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Muse
News

Imagine that one day a 
generous person with a lot 
of loyalty walks in OMAHôs 

front door with half a bucket of 
money. Not enough to endow the 
joint permanently, but enough to 
fund a major project.
Sustaining funding is a serious matter 
currently being explored by the Finance 
Committee. Every museum from the 
Galleria degli Ufýzi in Florence to the 
Dawson City Museum in the Yukon 
shares the challenge. Rockefellers and 
Carnegies are rare, but realistically, 
sustaining funding comes from the 
dedicated folks who insist their museum 
will survive. They pull out their Visas and 
Master Cards and slap a few bucks on the 
monthly payment plan.
I am thinking of a tidy bundle of donated 
cash and what to do with it.
High on my personal list is a thorough 
study of the photography of Orilliaé and 
then a nicely mounted exhibition.
It would be such a good show that it 
would generate funds. Imagine the 
spin-offs: postcards, posters in every 
hotel, framed editions in the Gift Shop, 
another coffee table book, presentations 
on CD for the local schools, bus loads 
of students catching the tour, restaurant 
walls covered with historic Orillia theme 
imagesé
There are some dynamite pictures around.  
Among the ýnest are the photographs in 
the newly released second edition of 
Beautiful Old Orillia by Su Murdock 
(havenôt got a copy yet?! ï get to OMAH 
and scoop one up!). You know the book 
of historic houses and buildings ï they 
make terriýc gifts for family and friends.

But there is so much more. I have been 
leaýng through old ýles from ancient 
teaching days at Park Street Collegiate. 
One student did a project on fences 
- photos she had taken of woven wire 
on cedar posts, giant stumps standing 
sideways on their roots, split rails, 
hedgerows for boulders treed with 
maples and wild grape.
The museum has some very ýne 
photos of earlier days, streets lined 
with telephone and telegraph poles 
slung with drooping wires, carriages 
and tin lizzies carving ruts on muddy 
Mississaga Street.
Apparently there is about a mile of old 
ýlm left by the Grant brothers. One 
shows elephants and camels from a 
visiting circus treading the main drag in 
the 1930s.
There are also all those old photos one 
used to see in the Packet & Times (130 
years old this year): industrial pictures, 
early steam boats, local hotels and 
resorts, pictures of the waterfront and 
the parks.
Old photos are a wonderful resource, 
great for kids, super for nostalgic seniors, 
great talking points for teens. There is the 
image smack in front of you. You canôt 
miss it. Travellers to Europe know about 
the pubs, restaurants, and country hotels 
slathered with old photos. They are 
interesting. They are real. They relate to 
people and time. They tell us who we are 
and where we came from.  

Old Orillia Photos Worth Plenty

Methodist Church on the corner of Coldwater Road and Peter Street
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the camps.   
OMAH was very lucky to have 
Bob Kain, illustrator of the national 
Chirp childrenôs magazine step 
in to take the planned (and very 
popular) cartooning class when the 
original instructor had a scheduling 
conþict.  The students were thrilled 
to discover that their teacher was ñthe 
guy who drew all the cool stuffò in 
their favorite national magazine and 
raved about the class to their parents.  
Needless to say, Bob will be returning 
for March Break classes. ..

Please check page four of Muse News 
for current and upcoming events and 
exhibitions.  Fall education programs 
for teachers and classes are starting 
to book, with Passages to Freedom: 
Secrets of the Underground Railroad 
the most popular choice so far.  This 
program explores the challenges and 
perils black escapees from slavery 
in the United States faced on their 
travels to and settlement in Canada, 
and explores the destructive nature 
of racism.  If you are interested in 
ýnding out more about this program 
please call the Museum for more 
information or check with your 
schoolôs resource department if 
you are a teacher, for an up-to-date 
brochure.  
Be sure to mark Wednesday, October 
19 on your calendar as the ýrst of 
the History Committeeôs speaker 
dates.   See you at St. Paulôs United 
Church for the kick-off to what will 
undoubtedly be a great year (see 
insert for a full list of this yearôs 
exciting speakers).
Tickets are now available for the 
upcoming Underground Railroad and 

