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WHERE PAST AND PRESENT MEET

he OMAH Board would like
to welcome and make known
its newest Board members

elected at the annual general meeting
on June 14,

They are: Kathy Duncan, Will Davis
and Elizabeth Cragg. Each will serve
a three year term on the Board.

William (Will) J. Davis was born
and raised in Toronto and graduated
from Queends University in 1970.
After living in London and Northern
Ontario, he moved to Orillia with his
wife Sheila and son Jason, in 1981.
For the past twenty-three years he
has worked in the real estate business,
both as a broker and investor. He is
a professional jazz pianist and plays
with several groups in Simcoe County
and Muskoka. Will appreciates the
importance of history and art in
building a strong community and is the
owner of several store front properties
in Orillias historic downtown core.

Kathy Duncan was born and raised
in Toronto and attended Queends
University, graduating with a degree
in history and psychology followed
by a degree from the Toronto
Teacherés College with a Specialist
Primary. After teaching kindergarten
for three years in Toronto and one
year in Huntsville, she left teaching
temporarily to become a mother and
volunteered at the Muskoka Pioneer
village. Initially in fundraising, and
then in the education department,
Kathy eventually became the
Education-Coordinator, creating
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and managing museum education
programs.  Kathy and her family
moved to Orillia in 1989 and she
returned to teaching. She volunteered
at OMAH in 2004 while on leave
from the school board and retired
June 30, 2006. She looks forward to
volunteering with the museum again
on a long-term basis.

Elizabeth Cragg graduated Queends
University 1991 withan Honors Degree
in Commonwealth Literature. While
there, she held a variety of volunteer
political positions as well as sitting
on various university committees and
Boards. Elizabeth worked as Manager
in After Sales Service for Cartier
Jewellers in Toronto from 1991 to
1996 and as Executive Assistant to
the Chairman of Caldwell Partners
Executive Search in Toronto from
1996 t01998. Recently, she was the
Manager of VIP/Customer Services at
Casino Rama from 1999 to 2006 and
is now a Life Insurance Broker with
G.B. Cragg Insurance. She currently
Chairs the YMCAGs Spirit of Giving
Annual Campaign and is a member
of the Community Foundation Board.
Elizabeth lives in Orillia with hushand
Graydon and is a mother to Bronwyn
(7) and Graydon (4).

Business of the AGM included
adopting 20056s AGM minutes and
adopting the minutes of a special
meeting of the members held in
February that allowed OMAH to
repeal a clause of the general By-
law No. 1-1995 stating that Board
members were elected each year to



a one-year term, and replace it with a new By-law that
states each Board member is elected to a three-year term,
and that Board members are eligable to stand for election
to a second three-year term if they wish, but are then are
required to step down for at least one year before re-
election.

OMAMHY¢s Operations and Policy Manual was adopted as
a guide to the museum in its day-to-day operations and
an outline of the duties and responsibilities of the Board,
staff and volunteers.

Various Committee Chairs presented verbally their
respective written reports including a ynancial report
from Treasurer, Richard Oatway, highlighting that
pledges made to the Capital Building Campaign continue
to be processed and placed against the bridge ynancing
secured in order to complete renovations on the Sir Sam
Steele Memorial Building.

The Director/Curatorés report included details on the
ongoing collections management program, a schedule
of exhibitions booked into 2008, a 150% increase in
education program bookings to teachers and classes
for the 2005-2006 academic year, summer and March
Break day camp attendance, the importance of continued
support for OMAH ynancially and through volunteerism,
and plans for an Ontario Trillium Foundation grant
application to hire more staff in order to build capacity
through education, fundraising and exhibitions.

A verbal Building Committee report came from
Committee Chair, Richard Oatway, in which he stated
that OMAH has met several times with the Cityfs
Manager of Heritage and is expecting a new lease with
regards to operating from and caring for the Sir Sam
Steele Memorial Building. The museum is now waiting
on a draft document from the City and is looking forward
to this partnership.

Other committee reports included Art by Committee
Chair Liz Schamehorn (absent), read by Secretary Peter
McEwen, Communications by Committee Chair, Theresa
Soper, History by (past) Committee Chair, Qennefer
Browne and Nominations by Committee Chair, Sue
Mulcahy (absent), read by Secretary Peter McEwen.

