March 2007

In This Issue

Message from the Director ....... 1

Our Two Cents’ Worth.............. 2
Tanya Cunnington &

Bewabon Shilling..................... 2
Community Partnering............. )

Gifts and Acquisitions .................... 3 -

Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner.......... 3

Local Artist Designs New

OlympiciCoin ...... uaeihes e 4
Maurice Favre Champlain
Plaster to be Conserved............ 5 Laas
Doors Open Ontario................. 3

L
Orillia Hall of Fame E
induction at OMAH ................. 5} i

Orillia Museum of Art & History
30 Peter Street South

Orillia, Ontario L3V 5A9
Tel. 705-326-2159
Fax 705-326-7828
Email: info@orilliamuseum.org

www.orilliamuseum.org

OMAH

ORILLIA MUSEUM
OF ART & HISTORY

WHERE PAST AND PRESENT MEET

Volume 13 Issue 2

Message from the Director

ear OMAH Members,
D I hope that you are all keeping
spirits up as March continues
to rage like a lion, not willingly
giving up its grasp on winter as we
slowly make our way toward a more
temperate season.

Lots of things have been happening

internally at OMAH T in the quiet
off-season when visitorship slows for
tourism-related institutions, it gives
workers a chance to perform behind-
the-scenes projects like training new
staff, developing business plans,
making physical changes to work
spaces, grant writing and lobbying
various levels of government for
increased funding.

Upon returning from holidays the yrst
week of February, | was immediately
required to put all efforts toward
securing a municipal supplementary
operating request for $100,000
per year to help support OMAHGs
expanding operations. Both core and
supplementary operations have grown
over the past two years to such an
extent that the museum struggles to
meet a level of service necessary to
the public trust it holds.

In its budgetary week discussions,
on February 15, council conferred
about OMAMH in length. The process
made it clear to all present that the
city supports OMAH as Orilliads
community museum.

In the end, council approved $50,000
toward OMAHGs 2007 operations,
with the condition that a lease between
the City of Orillia and OMAH is
signed within three months.

For those of you who are not familiar
with the lease negotiations mentioned,
council directed its staff to draft a new
lease with OMAH in March 2004, as
city staff felt, and council agreed, that
the 20-year lease, signed in 1997, no
longer applied due to the extensive
renovations on the Sir Sam Steele
building (completed in 2004).

OMAH received the draft lease from
the city on January 12, 2007, and, after
review, requested it be simpliyed, and
that changes be made to many sections
including insurance, the scope of the
lease timeline, and to the commercial
lease terminology, which includes
items such as taxes and rent which
are largely not applicable, as the city
waives these as in-kind support.

As of February 13, the draft lease
was back with the cityés culture and
heritage department for requested
revisions, and OMAH looks forward
to a second draft shortly. OMAH is
committed to working with the city
to produce an equitable, mutually
beneycial lease for a long-term
commitment by both parties.

Council has made an excellent yrst
step in its operational support of
OMAH and is putting weight behind
its words on its cultural plan for
Orillia.

Councillors Tim Lauer, Don Evans,
Wayne Gardy, Joe Fecht and Michael
Forgarty were vocal in their support
of OMAHGs request for operational
funding. Don Evans stated, fiThe
Orillia Museum of Art and History is
a virtual jewel in our downtown that
is being supported wholeheartedly by
hundreds of volunteers and members.

continued on page 2.....



..... continued from front page

It is incumbent that at this time we support the museum
wholeheartedly.0 Councillor Ralph Cippola stated that
he was in favour of supporting OMAH, but not before a
lease was put in place.

Joe Fecht stated, filf webre going to have a vital downtown,
we have to recognize and support our culture in a more
tangible way. | would support $50,000. | would go as far
as supporting $50,000 for the next three years.0

The museum board would like to thank city councillors
for their in-depth discussion of the value of OMAH as
a historic and cultural institution for the citizens of and
visitors to this city. The makeup of this council and the
support they show for the arts and education for Orilliads
citizens is very heartening.

Council also passed a motion to formally request that a
councillor join OMAH(Gs board, which OMAH previously
suggested and welcomes wholeheartedly.

Thank you to those OMAH members who were present
at budget discussions and sent encouraging emails. Your
support is truly appreciated.

