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Message from the Director

This message is, by necessity, 
going to be short and sweet 
as it is Friday and I have a 

horrible cold and a million things 
to ýnish up and ýgure out before 
rushing up to Gravenhurst to pick 
up a gift certiýcate for a fundraiser 
in Penetanguishene this weekend.  
This is not a cry for sympathy but 
a kind of ñthank God itôs Fridayò 
buzz of unclear thinking caused by 
a microscopic virus. I have, in turn, 
passed this on to my co-worker who 
is not too impressed with me at the 
moment.  In any case, I digressé   
OMAH staff and volunteers are 
busily entering a never-ending 
amount of arriving stock for the 
upcoming annual Christmas Bazaar 
and the space behind the counter is 
a mass of jumbled boxes and tape. 
Papers are piling up on the front 
desk and volunteers are beginning 
to get ñthat lookò in their eyes as 
they work on an assembly line of 
stock processing.  Of course we 
all know it will be worthwhile 
when people arrive to see all the 
wonderful things that weôve ordered 
and unpacked to ýll Christmas wish 
lists and to surprise those we love.  
The Christmas tree will be arriving 
for the lobby next week and we hope 
all museum members will come by 
and check it out during the bazaar 
on November 18 (members only 
ï remember to bring your card!) 
and 19.
As well, we are continuing to market 
and prepare for the Underground 
Railroad and Ontario Black 
History Colloquium on November 
26.  Five conýrmed speakers will 

lead attendees through a wonderful 
day of experience and discovery 
as we listen to their research and 
fascinating ýndings of history in 
our county and province.  I can 
honestly say that hearing Karolyn 
Smardz-Frost speak last February 
as part of Black History Month 
left me absolutely amazed.  The 
touching real-life story she told 
was one of the best I have ever 
heard and I am so looking forward 
to bringing her back to share her 
gift with others.  In the last month 
as people have found out about the 
colloquium, I have been told that 
Dr. Rosemary Sadlier, President of 
the Ontario Black History Society, 
is also excellent.  I have not yet met 
Dr. Sadlier, but am anxious to do so.  
I can vouch for Pam Tessier from 
the Penetanguishene Centennial 
Museum & Archives, having had 
the privilege of working with her for 
nearly three years.  She is one smart 
cookie when it comes to genealogy 
and the Drummond Islanders that 
settled in Penetanguishene after the 
War of 1812 and she will tell us the 
story of Robinson Davenport Dr, at 

Dr. Rosemary Sadlier, President of the 
Ontario Black History Society.
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Exhibition Schedule and Upcoming Events

the Naval and Military Establishments who today has descendants living in the area.  OPP ofýcer Dave Osborne and 
Manticore Books owner Don Ross will round out the day ï Dave by reading his Andrew Hunter prize-winning paper on 
the Black Settlement of Oro Township and Don speaking on The Abolitionist Crusade of Dr. A.M. Ross.  

OMAHôs Passages to Freedom education program has been well-attended by local teachers 
and classes and we welcome a new education instructor, Robyn Pottage into our midst.  
Robyn will be teaching art classes in-house with a teacher-volunteer to begin and work her 
way up to outreach art programs and full history programs as she gains experience.  
Members and invited guests are welcome to drop in on Saturday, December 3 any time 
from 10a.m. to 6p.m. for the opening of OMAHôs next exhibition, Sunshine Sketches of 
Lake Country by Tony Bianco and Arnold Nogy.  These artists in our own backyard are 
internationally known for their landscapes and nature paintings. We will wrap up the year 
in style with our annual Christmas get-together which will be held for the ýrst time at the 
museum. See below for details. I hope to see you then if not sooner!

It may be a  little early, but happy holidays!Dave Osborne, 2004 Andrew 
F. Hunter prize winner.

