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News

Message from the Director

As our members know, the 
Orillia Museum of Art and 
History launched its 2007 

annual sustaining fund campaign 
a few weeks ago.  OMAHôs goal 
this year is to raise $40,000 from 
donations in support of its ongoing 
programs, the core of which are 
exhibition, education, research and 
collection management.  So far, we 
have raised over $17,000 which 
really bodes well for the museum this 
early in our ýscal year.   Thank you so 
much to those generous donors have 
already made their contributions in 
response to the letter.  
Leigh Reynolds, our fundraiser 
and sponsorship developer, has 
met Novemberôs ArtsVest deadline 
and funding maximum to support 
OMAHôs exhibition schedule into 
2009.   ArtsVest is a three year pilot 
matching incentive program created 
by Business for the Arts in partnership 
with the Ontario Ministry of Culture, 
the Ontario Trillium Foundation, and 
Canadian Heritage. Its goal is to help 
develop new, mutually beneýcial 
partnerships between business and 
arts organizations that will in turn 
beneýt Ontario communities.  We 
have conýrmed sponsorship from 
the following local businesses: 
Home Hardware, Sheridan Catering, 
Shadows Salon, Assante Wealth 
Management, and Sunshine 
Racket and Fitness Club.  ArtsVest 
will match dollar for dollar their 
investment in OMAH.  We hope that 
these new funding partnerships will 
become long-term friendships and 
OMAH encourages you to frequent 
these local, community-minded 
businesses who recognize the value 

of supporting culture and heritage 
in your city.
One example of business 
supporting the arts is the inaugural 
Festival of Banners, which 
wrapped up at OMAH at the end 
of October.  Downtown merchants 
and business owners stated that 
there was marked increase in 
people navigating the downtown 
core with the corresponding 
brochures in hand which identiýed 
the artists who created the colourful 
banners.  OMAH encourages the 
sponsors and merchants to support 
the festival again next year, and is 
looking forward to displaying them 
for a longer time frame so that the 
community has a greater chance 
to enjoy this inclusive community 
beautiýcation festival.
Things are progressing with regard 
to moving toward launching 
OMAHôs Phase II capital campaign 
to ýnish the second and third þoors 
and install an elevator to make the 
entire building accessible.  After 
meeting with a museologist in early 
October, the building committee 
voted against going ahead with a 
consultant-led space assessment, 
but to make adjustments as needed 
to the original architectural plans 
drawn up in 2000 by Rod Young 
Architects.  The committee will 
invite input from stakeholders 
on what facilities (exhibition, 
administration, preparation 
areas, etc.) will go where across 
the two þoors.  At the moment, 
the committee is focused on 
researching the structural elements 

continued on page 5.....
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James Mercerõs War: An Orillian in Normandy

As a scout with the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry 
Highlanders, James Mercer saw the Normandy 
Invasion ýrsthand.  A photographer from the 

Netherlands, working with the Allied Forces, followed 
Mercerôs unit throughout the battles, chronicling its steps.  
The result?  Over eighty photographs of the front lines, 
devastated towns, and moments of victory, as well as 
poignant images of the civiliansô resilience, in the face 
of war.  This is the story, told through detailed notes and 
photographs, of James Mercerôs war.
Like thousands of other young men, James entered 
the army in 1943, completed training and was shipped 
overseas.  Originally, his unit was part of a tank corps and 
issued tropical gear and uniforms, likely indicating that 
the soldiers were destined to ýght in Italy.  Plans changed 
shortly before they left, and instead, his unit ended up on 
the Normandy coast on June 10th, 1944 (known in army 
lingo as ñD-Day plus fourò).    It was absolutely critical for 
the Allied Forces to retain the bridgehead they had gained 
at great cost of life on the coast.  The German fortiýcations 
were very strong, and the land was þat and full of thick 
hedgerows, excellent for sniper and tank positions.
For the ýrst month, the Allies fought inch by inch over the 
land, relying on scouts like James Mercer to travel behind 
enemy lines and relay to them locations and strengths of 
German positions.  When I asked, he told me ñI had to 
ýgure out where the Germans were by watching for þashes 