Our Two Centsi Worth- From the History

Committee

The Heritage Walking Tours Committee, under Fayne
Bullen, is developing a summer tour outline, based on
diverse sources from years gone by. Ours will focus on
the downtown area, so as to yt into an hours stroll, as
well as a touristls attention span. It will begin and end
at the museum. In later years additional itineraries may
be created, such as one on historic homes and churches,
depending on having volunteers to lead the tours. This
spring, the museum will welcome your help for Doors
Open Orillia, followed by the downtown walking tours
during July and August.

OMAMHY¢Gs research room is steadily moving toward
completion. The committee is now ready to receive
donations of research material including Orillia school
year books, maps, directories and phone books! They are
also ready to sign up knowledgeable volunteers, to help
organize the space and to be attendants after it opens. Two
reconditioned computers are already in hand, to provide
workstations for users, and the committee will purchase a
scanner and printer for patronso use.

Research resources will feature history and genealogy as
well as art topics, including information about local artists.
The research room will subscribe to ancestry.com, the
most popular web-based resource for genealogy research.
This operating expense is to be covered by an hourly fee
for using the facility, but heres the good news: museum
members will log on free of charge. This will provide
an incentive for outside users to become members and
enthusiasts of OMAH.
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Tanya Cunninton & Bewabon Shilling

by John Reesor

wo perspectives have conceived two images of the
same human dilemma. Each perspective is soft,

human and vulnerable viewed as two possibilities
or two realities. We are given the contrast of, pedantic,
planned, troublesome activity versus the puidity of pure
life and spirit. The ytting of certain endeavours into a
yxed space, contrasted with a biological or earthTgiven
environment. And these pieces are about our environment,
both in the broadest mother earth sense, and in the personal
interactive sense.

When we attempt to yt into boxes, there are rough edges
and damaged goods, damaged spirit, a lack of interaction
of community. The artists contrast this with the unity and
calm, a certain tranquility that draws us in, that speaks of
life, growth, sky, earth and water, in a space where peace
and calm prevail. A condition which asserts the value and
harmony in all life.

This art speaks of our environment in the broadest sense
and of our choices. It asks us to question the contradictions
in our lives, both as individuals and societies. In stark
contrasting messages we are urged to seek or at least
understand a middle or better ground.

In this collaboration, Cunnington and Shilling have
questioned and proposed. Beautifully, their questions and
proposals are not clearly stated. They ask us to pose the
guestions about what we do, and why, and to propose our
OWN answers.

Community Partnering
‘ " ¢ ..
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OMAMH proves ités all about diverse partnerships as the
Orillia Rowing Club hosted their second annual indoor
rowing challenge at the museum on January 27.

The rowing participants had the opportunity to race under
the brilliance of photographer Ingrid Saalisteds exhibition
From My Kayak. Walls and artifacts were rearranged
to accommodate six rowing machines brought into the
exhibition space for the competition.




Gifts and Acquisitions, 2005 6 2006

by John Reesor

The Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner

by Al Hutchings

March 13 71 31, 2007
Opening reception Saturday, March 17, 1 to 3p.m.

rtifacts speak of the past. In the
Acase of a walking stick and an

inscribed dedication, recently
donated to OMAH, we see history
brought eloquently to life. APresented
to George Vick by his farmer friends
January 31 18820 T reads the engraving
on the silver handle of the elegant black
walking stick. A separate dedication tells
us that Mr. Vick was held in high esteem.
It is beautifully written T complimentary
without being ingratiating.

The Orillia Times of that week reported
that, iSeventy-yve gentlemen, principally
farmers from Oro, met at the Grand
Central Hotel to do honour to one of our
citizens.0 Addresses, toasts and songs ylled the evening.
All left the occasion feeling richer for the event.

This walking stick can be seen as a symbol for many
things. It signiyes
the good accord
that one man| B
brought to his |
Orillia. It was a |
symbol for George
Vick because the
dedication  reads
that he fimay be
spared to use ito;
therefore, it was
more intended as a
staff, a scepter, an
acknowledgement
of his power and
dignity. It is a
symbol for us of
history. It may also
be an inspiration
for us to strive for
the dignity and respect that George Vick earned in his time.
Small things, when placed in the context from which they
came, assume great signiycance.