Passages to Freedom: Secrets of the Underground Railroad exhibition
A traveling exhibition from the Welland Historical Museum
October 3 - November 28, 2005

Heritage Quilts of Simcoe County exhibition
September 22 - November 28, 2005

The Underground Railroad and Ontario Black History Colloquium
Saturday, November 26, 2005
9:30a.m. to 4:00p.m. in the Leacock Room of the Highwayman Inn, Orillia

History Speaker Evening:  Jim Watt, ñRemembering a Young Man 
Lost in War: The Story of Pilot Ofýcer Hinrick Guttornsonò
Wednesday, November 16, 2005, 7:30p.m. at St. Paulôs United Church

OMAH Annual Christmas Bazaar
November 18 (members only) and 19 (general public)
10a.m. to 4p.m. Get an early start to your Christmas shopping!

OMAH Members Annual Christmas Social
Sunday, December 4, 2005, 1 to 4p.m.

Tony Bianco and Arnold Nogy: Sunshine Sketches of Lake Country
December 1, 2005 - January 30, 2006
Opening reception Saturday, December 3, 2005, 10a.m. to 6p.m. 

Sir John A. MacDonald Celebration Dinner
Saturday, January 14, 2006, 6p.m. in the Hermitage Room of the 
Mariposa Inn and Conference Centre

History Speaker Evening:  the Mulcahy Sisters, ñThe Mulcahys of Orilliaò 
Wednesday, January 18, 2006, 7:30p.m. at St. Paulôs United Church

Artistsô talk: Tony Bianco and Arnold Nogy
Thursday, January 19, 2006, 7p.m. at Orillia Museum of Art & History

Lovinô HeART: Silent Auction and Soiree with a Heartfelt Twist
Friday, February 10, 2006, 7p.m.

Dave Beckett Art
February 14 to March 11, 2006
Opening reception Friday, February 
17, 7 to 10 p.m.

History Speaker Evening: TBA
Wednesday, February 15, 2006 
7:30p.m. at St.Paulôs United Church

Lise Melhorne-Boe: Sometimes 
You Have to Wake Up the Frog
March 14 to May 6, 2006
Opening reception TBA

Celebrating Stitchery: Historical 
Embroidery and Heritage Bags of 
the EAC
The Orillia Stitchery Guild Tenth 
Anniversary
April 4 - May 27, 2006

Evening Swim by Arnold Nogy, 
part of the Sunshine Sketches of 
Lake Country exhibition featured 
December and January at OMAH
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From the History Committee 

Our Two Cents Worth- 

The History Committee is 
taking a leading role in 
promoting the Museumôs 

Black History Colloquium on 
Saturday, November 26th.  This 
will be an intensive learning 
experience in Canadian 
social history, the beginning 
of the accepting and 
inclusive culture we enjoy today.  
For museum members, the fee is only $ 2 0 . 0 0 , 
including a catered lunch.  The speakers are excellent and 
very highly recommended.
Our October History Speaker, Roger Pretty, took his 
audience back to the defeat of Napoleon; in the British 
Isles, severe economic decline and social ferment led 
to sweeping emigration to colonies all over the world.  
ñDownsizedò ofýcers from the military elite brought their 
technical and command skills to Upper Canada.  We still 
reap the harvest of the altruistic leadership of pragmatic 
administrators such as Sir John Colborne, Lieutenant-
Governor.  Here in Simcoe County an orderly and 
neighbourly society took shape.  
Unfortunately, the native population experienced cultural 
stress and dispossession as new settlers þooded in.  This 
process of adjustment is still under way, with much 
injustice yet to be resolved.  Perhaps Roger will have a 
return engagement to tell us their side of the story.
Social Convenor Pat Gill has arranged to have the  
Membersô Christmas Social right in our Museum, where 
there will be lots of room and a backdrop of wonderful  
landscape and nature paintings.  Sumptuous refresments 
will be provided; please remember the cover charge 
of $5.00 per person. The date is a bit early, Sunday, 
December 4th, so as to avoid conþict with a Cellar Singers 
Concert the following weekend.
On January 14th, your winter blahs will be swept away 
at the Sir John A. MacDonald Birthday Dinner at the 
Mariposa Inn (formerly Kewadin Inn).  The hotel has 
created a large new dining space which holds over 200 
guests.  Senator Hugh Segal will be guest speaker.  Tickets 
at $40.00 per person will be available soon from the Sir 
John A. MacDonald Dinner Committee (chaired by Wally 
Bremner) and at the Museum.
The magniýcent three are at it again! For the second 
year in a row, Lydia Bowden, Catherine Bullen and Ruth 
Watt are well into planning a Museum History and Art 
Adventure Tour for the spring of 2006.  This year Lydia 
is the committee chair.  Details of the 2006 destination will 
be revealed at our January History Speaker Evening.  
You will enjoy hearing the Mulcahy sisters telling of the 
Mulcahy family chronicles.  All Museum members are 
encouraged to attend.