from the guns, and then I called it in.ò Intrigued, I asked him 
if they had issued a camera to him. ñNo,ò he said, he had to 
rely completely on memory, and relate what he had seen and 
heard once he returned to his unit.
The Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Highlanders (SD&Gs) 
received battle honours for their work at Normandy, Caen 
and Falaise, Boulogne, the capture of the mouth of the 
Scheldt River, and on German turf with the battles at the 
Rhineland, the Hochwald, the Rhine and Leer.  
Near the very end of the war, General Montgomery put 
together a small unit of 200 to 300 men, all scouts.  This 
group was then sent to Berlin, ironically just a few short 
days after Hitler committed suicide, and a few short 
days before Victory in Europe was declared on May 7.  
Mercer and some of his fellow soldiers ended up in the 
F¿rherbunker, Hitlerôs bunker under the German legislature 
building, the Reichstag, where Hitler had died.  James 
Mercer came back from the war with a small wooden piece 
of Adolf Hitlerôs bed, and a ribbon from his hat.  Both have 
been authenticated by Ottawa and are now part of OMAHôs 
collection of World War II items.
When the war was over, James Mercer was only 21 years of 
age and had taken part in several of the most pivotal events 
of the 20th century. 
James Mercerôs War will be displayed in digital format in 
the main þoor exhibition space from Saturday, November 3 

to November 30.  Please see event listing on page 4.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History was pleased to partner 
with the Festival of Banners committee by hanging the banners 
at the museum from October 25 to 27 and hosting the gala and 
silent auction.  More than 300 people attended the family-
friendly gala and the committee raised over $5000 from the 
auction to support the festival. Congratulations to committee 
chairperson Leslie Fournier, Zephyr Art Gallery and the entire 
committee.  Well done!
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ñOde to Belongingò is a response to the exhibition, Belonging 
- a celebration of place, curated by Judith Gibson-Vick 
which ran at OMAH from September 5 to October 24. The 
ñcelebrationò was created by artists Marlene Bulas, Juliana 
Hawke, Joanna McEwen, Prudence Smith with a ýlm by Emma 
Barlow.  The celebration was comprised of individual works and 
contributions.  I felt that free verse allowed a more intimate and 
visceral response to the workôs greater impact as a collaboration 
ï J.R.

ODE TO BELONGING
I

Passionate women have blessed the land;
Intuitive artists, healers, wise and cherishing.

II
The fragile primordial, strewn with detritus and decay

Become fountains of life, streams of interpretation
Transforming obsession into love.

Inchoate, fecund, microscopic, seeking not the mechanical
But the very cells of life.
Love of place and being,

Tendrils reaching for the sweet watered earth,
While dying to feed new life.

III
Their expressions of truth eschew the pedantic 

For the Socratic
With the probing question, the subtle voice, the equivocal 

statement.
Testing our feeling for air and art, and sky in the branches,

And the dear earth on which we tread.
Pictures within pictures, no decrees of size or scale,
We are given leave to enjoy our own conclusions.

They show us the balance of loss and gain,
Of beginning and end.

IV
Theories shift in the wind and we are called, 

By the trees by the pathways and by the cleansing snows.
Reviews of the majesty of wood and leaf,
Corinthian columns strong yet vulnerable,

The threat of apocalypse laughs from beyond.
V

Despite, perhaps because of all this,
There comes a peaceful silent rest,

Gentle truths simply spoken: juxtaposing
History, art and creation,

Bending details to accentuate the need,
The urgency of life.

VI
Momentarily we feel the dissection of the whole corpus,

The water the air the light,
The pebbles shaken by the stream, and the taste

Of photosynthesis, of the worthless and of the beautiful.  
We are obliged to acknowledge reality.

        VII
They have called us lovingly.

They have reminded us of things we know,
In our hearts.

Nothing changes, everything changes; 
We need only conceive the rationale.

BELONGING - a celebration of placeober

John Reesor 

CHARITABLE GIVING & BCE SHARES
The pending privatization of BCE means that share-
holders will be required to sell their shares.  As a 
result, this may be a particularly good time to donate 
your BCE shares to OMAH. In Canada, gifts of 
publicly listed securities do not give rise to a taxable 
capital gain, therefore, it may be more advantageous 
from a tax perspective to donate the securities rather 
than sell the securities and donate cash.  By donating 
shares to OMAH or another favourite charity, you 
not only will receive a donation receipt for the full 
value of the gift, but will also eliminate any taxable 

capital gain.
If you would like further information 

on gifting securities, please 
call Jane Tremblay, Assante 
Capital Management at 327-
5231.

Iroquois Beadwork, one of the Royal Ontario Museumôs 
newest traveling exhibitions, is on until January 5, 2008 at 
OMAH. This new exhibit offers an intimate retrospective 
of historic and contemporary Iroquois art and craft 
and traditional beliefs.  The exhibit also examines the 
iconography and its meaning: the meanings presented 
by the interpretive information, plus the meanings that 
may be conveyed to each of us personally by the art 
itself.  We are told that the works may teach us of ñlove, 
compassion, a good mind and the ability to work together 
with others as one. They speak a language which is silent, 
yet more eloquent than the written page.ò So says the 
material from the exhibit - sounds good to me.
This exhibit is worthy of careful observation - so letôs 
all take Anitaôs advice, allow plenty of time and read the 
labels.