The walking stick will be on display with many other
important new gifts and acquisitions to OMAH from
March 13" - 31 2007. Please note that due to space
restrictions, not all recent gifts can be displayed, though
all are appreciated.

. < = B
Jim and Pat Angus, members of OMAHGs Sir John A. Macdonald
Dinner Committee, sit with Hugh Gainsford at the eventds head table.

nce again, the Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner was
Oan overwhelming success. Fortunately, John Ads
great-grandson, Hugh Gainsford, has been able
to attend every year, and in that respect, has given us a

unique distinction in terms of any other celebration across
Canada.

OMAMH(Gs guest speaker, Jack Granastein, spoke quite
knowledgeably and eloquently about Canadads interests
and concerns, past and present, both at home and abroad. In
doing so, he expressed points of view which not everybody
agreed with, but that was of course, his prerogative. We
have been so fortunate to have had so many distinguished
Canadians honour us with their presence, and we have to
continue to let them have their say, regardless. Richard
Gwyn is next year speakers, and who knows what
controversies he may provoke? Wedll ynd out January 12,
2008, and if ités not another sell-out evening wedll be very
surprised.

One more thing. It might be nice if our members were to
tell our sponsors how much their support is appreciated.
Due to their support we are able to keep ticket costs down
and surpluses up, with all proyts going to the museum.
Those sponsors are: Ted Burton, Investment Planning
Council, Ron Johnson Insurance Ltd. and John H Mayo,
BMO Nesbitt Burns.

Simcoe County Historical Association Meeting

March 20, 2007, 7p.m. at OMAH

All OMAH members are invited to join fellow history lovers
from across the county for an evening with Fred Addis. His
talk will be on fiThe Great Leacock Timeline Quiz.0

As members will recall, Mr. Addis was to deliver this topic at
Januaryts history meeting, but fell ill. He has kindly agreed
to speak at the SCHA, meeting at OMAH.

Page 3



Local Artist Tony Bianco Designs

New Olympic Coins

he Royal Canadian Mint has ==
justlaunched the largest = 4 = 2

and most extensive
collection of Olympic
coins in the world,

celebrating the 2010
Vancouver  Winter
Olympics, and artist
Tony Bianco has |
designed two of
these new symbols
of our national
pride.

who

lives in the Mount St. Louis area of Simcoe County, has
designed a number of coins for the Royal Canadian Mint,
including two of our two-dollar fitooniesd (2000 & 2006).
His coins have depicted sports, animals, and natural

Tony  Bianco,

wonders, commemorated events, and celebrated our
countryés grandeur. He is a painter primarily, and much
of his work, as well as his coin designs, can be viewed

at M.tonxbiancoart.cog.

He has been selected by the mint to depict two of
Canadafs winter sports T womends speed skating, and
woments skeleton. Both coins feature a unique holographic
image as well as an athlete performing the sport. They are
of limited mintage, (only 45,000), made of sterling silver,
and have a face value of $25.

In creating the designs for these Olympic coins, the artist
worked closely with experts in the yelds of speed skating
and skeleton, and researched extensively to capture
the essence of the two sports. After a long process of
editing and development, the designs are ready for the
skilled engravers at the mint, who will translate the two
T dimensional image into a three T dimensional coin. Dies
are created and these coins are specially processed to

OMAH is looking for:

~ File card drawers (a 4 drawer unit would be
ideal)

~ Umbrella stand
~ Sturdy card table or table of similar size

~ An OMAH member is looking to purchase a
slide projector.

If you have any of the above and are looking for a
home for them, please call 326-2159!

Page 4

Exhibition Schedule

and Upcoming Events 2007

Bewabon Shilling and Tanya Cunnington
February 16 to April 9

Art Gifts and New Acquisitions 2005 T 2006
March 13 to 31

March Break Art Attack for 7 to 11 T year olds
March 12 T 16, 9a.m. to 3:30p.m.

Simcoe County Historical Association Meeting

T all welcome

Speaker: Fred Addis, iThe Great Leacock Timeline
History Quizo

Tuesday, March 20, 7p.m.

Speaker: Dave Brunelle, iThe War of 18120
Wednesday, March 21, 7:30p.m., St. Paulés United
Church

Glenn Gouldds Musical North
April 3to May 5

Rodney Frost and Roger Kerslake
April 9 to May 28

Speaker: Harvey Medland, fiTombstone Taleso
Wednesday, April 18, 7:30p.m., St. Paulés United Church

Orillia Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
Friday, April 20, 7:30p.m.