OMAHôs Annual

Christmas Bazaar
November 18 & 19th

Mark your calendars 
and get a jump start 
on your Christmas 

shopping.
The giftshop will 
be stocked with a 

wonderful selection of 
gifts

...per usual, for members only 
on

Friday, November 18th
Open to the public 

Saturday 
November 19th

Museum Membersõ

Christmas Social
Sunday December 4th

3ï 5 p.m. at the Museum
Cover charge $5.00 per person
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From The Museumõs Collection 
Shipôs Compass

Lakes and rivers 
are a major 
part of the 

landscape of the Orillia 
area.  Early settlers 
in the area relied on 
these waterways for 
transportation and 
sustenance.  At times, 
travel by water was 
easier, quicker, and 
more enjoyable than long trekking over often hazardous 
land.  When the railroad was established in this region, 
water transportation was still useful and important; boats 
were still used in conjunction with the trains and stage 
coaches.  Later in the nineteenth century when the area 
was becoming more established, many different types of 
boats were used throughout the area, both for practical 
and pleasure journeys.  One type of watercraft was the 
steamboat; (a vessel that is propelled by steam power 
driving a propeller or paddlewheel).  Orillia saw many 
of this type of boat traveling the shores, transporting both 
people and cargo throughout the area.  
One of these steamers was the Cariella, a vessel used 
during the 1860s.  An artifact from the Cariella that is part 
of the museumôs collection is its magnetic liquid compass.  
This type of compass is essentially a bowl ýlled with a 
mixture of alcohol and water.  On top of the liquid mixture 
is a graduated card mapping out the degrees of the compass 
rose; a glass covering seals in the liquid.  The compass in 
the museumôs collection is contained in its original wooden 
box, however, upon donation the lid was missing.  The 
compass is gimbaled, meaning that it is attached to a set of 
pivoted rings within the box which allows the instrument 
to remain horizontal at all times.  
The compass remains in good condition and is perfectly 
functional.  It is a piece of Orilliaôs marine history which 
was and still is, an integral part of the Orillia community.

Collections Project

The objects and 
information that are 
housed in museum and 

gallery collections need to be 
safely protected as well as be 
accessible to both the staff and 
the public, in order for them to 
be understood and a relevant part 
of the community.  Museums 
and galleries are not merely 
safes where objects are hidden 
away from the public, but rather, 
balanced environments where 
signiýcant objects are both 
learned from and protected.  
The Orillia Museum of Art and Historyôs historical collection 
comprises a wide assortment of objects.  This collection 
includes such things as textiles, books, photographs, dishes, 
medical equipment, machines, jewelry, ceramic and stone 
implements, sporting equipment, etc.  Over the past six 
months I have been combining the museumôs artifacts and 
their historic information together in a comprehensive and 
consistent manner.  I was ýrst hired this summer through 
a Human Resources Development Canada grant and am 
now completing a 16-week internship through Sir Sanford 
Fleming Collegeôs Museum Management and Curatorship 
professional certiýcate program.  Each item will be 
photographed for eventual link with each catalogue record.  
Each object will be described; dimensions recorded, and 
all known history documented.  All of this information will 
be recorded into a software program called Past Perfect 
(the most widely used collections management software 
world wide).  The objects themselves will be safely and 
appropriately stored, and any minor cleaning will be done 
as needed.  The objects will be stored in a logical manner 
that will be efýcient and safe for both the objects and 
staff.  
Understanding what is presently contained in the 
collection will enable further consideration regarding 
what types of objects are lacking from the collection and 
therefore should be actively sought.  This project will 
also reveal redundancies in the collection and highlight 
objects which could be deaccessioned due to excessive 
duplication, poor condition or lack of relevance to the 
museumôs collection development policy.  Only once it 
is fully known what objects are in the collection and their 
signiýcance determined, can they then be properly used by 
the public - through exhibitions, education programs, as 
well as researching material in the Past Perfect software.  
Through safe care and accessibility these objects may once 
again be introduced to the community.  