ïJohn Reesor
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Exhibition Schedule and Upcoming 
Events

Iroquois Beadwork: Through the Voices of Beads 
(a travelling exhibition from the Royal Ontario Museum)
October 30, 2007 to January 5, 2008
FREE Saturday Family Drop in for Art
Saturdays, November 10 to December 8, resuming 
January 5 to 26, 2008, 1 to 2:30p.m.  Donations 
appreciated.
Bushel Basket-Making Adult Workshop
Saturday, November 17, 10a.m. to 4p.m., $70 + $30 
materials fee payable to the instructor
James Mercerôs War, a special post-Remembrance Day 
presentation by Anita Miles, OMAH collections manager
Saturday, November 17, 11a.m., members ï free, non-
members ï regular museum admission
History Speaker: Dan Byers, ñThe Human Experience 
in the Trenches of World War Iò
Wednesday, November 21, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
Annual Christmas Bazaar
Begins Friday, November 23 and runs until Christmas!
Special Holiday Saturday Drop-In for Art 
for Children and Seniors 
Saturday, December 15 & 22, 1 to 3p.m., $5 per person 
or $15 per group of four 
Annual Christmas Social
Sunday, December 16, 3 to 5p.m., $5 per person
Peter Stranks: Decisive Moments
January 8 to March 1, Opening reception TBA.
Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner with guest speaker, 
Richard Gwyn
Saturday, January 12, cocktails at 6p.m., dinner at 7p.m., 
Best Western Mariposa Inn and Conference Centre. 
Tickets $45. ï available at OMAH or from Al Hutching 
(326-4305)
History Speaker: Mary Mick, ñIrish ï Palatines: A 
Little Known Immigrant Groupò
Wednesday, January 16, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
History Speakers: Ron and Ann Harrison, ñThe 
Underground Railroadò
Wednesday, February 20, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
Symbols of Canada: The Paintings and Quilts of Ada 
Bruce Torrance
March 5 to May 3
History Speaker: Bob White, ñThe Haidaò
Wednesday, March 19, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
History Speaker: Lloyd Johnston, ñBlacksmithingò
Wednesday, April 16, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
History Speaker: Heather Kirk, ñMazo de la Rocheò
Wednesday, May 14, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church

Beginning in the fall, OMAH launched several new 
programs and workshops for all ages.  Many of 
these programs have been successful and we hope 

to continue their success throughout the upcoming year.  
Here is an update on a few of the many programs and 
workshops that OMAH is proud to be offering.
On September 8th thanks to sponsorship by the Community 
Foundation of Orillia & Areaôs Ontario Endowment for 
Children & Youth in Recreation Fund, OMAH launched its 
ýrst free Saturday Family Drop-In for Art program which 
is led by professional local arists. The programôs success 
was marked by record attendance on Saturday, October 20 
when twenty-one children and nine adults showed up to 
create art together.  OMAH is thrilled to continue offering 
the Saturday Drop-In for Art and hopes that it will be 
sustainable beyond January 2008 thanks to the generous 
donations from families who frequent the program.
On September 20th OMAH began offering a Nostalgia 
Program for retirement homes and seniors groups around 
the city.  This program is delivered by volunteers and staff 
with the goal of reminiscing and remembering the past 
through photographs, artifacts, documents and stories.  
Thanks to funding from the United Way of Greater 
Simcoe, the Nostalgia Program will be able to grow and 
will be sustained throughout 2008.  If there are any seniorsô 
groups or retirement homes that are interested in OMAHôs 
Nostalgia Program please contact: Katie Calcaterra, 
Programs Coordinator at 326-2159.
On October 27th OMAH in conjunction with St-Andrewôs 
- St. Jamesô Cemetery held its ýrst Cemetery Walk and 
Guided Tour.  Twenty people turned out to battle the climate 
on the rained-soaked afternoon of history, symbology and 
superstition.  OMAH would like to thank the dedicated 
history lovers for attending this event regardless of the 
weather.