Art Education for Adults - Session 3: Collecting Art,
Art as an Investment, Care and Aesthetics of Your Art
Wednesday, April 25, 7p.m.

Tom Thomson: The Man, The Myth

Thursday, May 3, 7:30p.m.

Carmichael Canadian Art Lecture by Stuart Reid, Director
of the Tom Thomson Memorial Art Gallery, Swanmore
Hall, Leacock Museum National Historic Site.

13" Annual Orillia High School Student Exhibition
May 3 to 27
Opening reception: Thursday, May 10, 7 to 8:30p.m.

Speakers: Jim and Peggy Frumau, fiWartime Memories
of Two Dutch Childreno
Wednesday, May 16, 7:30p.m., St. Paulés United Church

Doors Open Orillia
Saturday, May 26, 10 to 4p.m. and Sunday, May 27, 12 to 4p.m.

Harold Staats
May 28 to June 23, Second Annual All-Ontario Juried
Art Exhibition

May 30 to June 23, 2007
Opening reception: Saturday, June 2, 7p.m.


http://www.tonybiancoart.com/

1914 Maurice
Plaster to be Conserved

MAH is pleased to
announce that the
Champlain

Seniors Club has

Favre Champlain

agreed to fund
the cleaning,
stabilizing
and overall

conservation  of
one of OMAHGs
two Samuel
de Champlain
magquettes.  This
small plaster was
created by French
sculptor, Maurice
Favre, for
Orillials  statue
competition
held in 1914 (the
winning entry was
by English sculptor,
Vernon March).  Sue
Mulcahy donated the
magquette to OMAH and she

is very pleased at the prospect of the conservation work.
The project has been headed by Bob Ballantyne who took
OMAHYGs proposal to the Champlain Seniors for discussion
and approval.

Conservation work will be done by Miriam Harris of
Oshawa and is expected to take several weeks.

OMAMHY¢Gs second Champlain maquette, by an unknown
sculptor, is also in need of repair, estimated to be about
$2000. If any business or group is interested in sponsoring
this project, please call Anita Miles, collection manager at
OMAH.

Orillia Doors Open
Saturday, May 26, 10a.m. to 4p.m. &
Sunday, May 27, 12p.m. to 4p.m.

Doors Open Ontario Continues to Grow

Doors Open Ontario is a province-wide cultural heritage
tourism program coordinated by the Ontario Heritage
Trust. It creates access, awareness and excitement about
our provinceds heritage. Each year, communities across
Ontario hold Doors Open events on weekends between
April and October, and open sites of historic, architectural
and cultural signiycance to the public free of charge.
Since the program was launched in 2002, over two million
visits have been made by heritage enthusiasts to Doors
Open Ontario sites.
Doors Open Ontario 2007 T the yfth anniversary of the
program T promises to be the most exciting season yet.
For more information go to: M.doorsogenontario.on.cj
Due to the popularity of the guided bus tours to the
Coldwater Mill and Mnjikaning Fish Weirs National
Historic Site (among others), there will be two buses
running this year. Please contact Spotlight for tickets
and information at 329-2333. Bus tickets are available
on a yrst-come yrst serve basis. Last year they were all
picked up in one week, so do not wait T especially if you
have guests that weekend for the event!

Sir Samuel Steele Memorial Building tours will be
offered every 1 hour over the Orillia Doors Open
weekend, (depending on volunteer availability).

CALL FOR ARTISANS

If you produce a one-of-a-kind high-quality
product suitable for sale in an art gallery or
museum shop, we would love to see your
products.

Please contact Carol Trinier, administrative assistant
/ retail manager at carol@orilliamuseum.org

Oirrillia Hall of Fame Induction at OMAH

Join the Orillia Hall of Fame Committee on Friday, April 20,
2007 at 7:30p.m. as it inducts legendary pianist Glenn Gould and
internationally renowned information technologist and author,
Don Tapscott, into Orilliads Hall of Fame.