After adopting all reports and calling for nominations
from the poor and receiving none, the Treasurer declared
nominations closed and made a motion that the three
names presented by the Nominations Committee (Duncan,
Davis and Cragg) be accepted as the new members of the
Board of Directors. This motion was adopted.
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Stepping down from the Board are: Richard Oatway,
Treasurer, Peter McEwen, Secretary and Mary Rose. All
retiring members were thanked for their contributions to the
museum. In the cases of Oatway and McEwen, over 5 years
of service and for Rose, 1 year of service.

Director/Curator, Sim Salata recognized Oatway for
his duty above and beyond call in stepping in when the
operations and very existence of the museum were in doubt
and raising the necessary funds from municipal, federal and
private sources in order to complete renovations on the Sir
Sam Steele Memorial Building.

His dedication won him the title of Orilliads Citizen of

the Year in 2004. Last night, the museum presented Oatway
with an Honourary Life Membership. Oatway will continue
volunteering at the museum in ynancial and building
advisory roles.

Salata recognized Peter McEwen for his dedication to the
Board through his hard work in the role of Secretary and his
on-going work with OMAH exhibition presentation.

The new OMAH Board consists of;:

Marilyn Dennis (who is expected to stay on in her position
of Chair), Liz Schamehorn (who is expected to stay on in her
position of Vice-Chair), Wally Bremner, Marcel Rousseau,
Theresa Soper, Bill Sweenie, Kathy Duncan, Will Davis and
Elizabeth Cragg.

The positions of Secretary and Treasurer will be determined
at the next regular meeting of the Board on Tuesday, July
11 at 7p.m.

OMAMH Entrusted with Art and

History Scholarships

id you know that when the Orillia Museum was
formed in 1999, each of the amalgamating partners
brought with it a scholarship endowment?

Since 1992, the Orillia Historical Society had distributed
the Allan lronside History Scholarships in 1997 the Sir

Sam Steele Art Gallery was endowed with the Georgia
MacLennan Fine Arts Scholarship Endowment.

The Allan Ironside History Scholarship commemorates
a fondly remembered amateur historian. Allan lronside
settled briepy in Orillia during the 1930s as a young man
searching for work during the Depression. He served in
World War 11 in aerial reconnaissance, followed by a career
with Standard Oil (now Exxon) which took him all over
South America and the Middle East. His family settled in
Orillia, so this city became Allands retirement destination
when he found that fiwork was interfering with his other
interestso.



These interests included a
deep love of history and
Allan became an expert in
researching and retelling
the stories of old Orillia.
He recorded oral history
interviews, wrote monthly
newsletters and a weekly
newspaper column, and was
a popular speaker at historical
meetings across  Ontario.
Following Allan Ironsidets
death in 1992, family and
friends endowed a $10,000
fund in his name. The income provides annual scholarships
of $200, for one graduate from each of Orilliaés four high
schools.

W by
Georgia McLellants generosity
lives on through her yne arts
scholarshop endowment.

Georgia Netanis Machan McLellan, retired to her
summer home near Orillia and became an enthusiastic
supporter of the Sir Sam Steele Art Gallery. Her gift of
$50,000 to endow a yne arts scholarship repected her
passion for education, the arts, and for helping people
improve their opportunities. Georgia began her career as
a prairie schoolteacher in one-room country schools; later,
in Northern Ontario, she taught high school English, Art
and Drama. She was also a dynamic community organizer,
founding libraries in several small towns around Lake
Superior.

Later in life Georgia obtained her Master of Fine Arts
degree from Concordia University in Montreal and
became an active painter. In Orillia she belonged to many
organizations and was known and loved as a person with
a zest for life, exhibiting intelligence, energy, imagination
and determination. The scholarship money earned from
Georgebs gift is not awarded in every high school, nor even
every year, but is intended to provide ynancial help to a
student of outstanding merit who will continue studies in
the arts.

The Museum relies on recommendations from Orillia high
schools in awarding the History and Art scholarships.
Being entrusted with these funds allows OMAH to provide
wider beneyts to young people who grow up in Orillia,
above and beyond the stimulus provided by our exhibits,
speakers and educational programs.

If you would like to enhance this, or any other aspect of
the museum (capital, sustaining operations, acquisitions,
or research room) with a ynancial gift, bequest, or through
a willed planned giving program, the Museum would be
happy to discuss these options and the associated beneyts
with you. Contributions which are added over time to the
original funds will help them gain value as the economy
changes and grows.