Message from the Director

The summer has indeed þown 
and I am having trouble 
believing that school has 

started again and that I am now in 
the midst of marketing OMAHôs fall 
programs and events.  
By September 30th OMAH 
will have completed its ýrst 
ýscal year in the renovated 
Sir Sam Steele Memorial 
Building.  The Finance 
Committee anticipates 
falling within budget 
expectations for 2004-
2005, which is good news 
given that a budget is very 
difýcult to forecast with 
accuracy when operating 
from a building in which 
no one could predict with 
certainty what the utility costs, 
etc. would be!  Nevertheless, operation 
costs have been, and are expected, to 
remain high as we heat and cool an 
historic structure and insure a million-
dollar collection.  The Museum will 
be launching a sustaining operations 
campaign very soon to generate funds 
for  the 2005-2006 operating budget.  
Your donation is needed to support 
exhibitions, collections, education, 
marketing and administration of 
the Museum.  Please give what you 
can when our appeal arrives in your 
mailbox.  If you would rather make 
a donation to the Museumôs building 
fund to help repay the bridge ýnancing 
the Museum incurred in order to 
complete renovations, please indicate 
that to Museum staff or volunteers 
when making your donation.
While on the topic of giving, 
remember that OMAH is a non-proýt 
charitable organization that has the 
ability to generate tax receipts for 
both monetary and non-monetary 
gifts.  If you would like to give or 
leave through a bequest, a gift of 
property or items valued at over 
$1000, it is very helpful to the 
Museum to have a certiýed appraised 

value attached to the item so that your 
tax receipt can be generated easily in 
order that you or your heirs see your 
returns on the donated property or 
items quickly.  For more information 
on planned giving and how you or 
your estate can beneýt from donating 

to OMAH, please 
contact one of 
Orilliaôs ýnancial 
and estate planning 
companies or call 
the Museum.
Some major gifts 
over the past year 
and their intended 
purposes to the 
Museum are:
Two volumes of the 
Medallic History of 

Canada (fundraising)
Winter Acrobats by Edith Mulcahy 
and nine other works of art 
(fundraising and education)
Four custom-made, initialed wood 
and ivory lawn bowling balls made 
for Robert Madden of Madden 
Jewelers (collection)
A collection of 21 Canadian pressed 
glass goblets, period clothing, and 
three antique dolls (collection)
Ten paintings by Bettina Harvie 
and one attributed to Augustus John 
(collection) 
To change topics, summer art camp 
programs were well attended with 
numbers gaining momentum by the 
last week in August as word spread of 
the Museumôs activities, culminating 
in an overbooked Around the World in 
Five Days.  Thanks goes to instructor 
Terri Lee Milley for putting up with 
an ever-changing schedule of staff 
and volunteer helpers as she made 
her way through African inspired 
masks, Mexican sand paintings, and 
ñRomanò pottery.  Thanks also to 
Sarah Orser who went above and 
beyond in a volunteer capacity with 

continued on page 3...
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Our Two Cents Worth- 

Ontario Black History Colloquium on Saturday, November 
5 in the Simcoe Room of the Highwayman Inn.  Tickets are 
now available at OMAH, Manticore Books and Spotlight 
or by calling the Museum.  The cost of $20 for members, 
$25 for non-members and $17 for students includes a 
catered lunch.   Make sure you call soon, as the speakers 
have mentioned bringing supporters with them and seats 
are limited and on a ýrst-come basis.  Highlights of the 
day will include talks by Rosemary Sadlier, President of 
the Ontario Black History Society and Dr. Karolyn Smardz 
Frost, an archaeologist and historian specializing in the 
Underground Railroad (see insert for the dayôs agenda).
Looking forward to a great year!

.....continued from page 2

The 2005 ï 2006 season 
of History Speaker 
Evenings soon begins: 

