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WHERE PAST AND PRESENT MEET

appy New Year to all Museum
Hmembers! 2007 is going to be

the biggest and best year yet
at OMAH. At the end of November,
we got the great news that OMAH’s
Ontario Trillium Foundation capacity-
building grant application was
successful and that the Museum would
be receiving a grant of $104,000 over
two years in order to fund four part-
time positions. These include an
administrativeassistant/retailmanager,
collections manager/exhibition
developer, programs coordinator, and
fundraiser/sponsorship developer. If
I have to have a double-barreled job
title, everyone else at OMAH should
be required to as well!

From a pool of over 45 applicants,
Carol Trinier has been hired as
OMAH’s administrative assistant/
retail manager. She will be responsible
for frontline reception duties and
managing
OMAH’s gift
shop.

Carol was born

and raised in
Orillia, moved

to Toronto
where she
married and

. d t Carol Trinier, OMAH’s new
raise WO administrative assistant is a golf
Chi]dren’ and enthusiast - no weather stops her-

and is married to Wesley Trinier,
retumed to sales representative at Orillia’s

Orillia in the RosePrinting.

late 1980s. She spent ten years with
Information Orillia as their general
office and accounting administrator.
Carol is familiar with Orillia’s history
through a position as a Step-On Tour
guide in 2004 and has most recently
worked with Our Ramara as a
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Message from the Director

community liaison. We are extremely
happy to welcome Carol to our small
team at OMAH.

The collections manager/exhibition
coordinator position has been filled by
Anita Miles,
who has
been with the
Collingwood
Museum
iy for the past

ten years;
" the most
Lk ! recent six

Anita Miles, soon to be OM/_\I_-[’S as Museum
Collections manager/exhibition

Developer, is a collector of weird Mana ger,
words and heritage Canadian folk d . t
songs. She hasn’t yet met a topic she an prior 1o
finds boring, and loves to tinker with that, exhibit
designer.

things mechanical.

Anita is a graduate of Algonquin
College’s museum technology
program. She has worked at the
Eastern Ontario Biodiversity Museum
as curatorial assistant and the
Mississippi Valley Textile Museum as
part of an exhibition design team.

Personally familiar with Anita’s
professional reputation and
enthusiasm, as well as her book
Collingwood: Chicago of the North,
I am looking forward to working
with her in a close capacity. Anita is
leaving a position in Collingwood to
return to her main interest of working
with collections and to pursue
interests in carpentry and continuing
professional development. Anita will
be commencing at OMAH in mid-
February after wrapping up projects in
Collingwood.

Good news from Jack Booth, the
Museum’s auditor, who finished up his

continued on page 2.....



..... continued from front page

audit of the Museum’s financial year-end before the new
year. After another break-even year and a large portion
of the Museum’s capital loan repaid, OMAH is looking
financially strong and “much better on paper” this year.
A few members asked for a copy of the audited report
when it was available, so I am including it here for your
perusal. As per usual, the Board will discuss it in depth
at the Annual General Meeting typically held in May. If
there is anything that you have questions or concerns
about before then, however, please do not hesitate to
contact me either via email or phone at the Museum.

Ingrid Saaliste’s From My Kayak has had a good run
through January, and will come down on January 27", so
if you haven’t had a chance to come in and see it, please
do so. Next to be installed is Image and Word: The Work
of Michael Coughlin and Jennie Clark with an opening
reception on Thursday, February 1, 2007. The show will
be curated by Joanna McEwen, as [ will, hopefully, be on
my honeymoon somewhere near the equator by the end
of January. Please see the enclosed invitation for more
details on that and Gifts and Acquisitions, 2005-2006
beginning March 13.

Last, but not least, OMAH has recently sent a letter to
the mayor and council requesting that council approve
three years of sustained operating funding to the Orillia
Museum of Art and History in the amount of $100,000
per year or 40% of its operating budget, whichever is
less.

The purpose of requesting this amount for three years is
to ensure that OMAH has reliable, ongoing funding to
support its programs and services. This support is needed
to enhance existing programs and services to the level of
demand by the community and visitors to the area, and to
ensure the safety of the collection belonging to the people
of Orillia and area. The amount of $100,000 per year
(3.43% per capita) is less than is typically received by
municipally-owned museums in Ontario of similar size
(an average 6.3% per capita), and less than one museum
in a municipally-owned building in Simcoe County that
is the most comparable to OMAH.