Sunday Morning by 
Tony Bianco. is
part of the 
Sunshine Sketches 
of Lake Country 
exhibition featured 
December and 
January at OMHA
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Member Profile

In the roster of Museum 
heroes and heroines, one 
name must be preeminent.  

Without Don Ross, there would 
never have been a Sir Sam 
Steele Art Gallery.  
In 1998, after a careful and 
analytical search, Don and 
Evelyn Ross found the perfect 
small town in which to make a 

fresh start with their young family.  Orillia was too far 
from Toronto to be a bedroom community and  close to 
lakes and countryside. They soon settled into a historic 
home on a quiet street. But for two little Ross sons, 
Orillia had no toy store. Don responded with creative 
opportunism. He and Evelyn opened the charming 
ñOtter Tales and Toysò on Mississauga Street.  Don 
admired the old buildings of downtown Orillia, and 
his shop soon pioneered as an example of Main Street 
Heritage restoration.  
Don noticed that Orillia had outdoor recreation, an Opera 
House and a Literary Festival, but hardly any ñVisual 
Artsò presence.  Having joined the local Architectural 
Conservancy, he was appalled one day to discover that 
a ýne old city building, no longer needed as police 
headquarters, was to be sold and demolished to provide 
a parking lot for a bank.  
It didnôt matter that the Rosses were new in town and still 
getting to know people.  Don gathered a group of cultural 
movers and shakers to form the Sir Sam Steele Art Gallery 
Foundation, then began the task of persuading a cautious 
City to save the building for the arts.  

Don served as founding chair of the Gallery throughout 
its formative years.  In 1997, when the local Coles outlet 
closed, he knew he couldnôt live in a town without a 
comprehensive book store.  Once again, showing his 
creative and constructive approach to a problem, he 
opened the Manticore Bookstore.  Itôs still a downtown 
landmark, and the place you drop in for tickets to 
anything cultural.
Don Ross has never stopped supporting the Gallery 
and its successor, our Museum.  When the campaign 
to complete the building restoration began, he became 
fundraising co-chair.  Don has assisted in the recent 
Governance Review process.  For a year, he and other 
Museum members have been developing the OMAH Art 
Committee.  
Don is still a historical activist around town, doing 
everything he can to have the pioneer Regan House 
rescued from demolition and reconstructed in Victoria 
Park.  He also serves as a core member of the Mayorôs 
Task Force for a University in Orillia.
In his former career, Don was a senior ofýcial in the 
Ontario Ministry of Lands and Forests, a strategic 
and analytical planner of public policy documents for 
Cabinet.  In Orillia, he transformed himself into an 
entrepreneurial individual with a gift for the ñfuture 
viewò. Orillia gave Don Ross a setting where one 
dedicated person can make a difference.

BECOME A MEMBER!  Besides supporting operations, you will reap the 
many rewards of OMAH membership! 