on Wednesday,  October 19th in 
the basement hall at St. Paulôs 
United Church in downtown 
Orillia, at Peter and Coldwater 
Streets.
Roger Prettyôs presentation ñA 
Matter of Urgency:  Settling Upper Canadaôs Northern 
Frontier.ò , is the story of the canny administrative strategy 
of Lieutenant ï Governor Sir John Colborne, who came 
to Upper Canada at a time of particular political ferment.  
Colborneôs solution was to þood the colony with British 
settlers ï between 1830 and 1833, the population increased 
by ýfty percent as new townships were opened from 
Peterborough to south of London.
Most critical, and of special interest to we who are here in 
Huronia, was the northern frontier of this settlement area:
ï the territory between Lake Simcoe and Georgian Bay.  
Roger spent his working career as a history teacher at Park 
Street Collegiate.  He also has lively political instincts and 
a zeal for social justice issues.  His talk is coloured by his 
deep interest in the impact of the settlers on the native 
population.
The History Speakers Series will continue on the third 
Wednesday of each month, with a parade of equally 
fascinating topics (see insert).  These delightful evenings 
provide the opportunity to expand your collection at 
our History Book Table, and to chat with friends over 
refreshments following the meeting.  The meetings are free 
of charge to OMAH Members and their friends.
The History Committee will also have many other 
activities throughout the year. The Committee has ten 
busy members, and in each area of responsibility they are 
assisted by numerous other history lovers. You are most 
welcome to become involved ï please contact any of 
the committee members below via the museum for more 
information.
We look forward to assisting the Museum with upcoming 
historical exhibits and special events like (Simcoe County 
Heritage Quilts, and Ontarioôs Black History and The 
Underground Railway Colloquium).  
The  2005 ï 2006 History Committee is:
Wally Bremner (Secretary/Macdonald Dinner)
Qennefer Browne (Chair/History Publications)
Fayne Bullen (Recruiter/Speakers Reporter)

Murray Cayley  (History Speakers/Madconald Dinner)
Pat Gill (Social Events Coordinator)
Dick Johnston (Vice Chair/Macdonald Dinner)
Marcel Rousseau (OMAH Collections/OMAH Board)
Bill Sweenie (OMAH Board Representative)
Adde Walker (History Speakers/History Publications)
Jim Watt  (Speakers Reporter/OMAH Communications)

Sim Salata, Director/Curator (left) and museum volunteer 
Jean Sarjeant (right) with Elisa Major-Legault, a Summer 
Work exchange student from Quebec. Elisa ýlled the museum 
front desk duties for seven weeks-gaining work experience and 
improving her English.

STARRY NIGHT EVENT A GREAT SUCCESS
OMAH would like to thank the Starry Night Organizing 
Committee for including the Museum as one of the stops in its 
inaugural event, on Saturday, August 20th .
The surprising, overwhelming (out of this world) success saw 
hundreds of people either take a guided tour, beginning from 
the Port of Orillia, or make their own way around Orilliaôs 
public and private artist studios with the help of the committeeôs 
Passport map.  
Approximately 500 people attended the reception at OMAH and 
took part in the draws for donated art works.  
OMAH looks forward to participating again next year in whatôs 
sure to be another successful event.

STARRY NIGHT GREAT SUCCESS
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Joan LeBeouf: Here and There, August 4 - October 1, 2005
Art and Antique Appraisal Clinic, Wednesday, September 28, 10a.m. - 7p.m. (see insert)
Passages to Freedom: Secrets of the Underground Railroad, October 4 - November 28, 2005
A traveling exhibition from the Welland Historical Museum 

The Underground Railroad and Ontario Black History Colloquium, Saturday, November 5, 2005
9:30a.m. to 4:30p.m. at the Highwayman Inn, Orillia (see insert for details)

OMAH Annual Christmas Bazaar, November 18 (members only) and 19 (general public)
10a.m. to 4p.m. Get an early start to your Christmas shopping!

Heritage Quilts of Simcoe County, September 22 - November 27

Tony Bianco and Arnold Nogy: Sunshine Sketches of Lake Country, December 1, 2005 - January 30, 2006
The Orillia Stitchery Guild: Bags and Purses from the Embroidererôs Association of Canada Heritage 
Collection, April 4 - May 27, 2006

Exhibition Schedule and Upcoming Events

During the Victorian period (1837-1901), European 
and North American societies believed that a 
middle- or upper-class woman should function 

as manager of both the house and family. The interior of 
the home subsequently 
became a showcase for a 
womanôs best handwork 
and decorative taste. 
The term ñfancy workò 
came to describe both 
functional and purely 
aesthetic objects a 
Victorian woman made 
or embellished in her free 
time. From 1850 to 1875, 
one of the most popular 
forms of fancywork was 
the hair wreath.
Appealing to the tendency among Victorian women to 
incorporate the importance of friends and family into 
their work, hair served as a tangible remembrance of 
someone. Often, close companions exchanged hair 
as tokens of friendship. Hair was also sometimes 
taken after a personôs death as a means of honor and 
remembrance. For a woman whose local supply fell short, 
hair swatches could even be purchased from catalogs 
and stores. Hair wreaths were constructed most entirely 
of human hair, which was manipulated to resemble a 
variety of þowers, þoral sprigs, and leaves. The þowers, 
placed together in a horseshoe-shaped wreath, represent a 
common Victorian symbol for good luck displayed with 
the open ends up so as to ñhold the luck inside.ò This large 