The expected outcomes of this support are as follows:

» A strong, stable, dynamic community museum that
tells the story of Orillia, contributes to the recreational
and educational needs of the community, and is a major
heritage attraction for visitors to Orillia and Simcoe
County.

» An increased capacity to lure tourists and residents
to the downtown core and contribute to the economic
growth of Orillia’s heritage downtown and the larger
city.

» An increased ability for OMAH to meet the demand
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of residents, visitors, schools and researchers visiting the
Museum for exhibitions, shopping, educational programs
and historical/genealogical information, resulting in
increased revenue from these sources.

» An increased ability for OMAH to fundraise in order
to meet its operating needs through sponsorship and
membership development, events and traditional fundraising
practices.

» An increased ability for OMAH to care for, exhibit and
interpret documents, artifacts, artwork and stories that will
contribute to the knowledge of Orillia’s communal history
and identity for residents and visitors.

» An increased awareness of OMAH as a cultural entity
and historical resource and the Sir Sam Steele Memorial
Building as an architectural artifact documenting Orillia’s
history and development.

Council now has three weeks to review OMAH’s report
and deliberate on this request before going into budget
- February 13-16. Please call, talk with or email the
councillor in your ward to ask them to support the request
for on-going financial support from the City in line with
comparable community museums and galleries in Ontario.
City support will allow OMAH to expand existing programs
to meet the existing demand and build its capacity, resulting
in a positive impact on the education, recreation, economy,
and cultural identity of the residents of Orillia and area, and
the enjoyment and interest of its visitors. Your voice makes
a difference! Thank you.

The Simcoe County Historical Association
invites Orillia Museum of Art and History
members to its March meeting
on Tuesday, March 20, 2007, 7p.m., at OMAH.
We have rescheduled the November History
Speaker Night guest,

FRED ADDIS, TO SPEAK ON
THE GREAT LEACOCK TIMELINE HISTORY
QuIZ.

All are welcome.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History gratefully acknowledges the
financial support of the Ontario Trillium Foundation. The Ontario Trillium
Foundation, an agency of the Ministry of Culture, receives annually $100
million of government funding generated through Ontario’s charity casino
initiative. The Foundation provides grants to eligible charitable and not-for-
profit organizations in the arts, culture, sports, recreation, environment and
social service sectors.

THE ONTARIO TRILLIUM FOUNDATION

LA FONDATION TRILLIUM DE L'ONTARIO




From the Museum’s Collection

by John Reesor

he oxen’s yoke might be taken as the symbol of

the settler’s struggle. In most under-developed

regions of the world, work has been done by a yoke
of oxen. It is fitting, therefore, that we have an oxen’s yoke
on display in the Orillia Museum of Art and History. The
provenance of our yoke is unknown. It was acquired in
1970. Itis a fine piece of work. The corners are rounded and
the edges relieved. Wood in the top centre appears to have
been removed, enhancing the appearance and reducing the
load on the oxen’s neck. The bearing surfaces are smooth.
On one side, the yoke has been repaired. It has been drilled
and a carriage bolt inserted to mend a split in the wood.
This repair would suggest that it was considerable trouble
to make a new one — maybe a day’s work, from the cutting
of the log to the final fitting, and that this yoke worked well
on the oxen for which it was made.

Yokes, like all harness arrangements, work best if they are
well fitted. Anyone who has used an ill-fitting backpack
can attest to that fact. The neck measurements of a pair
of animals were very carefully measured, and the yoke
was carved to fit the pair in relative comfort. As the oxen
grew, they would be fitted with larger yokes. Allowance
was made for horns; oxen with horns needed to be farther
apart to avoid injuring one another. On our yoke, the neck
centres are only 26 inches apart so it is unlikely that the
oxen under it had horns.

In settlers’ times, oxen were preferred to horses because
they could physically tolerate the tedious stop and go,
inch-by-inch work needed in areas of new settlement. For
hauling logs along poorly cleared forest trails or stumbling
around rocks, roots and stumps to plant the early precious
crops of grain, the ox was the animal of choice. Oxen were
also less demanding in their dietary needs.

Adelaide Leitch’s book, The Visible Past has areproduction
of a painting of a yoke of oxen hauling John Franklin’s boat
along the Nine Mile Portage in Simcoe County in April
1825. The yoke and the oxen form the calm centrepiece of
the painting while around them men grumble, worry and
strain. The painting, besides its many other merits, depicts
clearly why oxen, for the early settlers in Canada, were the
preferred beast of burden.

