and also a literary museum. Bette attended
the Leacock Literary Festival, became one of the readers
for the Leacock Medal competition, and was invited to join

the Leacock Associates Board.

Bette has taught piano and loves music. She loves art
too, and was delighted to learn that Franklin Carmichael
is Orilliads fiOne of Seven.o Finding that some of their
European visitors make a point of visiting Quebec, then
Algonquin Park, in search of Canadads fabled wilderness,
Bette urges them to include the McMichael Collection
on the ynal leg of their journey between Orillia and
Pearson International Airport. Bette is vice president of
Orillia University Womenés Club, which raises funds for
scholarships; Bette herself has added to Ontariods literacy
tools with her creative writing handbooks and iThe Drama
Processo for teachers.

Adde pioneered in designing classroom lesson plans
for science which emphasize hands-on practice rather
than vague philosophy. Working with Elwy Yost in the
early stages of TVO, he developed a series of science
broadcasts. His educational ylm, iOxygen T What a Gas!o
won a Golden Apple Award of Excellence in New York
State. Much of Addeds spare time in Richmond Hill was
spent with a Little Theatre group. His favourite painter
is Rembrandt. Addets favourite part of being a bed and
breakfast host is the opportunity for gourmet cooking. But
he also serves as the vice-president of the Federation of
B&B Associations of Ontario.

Last year, Adde joined the History Speakers Subcommittee
of the History Committee, and is now a member of the
Museumds History Committee itself. He and Bette love
being part of the Orillia cultural community, and look for

ways to give back to it wherever they can.

Orillia History Quiz: Early Days

1. Name the Napoleonic War veteran awarded a land grant at the
Narrows in 1832.

2. Name the house and estate he built at the Narrows.
3. Name the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada at the time.
4. What was the largest building in Orillia at the time?

5. The government built a house for the Mnjikaning chief.
Name the chief.

6. Name the government project from which Orillia originated.

7. Name the Indian Departmentds superintendent for this
project.

8. Where were the headquarters of this government project?
9. Who was hired to teach native people farming?

10. What group had already been teaching them farming for
several years?

11. Who was the master builder for the Indian Departmentés
project?
12. Who was the doctor resident in the settlement?

oooo

13. Name the doctor and veteran ofycer who attended Napoleon
at Waterloo?

14. Name his estate and manor house.
15. Name the church he and others built near Priceds Corners.

16. Name the 18306s inn and store at Priceds Corners and
Coldwater Road.

17.Who built Purbrook estate?

18. Who was the yrst elected MP for the United Canada from
north Simcoe?

19. What political grouping did this man support?

20. Who mustered the Medonte volunteers to suppress the
rebellion of 1837

21. When was the Orillia Agricultural Society (Huron and
Simcoe) founded?

22. Who was its yrst president?
23. When was the yrst agricultural show in Orillia?
24. What was Orilliaés name in its very earliest days?
25. Name the yrst two teachers in Orillia.
(see page yve for answers)



Welcome the new Board of Directors

O MAHOS annual general meeting on

Thursday, June 23 drew 29 voting
members. Many were surprised when an eleven-person
ballot was distributed from which Members were asked
to choose nine for seats on the Board. OMAHGs current
by-laws state that every Board Member is elected to a
one-year term (currently under review). It is believed
that this year is the only time in OMAH history that the
Nominations Committee had more names to put forward
than there were Board spaces to be ylled (three in 2005),
forcing an election. Four new Board members were
chosen from the ballot.

In review, Jean Sarjeant, Board Chairman of four years
stepped down and is looking forward to more time with her
husband and family, but will continue to work in a behind-
the-scenes volunteer capacity at the Museum.

Bill Tifyn resigned from the Board a few months ago
citing ill health. He is now busy getting Tifynis Copy Shop
up and running again following the yre at 22 Peter Street
S. (next door to the Museum).

Tom Jarvisd main interest in sitting on the Board was seeing
the Sir Sam Steele Building renovated and reopened. That
ynished, he stepped down and continues to manage the
Orillia branch of Dundee Mortgage Services Inc. in the
Wealth Management Division (see advertisement on last
page).

We thank the above mentioned for all of their hard work
and dedication over the years and a special thanks goes out
to Wally Bremner who worked hard so over the years and
was a great liaison and History Committee representative
to the Board. Thank you to Fayne Bullen for putting his
name forward for election. We are sure that he will stay
close to museum operations on the History and Governance
Review committees..

The results of the AGM election for the 2005-2006 Board
are as follows:

Linda Crawford

Marilyn Dennis (2004-05 Treasurer)
Peter McEwen (2004-05 Secretary)
Richard Oatway (2004-05 Vice-Chair)
Mary Rose (new)

Marcel Rousseau (new)

Liz Schamehorn

Theresa Soper (new)

Bill Sweenie (new)

New Board Member Bios

Mary Rose is a retired registered architect with a specialty
in community planning and urban development.
[

Marcel Rousseau is well known for his expertise in antiques
and historical photographs and postcards, particularly
those relating to Orillia. Marcel has assisted with the
museumds collection and is keen to become involved with
the Collection Committee.

Theresa Soper holds a masterds degree in Art History and
her main interest is art education in museums and galleries.
She has worked at the Art Gallery of Ontario in public tours
and volunteered at the McMichael training docents as well
as at CIBCos head ofyce in Toronto in their art acquisitions
and collections department.

Bill is interested in history and genealogy and has recently
purchased a heritage home and moved to Orillia. Billts
working background is with TransCanada pipeline. His
hobbies are in construction and maintenance.

The four new Board Members will attend an orientation
training session before the yrst meeting of the newly
constituted Board on Tuesday, July 19 and then choose
from among themselves, the 2005-06 Executive.

Board biographies will be published once executive titles
are conferred in the September issue of Muse News.

Northbrook
. Saint Markaés Anglican
. The Plough
. Captain Elmes Steele, RN
. Captain Elmes Steele
. Reformers, pro-responsible
government
. Captain Elmes Steele
7. Captain Thomas Gummersall 1835
Anderson . Captain John Thomson
8. Coldwater . Thursday, 18 February, 1836
9. Gerald Alley . Newtown
10. The Methodists . Lucy Manwaring and Thomas
11. Jacob Gill Moffatt
12. Dr. James Darling
13. Captain John Drinkwater

Orillia History Quiz: Answers

1. Captain John Thomson

2. Invermara

3. Sir John Colborne

4. Schoolhouse

5. William Yellowhead

6. Coldwater and Narrows Indian

Reserve
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