and densely packed hair wreath incorporates many of the 
numerous techniques devised for the manipulation of hair.
The digital photographs reveal, for example, the heavy use 
of a gimping technique. First the hair was put into small 
groupings of between 10 and 80 hairs, twisted around a 
knitting needle, and then bound around the bottom by ýne 
intertwined wires. Some hair wreaths (though not this 
one) incorporate white horsehair, a substitute that was 
sometimes used when white human hair (the scarcest to 
ýnd) could not be obtained. Although thicker, horsehair 
offered similar þexibility to human hair. This artifact 
was donated by Mrs. Norma Hurl of Orillia and orginally 
belonged to her great-grandmother, Mrs. Matilda Shelswell 
(nee Morris) who brought it with her from England.

Hair Wreath c1850-1875, human hair; 
wire; glass.

From The Museumõs Collection 

OMAHôs Annual

Christmas Bazaar
November 18 & 19th

Mark your calendars and get a jump 
start on your Christmas shopping.

The giftshop will be stocked with a 
wonderful selection of gifts

...per usual, for members only on
Friday, November 18th

Open to the public 
Saturday November 19th
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BECOME A MEMBER!  Besides supporting operations, you will reap the 
many rewards of OMAH membership! 

Please call for a complete list of beneþts and membership information 
Name: _______________________    Address: ___________________________
City: ______________    Postal Code: __________   Tel # ______________
Email: _______________________
Student $16.05         Individual $26.75          Couple  $42.80       Family $48.15*    

Benefactor $250**    Sustaining  $100**        Donor $500**        Supporter $1000**
*Family consists of two parents or guardians and up to 4 children 0-18 yrs.
**A tax receipt will be issued for any amount over and above your regular membership cost.

#
Correction: In the last issue of MuseNews we forgot to give credit to Lydia Bouden, the third person involved in 
arranging the bus trip to Owen Sound. Apologies for this oversight. Thank you Lydia.

Have you noticed how 
OMAH volunteer 
helpers come from 

the most diverse and multi-
dimensional walks of life?  Take 
Lou Nicoloff, for example.
Lou is the person who is 
sometimes seen peeling the title 
graphics off after each exhibition, 
or moving chairs up and down 
from the basement.  Last fall, Lou became, a ñright hand 
manò when the construction crew departed, leaving behind 
an empty white gallery for the Director/Curator to transform 
into a dynamic and suitably equipped exhibition space.
But who is Lou and from where did he bring his talents and 
generous helpfulness to Orillia and OMAH?
Louis A. Nicoloff is sort of retired, and then again, not.  
He is the proprietor of LGN Marketing/Transportation 
Services, Inc., a private consultancy to large corporations 
who ship bulk commodities worldwide.  Heôs an expert in 
overseas shipping and chartering, contract preparation and 
administration, development of transportation policy and 
customs and taxation negotiation.  
Decades before most people were aware of computers, 
Louis was a ñcomputer geekò, pioneering in programs to 
track Just-In-Time delivery, quality control, scheduling and 
warehousing.  He has advanced and professional level skills 
in several business and graphic computer systems. 
Louis has signiýcant training and experience in supervision 
and team management.  He also volunteers with half a dozen 