The yoke endures today most commonly in the
metaphorical sense, as an image for our personal burdens.
One of the most hopeful images for the yoke lies in the
ancient Book of Job: after Job had endured his struggles
and afflictions, he saw better times, and in his very old age
he owned a “thousand yoke of oxen”.

Exhibition Schedule

and Upcoming Events

Peter and Joanna McEwen
January 3 to February 26, 2007

Restoration of Historic Wooden Vehicles: A Talk and
Slide Show with Special Guest, Rodney Frost
Saturday, January 20, 1p.m.

Art Education for Adults - Session 1: Why Art? What
Role Does Art Play in Today’s Society?
Wednesday, January 24, 7p.m.

Bewabon Shilling and Tanya Cunnington
February 16 to April 9, 2007

History Speaker: Chief
“Mnjikaning First Nation”
Wednesday, February 21,2007, 7:30p.m., St. Paul’s United
Church

Image and Word: The Work of Michael Coughlin and
Jennie Clark

Guest Curator, Joanna McEwen, January 30 to March 10,
2007

Opening reception: Thursday, February 1, 7p.m.

Art Education for Adults - Session 2: The Role of
Regional Art Galleries, Wednesday, February 28, 7p.m.

Art Gifts and New Acquisitions of 2005 — 2006
March 13 to March 31 2007

March Break Art Attack for 7-to-11 year olds
March 13 - 17,2007, 9a.m. to 3:30p.m.

Simcoe County Historical Association Meeting
Speaker: Fred Addis, “The Great Leacock Timeline
History Quiz”, Tuesday, March 20, 2007, 7p.m. All
welcome

History Speaker: Dave Brunelle, “The War of 1812”
Wednesday, March 21, 2007, 7:30p.m., St. Paul’s United
Church

Glenn Gould’s Musical North
April 3 to April 28 2007

Art Education for Adults - Session 3: Collecting Art,
Art as Investment, Care and Aesthetics of Your Art
Wednesday, April 25, 7p.m.

2007 Canadian Carmichael Art Lecture by Stuart Reid,
director of the Tom Thomson Memorial Art Gallery,
Swanmore Hall, Leacock Museum.

Thursday, May 3, 7:30p.m.

13" Annual Orillia High School Student Exhibition
May 8 to 26, 2007
Opening reception: Thursday, May 10, 7 to 8:30p.m.

Second Annual All-Ontario Juried Art Exhibition
May 30 to June 23, 2007

Sharon Stinson Henry,

Page 3



Our Two Cents’ Worth- From the History Committee

ebruary will bring a cluster of history
topics for your interest. PRE .5

At the February 21%* History $&
Speaker Evening Chief Sharon Stinson-
Henry will present the Aboriginal side ¢
of the “Mnjikaning First Nation” story.
Chief Stinson-Henry has taken forceful
initiatives to confront lingering issues of land acquisition by
pioneer settlers in the Orillia area. In the fall of 2005 , Roger
Pretty gave us an overview of British colonial policy in early
Upper Canada; now we will hear the rest of the story.

Don’t miss another speaker on the preceding Thursday,
February 15™. Professor Linda Rodenburg of Lakehead
University’s Orillia Campus will present “Alter/Native
Citizenship: Re/Placing the ‘Native’ in Relation to
Canadian Multiculturalism”. Professor Rodenburg
specializes in post-colonial literatures with a particular
interest in indigenous cultural theory. She will begin at
7:00 p.m. at the Heritage Centre Campus of Lakehead
University, Orillia. Lakehead University is our newest
cultural neighbour in downtown Orillia. Last fall the
board of the Museum made a gracious overture of welcome
to the charter class of LU, by offering a free one-year
membership. OMAH hopes that the education students,
particularly, will welcome extra access to art and history
resources. All of us at the Museum will be eager to enfold
a new generation of young adults in Museum activities.

On Saturday February 17%, the Simcoe County Historical
Association will present “In Celebration of Heritage Day
2007 — Preservation of your Historical Treasures”, a
conservation workshop. It’s a full day event, from 10:
00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Simcoe County Museum in
Midhurst. Tickets are $25.00 from the SCHA and include
a lunch and resource material. Speakers will include
experts from Owen Sound’s Grey Roots Museum and the
Simcoe County Museum and Archives.

By February, the History and Art Adventure Tours
committee will have confirmed all details and costs for the
2007 excursion, and bookings will be available.