Our Two Centsi Worth-

From the History Committee

OMAHGs Annual Spring
Social Potluck Dinner held
on June 14" at Swanmore
Hall was followed by the
Annual Convocation of
OMAH  University, at
which, amid much pomp
and festivity, honourary
degrees were awarded to
deserving graduates and
celebrities. This year Dr.
Richard Johnston, a member of the History Committee
since 1999, received the distinction of iDoctor of Humour
and Humanityo.

In his acceptance address, Dick mentioned that his yrst
love was history and his teachers advised him that he
would probably not succeed in applying to medical
school. As a (successful!) young med graduate, Dick was
invited by numerous small cities, including Orillia, for an
interview and city visit. Dickés wife Wendy came along
and declared, fiOrillia is where we want to live!o

The History Committee is pleased to announce that Fayne
Bullen will be its Chair for 2006-2007, and Bill Sweenie
will serve as Vice Chair. Wally Bremner continues as
Secretary and Qennefer Browne is Past Chair. Other
members include Adde Walker and Bob Brown, both of
whom operate B&Bos in Orilliaés heritage district, Jim
Watt, who prepares reports of the speaker evenings for
The Packet and Times, and Dan Byers, a history teacher
of the Georgian College T Laurentian Degree program.
Pat Gill as Social Convenor is indispensable in all History
activities throughout the year.

The History Committee is grateful for the many
contributions of this yearbs retirees: Dick Johnston, Marcel
Rousseau, and Murray Cayley. Special appreciation
is extended to Yvonne Lacey, who attends to the Allan
Ironside Scholarships, and to Mary Elizabeth Mick, for
managing the History Book Table.

Numerous other Museum history lovers have helped with
individual subcommittees: the History Speaker Series and
the Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner (both chaired by Wally),
and History publications (chaired by Qennefer). The team
of Lydia Bowden, Catherine Bullen and Ruth Watt ably
planned and conducted the History and Art Coach Tour
to Hamilton. Several hospitable ladies assist at social
occasions the year round: notably Glen Speer, Elaine
Sweenie, Coco Bremner, and Jeanette Schumann.

Fayne Bullen heads a newly Downtown Walking Tours
subcommittee. This group has begun reviewing and

revising the tours to view heritage sites and buildings the
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Museum intends to offer as a service to summer visitors.
Marcel Rousseau, a Museum Board director, continues
to provide leadership in the ynancial development of a
Research and Reading Facility. Bill Sweenie, also a Board
director, serves on the Museum Building Committee. In
May several history lovers assisted with fiDoors Open
Orilliao, both at the Museum and at other downtown sites.

Our  numerous  history
activities wouldnft be as
successful and enjoyable as
they are without such loyal
participation and assistance;
thanks to all our members.

A full History Committee
report for the past year,
including ynancial notes,
is available at the Museum
reception desk. A schedule

Fayne Bullen presents a one-of-a-
kind Qennefer Browne creation to
Dick Johnston, who steps down from
the History Committee. Dick was
honoured at the June 14 dinner.

of History Evenings for the
coming season will appear in
the September MUSE NEWS.
Have a happy summer!

Exhibition Schedule and Upcoming

Events

Regarding the Lake: New Paintings and Graphics by
Charles Pachter
June 29 to September 4, 2006

Letters: Charlotte Grey & David Staines Leacock
Summer Festival Event

Thursday, July 20, Cocktails 5:30p.m., Dinner 6:30p.m.,
Leacock Museum. Tickets $29.95

Margaret Atwood and Graeme Gibson Book Signing
Saturday, July 29, 3 to 5p.m., Manticore Books. Rain
location, OMAH

In Search of Simcoe: Artistés Talk by Charles Pachter
Thursday, August 17, 2006, 7:30p.m.

Celebrating Photography: Works of the Orillia and
District Camera Club

September 7 to October 7, 2006

Opening reception Saturday, September 9, 2 1 4p.m.

Saving the Planet (Orillia Fine Arts Association)
September 8 to November 7, 2006

Sitting Pretty: The History of the Toilet
October 10 to December 2, 2006

History Evenings begin!
Wednesday, October 18, 2006, 7:30p.m. St. Paults United Church

From My Kayak: Photography by Ingrid Saaliste
December 5, 2006 to January 29, 2007
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From The Museumis Collection

souvenir, keepsake, or memento is an object
Ahat is treasured for the memories it evokes.
Imost anything can be a souvenir, as long as it

is a reminder of the past. These three Orillia souvenirs

pictured, are just a few of the inynite types of objects
termed fisouvenirs.o

The ash tray (or candy dish), is shaped like a maple leaf
and is approximately 15cm in length. In the centre of the
dish is a view of the lake and trees of Couchiching Beach
Park. The illustration is a black etching coloured in blue,
green, and light red. The ends of the leaf are plated in gold.
Fused on the top of the dish is a ceramic twig that is also
painted gold. The park depiction is much more rustic than
it is today.