trade organizations in his ýeld. ñIôm a committee man,ò Lou 
says.    
The expertise which Louis brought to his work, and his 
warm and engaging personality, earned him the trust and 
friendship of associates in many corners of the world. He 
has travelled widely in China and Japan.  His own family 
roots are in Macedonia, and his European sensibilities have 
been assets in facilitating international trade arrangements.
What brought Louis to Orillia in recent years were the 
family connections of his wife, Pauline (who spent her 
own career as Association Secretary of Tourism Toronto, 
while Louis was travelling far and wide).  For him, Orillia 
is a special place to live because of his fascination with 
the Huron Indians ï their culture, their language, and the 
tragic consequences of their interaction with the European 
settlers.  
Louisô research into this historical ýeld has made him a 
connoisseur of public library collections (he speaks with 
approval of the Orillia Public Library).  Louis loves art as 
well and has his own little home museum with displays of 
Asian and Aboriginal arts and artifacts.
Settled in Orillia, Louis looked around for places to lend 
a hand.  He went into the temporary OMAH ofýce in Sue 
Mulcahyôs building to volunteer, and soon became part of 
Elaine Milnerôs team of volunteer Coach House sitters.
When the big moving day arrived last year, Louis drove his 
truck back and forth from storage units to the Sir Sam Steele 
building, becoming intimately familiar with the OMAH 
collection in the process.  He soon became good buddies 
with Sim, helped to assemble the storage areas downstairs, 
and remained, as weôve noted, to become indispensable in 
so many ways around the museum.
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Muse News is published by the Orillia Museum of Art & History six times  a year. Muse News is available 
free of charge with a current membership.  The Museum gratefully acknowledges the financial assistance of 
its Members and Supporters.  The Museum is a registered charitable organization No. 13723 0587 RR0001.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History gratefully acknowledges the ýnancial support of the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation.  The Ontario Trillium Foundation, an agency of the Ministry of Culture, receives 
annually $100 million of government funding generated through Ontarioôs charity casino initiative.  The 
Foundation provides grants to eligible charitable and not-for-proýt organizations in the arts, culture, 
sports, recreation, environment and social service sectors.  

BECOME A VOLUNTEER!  We need your help for day-to-day activities.  We will base 
your activities on your interests. Please indicate your preferences and times available below:

Æ Gallery sitting (Reading, knitting or other  
 quiet activities while watching the gallery to  
 make sure paintings/artifacts stay where they  
 should and are not damaged)
Æ Customer service and basic admin.  
 (answering phones, basic front desk tasks,  
 visitor information)
Æ Customer service and mid-level admin.  
 (the above plus giftshop transactions, booking  
 art camps, etc.) 
Æ Education programs 

 (helping OMAHõs art instructors and attendees  
 with art camps and art projects)
Æ Carpentry and òjoe jobsó (basic   
 repairs,  assembling furniture and exhibition  
 furnishings,  light painting)
Æ Collections and database work (entering  
 information into the museumõs databases and  
 organizing its collections of artifacts, archives, 
 artwork, etc.)
Æ Exhibition assembly (helping museum staff  
 with labels, art hanging,  artifact arrangement, etc.)

ÆWeekdays 10a.m. to 1p.m.    ÆSaturdays 10a.m. to 1p.m.    ÆSundays 10a.m. to 1p.m. 
ÆWeekdays 1p.m. to 4p.m.      ÆSaturdays 1p.m. to 4p.m.      ÆSundays 1p.m. to 4p.m.   ÆWeekday evenings

#

Thank you to the 
THREE people who 
donated their carousel 
projectors! If you have not 
yet received a charitable 
tax receipt, please call 
OMAH and we will make 
sure you do.

Wanted: 
Metal shelving and a tall dresser with wide drawers both for our collection storage. 
Please call OMAH for staff to come and view or email us a picture. We will pick up 
anything that is suitable!

OMAH NEEDS YOUR SUSTAINING CONTRIBUTIONS!
Please make cheques payable to Orillia Museum of Art & History.  All donations are tax deductible.

Ç Enclosed is my donation toward OMAHôs sustaining funds campaign.

Ç Please charge $_________ to my credit card each month.*

Name as it appears on credit card: ______________________
Ç Visa    Ç MasterCard   Ç Amex
Card Number:  ____________________________________    Expiry:  _______
*This monthly charge can be cancelled or suspended by the credit card holder at any time by notifying OMAH in 
writing.

DID YOU KNOW that OMAH has 
a room available for rent for daytime, 
evenings and weekends? 
This large, bright room can hold up 
to 55 people and can be arranged 
with tables and chairs for meetings, 
workshops, classes or special 
events.
A TV, VCR, CD and projector are 
available for training purposes.  
Rates are reasonable and can be 
found on the Museumôs website or 
by calling 326-2159.
We look forward to working with 
you to make your event successful.  
Catering can be arranged with 
Mariposa Market.