Please call for a complete list of beneþts and membership information 
Name: _______________________    Address: ___________________________
City: ______________    Postal Code: __________   Tel # ______________
Email: _______________________
Student $16.05         Individual $26.75          Couple  $42.80       Family $48.15*    

Benefactor $250**    Sustaining  $100**        Donor $500**        Supporter $1000**
*Family consists of two parents or guardians and up to 4 children 0-18 yrs.
**A tax receipt will be issued for any amount over and above your regular membership cost.

#

Sir John A. Macdonald 
Dinner!

Saturday, January 14, 2006
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Muse News is published by the Orillia Museum of Art & History six times  a year. Muse News is available 
free of charge with a current membership.  The Museum gratefully acknowledges the nancial assistance of 
its Members and Supporters.  The Museum is a registered charitable organization No. 13723 0587 RR0001.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History gratefully acknowledges the ýnancial support of the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation.  The Ontario Trillium Foundation, an agency of the Ministry of Culture, receives 
annually $100 million of government funding generated through Ontarioôs charity casino initiative.  The 
Foundation provides grants to eligible charitable and not-for-proýt organizations in the arts, culture, 
sports, recreation, environment and social service sectors.  

BECOME A VOLUNTEER!  We need your help for day-to-day activities.  We will base 
your activities on your interests. Please indicate your preferences and times available below:

Æ Gallery sitting (Reading, knitting or other  
 quiet activities while watching the gallery to  
 make sure paintings/artifacts stay where they  
 should and are not damaged)
Æ Customer service and basic admin.  
 (answering phones, basic front desk tasks,  
 visitor information)
Æ Customer service and mid-level admin.  
 (the above plus giftshop transactions, booking  
 art camps, etc.) 
Æ Education programs 

 (helping OMAHõs art instructors and attendees  
 with art camps and art projects)
Æ Carpentry and òjoe jobsó (basic   
 repairs,  assembling furniture and exhibition  
 furnishings,  light painting)
Æ Collections and database work (entering  
 information into the museumõs databases and  
 organizing its collections of artifacts, archives, 
 artwork, etc.)
Æ Exhibition assembly (helping museum staff  
 with labels, art hanging,  artifact arrangement, etc.)

ÆWeekdays 10a.m. to 1p.m.    ÆSaturdays 10a.m. to 1p.m.    ÆSundays 10a.m. to 1p.m. 
ÆWeekdays 1p.m. to 4p.m.      ÆSaturdays 1p.m. to 4p.m.      ÆSundays 1p.m. to 4p.m.   ÆWeekday evenings

#

OMAH NEEDS YOUR SUSTAINING CONTRIBUTIONS!
Please make cheques payable to Orillia Museum of Art & History.  All donations are tax deductible.

Ç Enclosed is my donation toward OMAHôs sustaining funds campaign.

Ç Please charge $_________ to my credit card each month.*

Name as it appears on credit card: ______________________
Ç Visa    Ç MasterCard   Ç Amex
Card Number:  ____________________________________    Expiry:  _______
*This monthly charge can be cancelled or suspended by the credit card holder at any time by notifying OMAH in 
writing.

To date OMAH has collected $7885.00 from its Sustaining Operations Campaign 
launched on October 1. Over 400 initial campaign letters were mailed out. If you 
have not yet made a donation, please do so. The goal of the campaign is to raise 
$25,000. OMAH is Orillia’s community museum and we need your support to 
continue operations. All donations are tax deductible.

The Coldwater and 
Narrows Indian Reserve 
may have been the ýrst 

First Nations reserve in Canada, 
perhaps in the empire.
It was an ambitious program of 
social engineering undertaken 
in the 1830s by Lt. Gov. Sir 
John Colborne. Sir Francis 
Bond Head quickly quashed the 
program.
Perhaps typically it began as a 
government initiative to save 
money, but also because of 
growing pressure on Parliament 
in London to save the native 
people. 
The provincial program 
clashed with sectarian religious 
lobbies, the tide of immigrants 
settling the townships, and the 
inevitable contradictions in 
converting peopleôs lives.