The second souvenir is a cylindrical cup made of tortoise
shell. The cup is 6.4cm high. Written in black across
one side of the cup are the words: iISOUVENIR OF
ORILLIAO. Tortoiseshell was widely used in the 1960s
and 70s to make things like combs, sunglasses, and guitar
picks. During the late 1970s, however, the United Nations
banned all trade of tortoiseshell worldwide because the
hawksbill turtle, (the main supply of tortoiseshell), was
becoming threatened as a result.

Last, this thick and heavy mug is made of milk glass, (glass
that is rendered opaque with the addition of tin oxide). The
mug is 9cm high. The front of the mug is stamped with
gold coloured lettering, which reads: ASOUVENIR OF
ORILLIA, ONT.0 Painted onto the front of the mug are
blue powers with yellow centres and a green stem and
leaves. The top of the mug is rimmed in a narrow line of
gold.

One could make the argument that, all of the objects,
photographs, books, and archival materials in OMAHGs
collection are souvenirs. They all act as reminders of what
has happened in the community. Even to those who were
not present, souvenirs can pass on some insight into the
past, however small.
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Charles Pachteris Regarding the Lake Opens to an International Crowd

June 29 T September 4, 2006 at OMAH

ell-known Toronto artist Charles Pachter,
Wopened his latest exhibition, Regarding the

Lake on Thursday, June 29 at OMAH. The
attendance was large. In fact, the museum was so crowded
that one had to joggle around guests in order to view his
Canadiana images. Celebrity spottings including former
Ontario Premier Ernie Eves, Isabel Bassett, and syndicated
columnist Ellie Tescher. | returned a few days later to look
at his work clearly, in quiet contemplation.

Pachterés exhibition displays
work in several different media
that will appeal to a variety of
people for a variety of reasons.
From the Canadian nationalist,
to those seeking humour or
social commentary in their art,
to those who enjoy drealisticd
works, Pachterés art does not
disappoint.

Regarding the Lake (which

puns (Pachter is a master of the witty title T dondt forget
to read the labels) will ynd much to laugh about in this
exhibition. Pachterds love affair with Wilkiefs buttertarts
ynds expression in State of the Tarts, in which a dozen
or so of the beloved objects sit under a glass domed cake
tray, looking luscious and waiting to be eaten. On the
Road Again made me laugh out loud when | took a good
look at it - seen from the front of the vehicle, a moose (a
guintessential Canadian symbol in Pachterds iconography)
sits behind the wheel of a truck, commanding the vehicle
down the road. Tied across the front of the hood is

the corpse of a hunter,

presumably  the daybs
trophy. Role reversal,
indeed!

~ The bulk of larger works
in this show is dedicated
to Pachterés love affair
with Lake Simcoe. As a
child, Pachter vacationed
at the lake. During the

) . ) summers, Pachter paints
refers to Lake Simcoe) is a i #¢ from a waterfront studio
retrospective  of  Pachterfs on Simcoe. As Pachter
work over the last 40 years. said eloquently  during
Cvﬂi?ln yimmce)(lj\:leﬁeT re&g(t)er;ﬁggs Toronto Star syndicated columnist Ellie Tesher, Indian Consul General, his 5_peeCh at ThurSd_ayos

R y INIZE - otich Mehta, Charles Pachter, and Prihti Mehta at the June 29th reception.  Opening, the lake is a
Pachterts large, Iconic jewel to be preserved and

painting of the Canadian pag, The Painted Flag (2005)
which hangs in the main reception. The pag billows in the
wind and occupies much of the paintingds surface. It is set
against a sky blue canvas that serves to intensify the white
and red. Pachter has repeated this image in many variations
and in many mediums over a number of years. Examples
of it can be seen in corporate and private collections, and
in the Canadian Embassy in Washington, DC.

Images of Canadiana and references to Canadian historical
events abound in Pachterés exhibition. For example,
a beautifully rendered portrait of Margaret Atwood (a
personal friend of Pachteris) hangs near the entrance to
the show. Atwood sits at a table holding a cup of coffee,
looking pensively and wistfully out into space. Is she
conjuring up the idea for her next novel?