Gould, whose family owned a cottage in Uptergrove, used the
area as an escape from the pressures of the musical world. The
finorthd became a place to which he returned time and again
for isolation, which he thought essential to artistic growth and
his own rejuvenation. OMAH pays tribute to Gould in the
upcoming Glenn Goulds Muscial North exhibition, which will
explore the importance of Uptergrove and Uxbridge on his early
musical development.

Tapscott is one of the worldés foremost authorities on the strategic
value and impact of information technology. He consistently
predicts the next business imperatives, and deynes the business
models and strategies that the new imperatives require. He has
authored or coauthored eleven widely read books on technology
and business, and his most recent book, Wikinomics: How Mass
Collaboration Changes Everything, was nhamed one of the best
books on innovation for 2006 by BusinessWeek. Tapscott is the
chief executive of New Paradigm and an adjunct professor of
management at the Joseph L. Rotman School of Management,
University of Toronto.

All are welcome to attend to help celebrate these two great
personalities with roots in Orillia.

Page 5


http://www.doorsopenontario.on.ca

BECOME AVOLUNTEER! We need your help for day-to-day activities. We will base
your activities on your interests. Please indicate your preferences and times available below:

/E Gallery sitting (Reading, knitting or other (helping OMAH art instructors and attendees
quiet activities while watching the gallery to with art camps and art projects)
make sure paintings/artifacts stay where they 4 Carpentry and ojoe jobso (basic
should and are not damaged) repairs, assembling furniture and exhibition
/& Customer service and basic admin. furnishings, light painting)
(answering phones, basic front desk tasks, /A Collections and database work (entering
visitor information) information into the museumis databases and
/£ Customer service and mid-level admin. organizing its collections of artifacts, archives,
(the above plus gift shop transactions, booking artwork, etc.) _
art camps, etc.) /A Exhibition assembly (helping museum staff

/£ Education programs with labels, art hanging, artifact arrangement, etc.)

AEWeekdays 10a.m. — 1p.m. ASaturdays 10a.m. — 1p.m. AESundays 10a.m. — 1p.m.
AEWeekdays 1p.m. —4p.m.  ASaturdays 1p.m. —4p.m.  AESundays 1p.m. — 4p.m. AEWeekday evenings

e = =3

ADOPT AN ARTWORK

OMAH has several pieces of OMAMH needs help with Muse News

t t ) :

e N need oTTencer, 1o¥ing from interested members

A donation of $75.00, will de- If you would like to submit regular articles on history,
acidify, matt and reframe an art or cultural issues pertaining to Orillia and area, please
OMAH  work, bringing it up call the museum and leave a message for Theresa Soper,
to current gallery standards. communications committee chair.

Not much for preventative

conservation that will extend the
life of the work for generations
to come. With every Adopt an OMAH NEEDS YOUR SUSTAINING CONTRIBUTIONS!
Artwork donation, you will be
given credit each time the work
is shown and we will send you a C Enclosed is my donation toward OMAHGs sustaining fund campaign.
photograph and the details of the C  Please charge $ to my credit card each month.*

artwork you helped conserve.
On a larger scale, OMAH has
an original plaster statuette

Please make cheques payable to Orillia Museum of Art & History. All donations are tax deductible.

Name as it appears on credit card:
C Visa C MasterCard C Amex

of Champlain, ¢1920 in need Card Number: Expiry: ____
of major cleaning and repair. *This monthly charge can be cancelled or suspended by the credit card holder at any time by notifying OMAH in
Please contact for more details. writing.

To date, OMAH has received $19,305 from its generous donors since launching its second sustaining fund campaign
in October 2006. If you have not yet made a donation to this cause, please do so. Our goal again this year is
$25,000, to support museum programs while meeting our operating budget.

Muse News is published by the Orillia Museum of Art & History six times a year. Muse News is available free
of charge with a current membership. The museum gratefully acknowledges the financial assistance of its

members and supporters. The museum is a registered charitable organization No. 13723 0587 RRO0001.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History gratefully acknowledges the ynancial support of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. The Ontario Trillium Foundation, an agency of the Ministry of Culture, receives annually $100
million of government funding generated through Ontariods charity casino initiative. The Foundation provides
grants to eligible charitable and not-for-proyt organizations in the arts, culture, sports, recreation, environment
and social service sectors.

THE ONTARIO TRILLIUM FOUNDATION

LA FONDATION TRILLIUM DE L'ONTARIO
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