The City of Orillia is now repairing the north wall of the
Museum. Upon completion, the Museum’s Research and
Reading Facility will move into its new space. In the
meantime, Marcel Rousseau has been hard at work finding
bargains in the form of desks, bookcases, and a valuable
map drawer. The R&R team will be looking for archival
resources of all kinds: documents, maps, etc. Please
consider a donation as you tackle the spring-cleaning
of your historical accumulations. All material will be
gratefully considered.

The Heritage Walking Tours committee will meet near
the end of February to collate its resource materials and
maps of the heritage area of orillia. If you would like to
be involved in the planning and/or conducting of these
tours please leave a message for Fayne Bullen at the
Museum desk. Official walking tours will be offered by
the Museum during the tourist season this summer.

Our Museum has become a pivotal landmark on the
downtown Orillia scene. The City is now giving
renewed attention to strengthening the heritage character
of downtown Orillia. Did you know that the older
neighbourhoods surrounding the central area are designated
“Heritage Districts” in Orillia’s Official Plan? Attention
is even paid to street vistas as one looks down West Street
or Tecumseth Street towards the two lakes. This spring
the Official Plan will have its normal five-year review. We
encourage Museum members to be active in this process,
in order to strengthen Orillia’s future as a culture-friendly
and heritage-cherishing community.

In February the History Publications subcommittee will
continue work on its plan for Isabel Brillinger’s historical
tales, as well as the 2007 edition of Orillia Portraits,
an anthology of historical papers. The Publications
subcommittee welcomes new participants. To be included
please leave your name and contact information at the
Museum desk.

To date OMAH has received $16,858 from its generous
donors since launching its second Sustaining Fund
campaign in October 2006. If you have not yet made

a donation to this cause, please do so. Our goal again
this year is $25,000, to support Museum programs
while meeting our operating budget.

Muse News is published by the Orillia Museum
of Art & History six times a year. Muse News is
available free of charge with a current membership.
The Museum gratefully acknowledges the
assistance of its members and

The Museum is a registered

financial
supporters.
charitable organization No. 13723 0587 RR0001.
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BECOME AVOLUNTEER! We need your help for day-to-day activities. We will base
your activities on your interests. Please indicate your preferences and times available below:

O Gallery sitting (Reading, knitting or other (helping OMAH art instructors and attendees
quiet activities while watching the gallery to with art camps and art projects)
make sure paintings/artifacts stay where they ~ O Carpentry and 6joe jobso (basic
should and are not damaged) repairs, assembling furniture and exhibition
3 Customer service and basic admin. furnishings, light painting)
(answering phones, basic front desk tasks, O Collections and database work (entering
visitor information) information into the Museum(s databases and
1 Customer service and mid-level admin. organizing its collections of artifacts, archives,
(the above plus gift shop transactions, booking artwork, etc.) _
art camps, etc.) O Exhibition assembly (helping Museum staff

A Education programs with labels, art hanging, artifact arrangement, etc.)

(OWeekdays 10a.m. — 1p.m. [JSaturdays 10a.m. — 1p.m. [JSundays 10a.m. — 1p.m.
OWeekdays 1p.m. —4p.m.  [JSaturdays 1p.m. —4p.m.  [JSundays 1p.m. —4p.m. [(JWeekday evenings

T,
ADOPT AN ARTWORK

OMAH has several pieces of OMAH needs help with Muse News

artwork in need of tender, loving .

care. from interested members

A donation of $75.00, will de- If you would like to submit regular articles on history,
acidify, matt and reframe an art or cultural issues pertaining to Orillia and area, please
OMAH work, bringing it up call the Museum and leave a message for Theresa Soper,

to current gallery standards. Communications Committee chair.

Not much for preventative

conservation that will extend the
life of the work for generations
to come. With every Adopt an OMAH NEEDS YOUR SUSTAINING CONTRIBUTIONS!
Artwork donation, you will be
given credit each time the work
is shown and we will send you a O Enclosed is my donation toward OMAH’s sustaining operations campaign.
photograph and the details of the O  Please charge $
artwork you helped conserve.

On a larger scale, OMAH has
an original plaster statuette

Please make cheques payable to Orillia Museum of Art & History. All donations are tax deductible.

to my credit card each month.*

Name as it appears on credit card:
U Visa O MasterCard O Amex

of Champlain, c1920 in need Card Number: Expiry:
of major cleaning and repair. *This monthly charge can be cancelled or suspended by the credit card holder at any time by notifying OMAH in
Please contact for more details. writing.
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