Examples of Pachterés social commentary include
Ceremonial, in which the artist juxtaposes the ygure of
a Scottish highlander in dress regalia with the ygure of a
First Nations youth, also in full ceremonial dress. These
two ygures stand facing one another, looking serious and
impenetrable. They are placed in front of a lake T Simcoe?
Couchiching? What do these two think of each other?
Was this something Pachter witnessed, or an imagined
exchange that he would like to observe?

Those who enjoy tongue in cheek and visual and verbal

protected from further environmental damage. One of
the most visually arresting images of Lake Simcoe in the
exhibition is Sunstreak, which shows a view across the
lake to the wooded shoreline on a dark, cloudy day. On
the shoreline, a section of trees is lit by the sun through
an unseen break in the clouds above. The highlighted
trees, golden and sun-warmed, serve as a visual focus for
the image. Glide is another peaceful image of the lake,
in which a canoeist silently poats by in front of a dock.
One can just sense that the lake before us is beautiful and
calm. Pachter reminds us that we must certainly strive to
preserve such tranquility.
I

Pachterods
exhibition
continues to
September 4",
Dongt miss it.
There is much
| to see that is not
only visually
interesting, but
funny and most
importantly,
thought-

Director/Curator Sim Salata and Charles Pachter provoking_
address the audience.
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BECOME AVOLUNTEER! We need your help for day-to-day activities. We will base
your activities on your interests. Please indicate your preferences and times available below:

/E Gallery sitting (Reading, knitting or other (helping OMAH art instructors and attendees
quiet activities while watching the gallery to with art camps and art projects)
make sure paintings/artifacts stay where they 4 Carpentry and ojoe jobso (basic
should and are not damaged) repairs, assembling furniture and exhibition
/& Customer service and basic admin. furnishings, light painting)
(answering phones, basic front desk tasks, A  Collections and database work (entering

visitor information)

information into the museumi(s databases and

(the above plus gift shop transactions, booking - artwork, etc.)

art camps, etc.)
/£ Education programs

Exhibition assembly (helping museum staff
with labels, art hanging, artifact arrangement, etc.)

AEWeekdays 10a.m. — 1p.m. ASaturdays 10a.m. — 1p.m. AESundays 10a.m. — 1p.m.
AEWeekdays 1p.m. — 4p.m.

Six-year-old Kazia Moreau with her
fiWide Mouth Frogo pop-up book, created
with artist Lise Melborn-Boe during a
March 2006 art camp at OMAH.
Summer art camps are now in full swing
and OMAH has added a Van Gogh-
themed AStarry Night Feverdo week
August 21-25 for 6 to 11-year-olds.

/AESaturdays 1p.m. —4p.m.  ASundays 1p.m. —4p.m. AWeekday evenings

Orillia’s Reconaissance
Choir preformed a
concert June 3, 2006 in
OMAH main exhibition
space to an audience of
approximately 100.
The acoustics were
excellent.

OMAH NEEDS YOUR SUSTAINING CONTRIBUTIONS!

Please make cheques payable to Orillia Museum of Art & History. All donations are tax deductible.
C Enclosed is my donation toward OMAHGs sustaining operations campaign.

C Please charge $ to my credit card each month.*

Name as it appears on credit card:
C Visa C MasterCard C Amex

Card Number: Expiry:

*This monthly charge can be cancelled or suspended by the credit card holder at any time by notifying OMAH in
writing.

To date OMAH has received $21,507 from its generous membership since launching its Sustaining Fundraising
campaign in October 2005. If you have not yet made a donation to this cause, please do so. Only $3,493.00 more is
needed to reach OMAH’s goal of $25,000 this year to meet its operating budget.

Muse News is published by the Orillia Museum of Art & History six times a year. Muse News is available
free of charge with a current membership. The Museum gratefully acknowledges the financial assistance of
its Members and Supporters. The Museum is a registered charitable organization No. 13723 0587 RR0001.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History gratefully acknowledges the ynancial support of the Ontario
Trillium Foundation. The Ontario Trillium Foundation, an agency of the Ministry of Culture, receives
annually $100 million of government funding generated through Ontariods charity casino initiative. The
Foundation provides grants to eligible charitable and not-for-proyt organizations in the arts, culture,
sports, recreation, environment and social service sectors.

THE ONTARIO TRILLIUM FOUNDATION

LA FONDATION TRILLIUM DE L'ONTARIO
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