Coming up: 
November 17, Carey Nicholson is teaching a Bushel 
Basket workshop from 10am-4pm. Please register by the 
Wednesday before the workshop to guarantee enrolment. 
For registration call 705-326-2159.
On December 15 and December 22 from 1-3pm, OMAH 
is hosting a day of Holiday fun for children and seniors. 
Children are invited to bring a grandparent or senior family 
friend and participate in an afternoon of holiday activities.  
On December 15 we will decorate gingerbread and sugar 
cookies and paint tree ornaments.  On December 22 we 
will make snow globes and beautiful tree ornaments using 
ribbon and beads.   $5 per person or $15 for a group of 
four.  This is a great chance to give mom and dad time to 
shop without the kids! Registration is appreciated, but not 
necessary.  705-326-2159.

Programs UpdateeSeptember 8th thanks to
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Our Two Centsõ Worth
from the History Committee

Members who have a Historical 
Society background can 
take great pride these days 

in the historical exhibition now 
permanently on view at the museum. 
The colourful information panels 
and the artifacts displayed cover 
the ancient past of this area, as well 
as Orilliaôs development. Please invite your 
friends to visit the museum and to become members and 
supporters. There are many families in Orillia whose own 
memorabilia is of historic interest, and donations of papers 
and objects to our civic museum and gallery will continue 
to help ýll out the big picture.
Would you believe that we, the members, have become 
historical artifacts ourselves? Each History Speaker 
Evening now features brief proýles of long-time members, 
at the beginning of the program. These proýles will be 
retained in the ýles of OMAHôs Research Room, since they 
provide a capsule description of the issues and events that 
have been a part of each memberôs life. They also reveal 
the formative role that many of our individual members 
have played in Orilliaôs progress.
The History Publications subcommittee has resumed work 
on the proposed book of Isabel Brillingerôs local stories. 
About thirty stories have been assembled and there may 
be a few more on the way. Illustrations will accompany the 
text. Isabel intends to donate the copyright to the museum 
so that over the years, proceeds from the sales of the books 
will beneýt  OMAH operations. Isabel has begun appearing 
at History Speaker Evenings to present new anecdotes. She 
is in her 90s now, but her memory is undiminished!
The Research Room is now well stocked with historical 
and genealogical sources. It has convenient computer 
workstations and a photocopier. Your donations of 
historical material will be very welcome, and the facility is 
also looking for volunteer staff.
Remember to mark your calendar for the Membersô 
Christmas Reception at the museum, on Sunday, December 
16th, from 3 ï 5 pm. A cover charge of $5.00 per person 
is requested. Also, it is not too early to call Al Hutchings 
(326-4305) to reserve your tickets for the Sir John A. 
Macdonald dinner on Saturday, January 12th, 2008. The 
tickets go very quickly, especially if you want to book a 
table with friends.

OMAH Board 
Chair, Will Davis 
accepted a John Ross 
Robertson trophy 
from Goodwill staff, 
Lucia Ruffolo and 
Danielle Armstrong 
in September.  The 
Orillia Hockey Club 
intermediate team 
won the cup against the Wiarton Red Shirts in 1915.  
Several people notiýed OMAH about the anonymously-
dropped off trophy for sale at the store, which Goodwill, 
after learning about the museumôs interest, then donated 
to OMAH.  Work for the trophyôs restoration is now being 
appraised and several OMAH members have generously 
pledged funds for the purpose.

Honourable Justice A.M. 
(Mac) Carter launched his 
book, History of the Carter 
Family Restaurants, at 
OMAH on September 26.  He 
sold the ýrst printing of 17 
books in under an hour, with 
all proceeds to OMAH.  Since 
then, the judge has gone to a 
third (and last) printing to meet 
demand.  We are extremely 
grateful to Judge Carter for 
supporting the museum while 
documenting his familyôs 
history in such a valuable and lasting way.

that are already in place and what will need to be added 
and modiýed to make the spaces useable for the public and 
administrative operations of the museum.  
Last but not least, there are some great events, large 
and small, coming up over the next few months.  Please 
check out page 4 for the upcoming Exhibition Schedule 
and Events list for details on a post-Remembrance Day 
presentation entitled ñJames Mercerôs War,ò special 
Christmas Family Drop In for Art programs, Januaryôs 
Sir John A. Macdonald dinner, and other new and exciting 
programs for the membership and entire community.  See 
you at the Christmas Social on December 16! 

......continued from page 1

Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner
Guest Speaker: Richard Gwyn

Saturday January 12, 2008
Cocktails ï 6p.m., Dinner ï 7p.m.

Best Western Mariposa Inn and Conference Centre
Tickets $45. Available from OMAH or

call Al Hutchings ï 326-4305

Take a moment to 
remember, itôs important.




