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Happy New Year everyone!  With this 
newsletter in mind, I looked back at 
my 2007 Message From the Director 
to see what was going on a year ago at 
OMAH.  In it, I wrote that 2007 was 
going to be the biggest and best year 
yet and it seems to have unfolded that 
way, thanks to the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation grant and the operating 
funding received from the City 
of Orillia.  Together, this funding 
allowed OMAH to increase its staff 
and programming to meet public 
demand and ministry-mandated 
regulations for museums.  
I feel very proud to announce that 
OMAH is well on its way to achieving 
all of the goals that we set out back in 
2006 when we applied to Trillium and 
the City.  They were: 
ü A strong, stable, dynamic 

community museum that tells 
the story of the City of Orillia, 
contributes to the recreational 
and educational needs of the 
community, and is a major 
heritage attraction for visitors to 
Orillia and Simcoe County.

ü An increased capacity to lure 
tourists and residents to the 
downtown core and contribute 
to the economic growth of 
Orilliaôs heritage downtown and 
the larger city.

ü An increased ability for 
OMAH to meet the demand 
of residents, visitors, schools 
and researchers visiting the 
museum for exhibitions, 
shopping, educational programs 
and historical/genealogical 
information, resulting in 
increased revenue from these 

sources.
ü An increased ability for OMAH 

to fundraise in order to meet 
its operating needs through 
sponsorship and membership 
development, events and 
traditional fundraising 
practices.

ü An increased ability for OMAH 
to care for, exhibit and interpret 
documents, artifacts, artwork 
and stories that will contribute 
to the knowledge of Orilliaôs 
communal history and identity 
for residents and visitors.  

ü An increased awareness of 
OMAH as a cultural entity and 
historical resource and the Sir 
Sam Steele Memorial Building 
as an architectural artifact 
documenting Orilliaôs history 
and development.

In 2008 we are looking forward to 
continued growth and a new program 
of historic and cultural conservation, 
exhibitions, events and education 
programs.  
This year, the museum is again asking 
for municipal funding ï this time for 
$75,000 to support operations (last 
yearôs request for $100,000 resulted 
in $50,000 of funding which the 
museum very much appreciated and 
put to good use).  Shortly, Council 
will review all external requests 
before going into budget deliberations 
February 12 to 15.  Please talk with 
or e-mail the Councillor in your 
ward to encourage them to support 
OMAHôs request from the City of 
Orillia which is in line with funding 
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received by comparable community museums and 
galleries in Ontario.  City support will allow OMAH to 
maintain existing programs to meet demand and build its 
capacity, resulting in a positive impact on the education, 
recreation, economy, and cultural identity of the residents 
of Orillia and area, and the enjoyment and interest of its 
visitors.  Your voice makes a difference!  
OMAHôs accountant has just ýnished his review 
engagement with positive comments, and, as per usual, I 
have included the highlights in this issue of Muse News 
so that members can peruse it at their leisure.  Once 
again, OMAH has maintained a balanced budget for the 
past ýscal year and the board will be paying off the 2004 
bridge ýnancing loan for Phase I of the capital building 
campaign early in the New Year!  Thank you to those 
generous supporters who continue to give to the building 
fund and honour their pledges for this purpose.  OMAHôs 
ýnances will be presented and discussed in length at the 
Annual General Meeting in May.  In the meantime, if 
you have any questions about the ýnancial report, please 
call.
This yearôs line-up of exhibitions highlights the Orillia 
areaôs talented current and historical artists, beginning 
with photographer Peter Stranks, followed by late artist 
and quilt designer, Ada Bruce Torrance, the annual 
Orillia Senior High School Student and All-Ontario 
Juried exhibitions.  In August and September OMAH will 
host professional watercolourist, international instructor, 

author, and lifetime elected member of the Canadian 
Society of Painters in Watercolour, Jack Reid.   Following 
Reidôs retrospective, OMAH will be hosting an off-the-
wall travelling exhibition entitled In Picassoôs Shoes, a 
wacky and innovative look at 20th century masterpieces 
reproduced on everyday, utilitarian shoes!  
 The Orillia Museum of Art and History has also forged 
a new partnership with the Festival of Banners.  OMAH 
has agreed to take on the physical hosting and some 
coordination of activities associated with the festival in 
2008 while the organization marketing and sponsorship 
development will remain the responsibility of the Festival 
of Banners committee.  We are really looking forward 
to participating in a greater way with this wonderful 
initiative that made this summerôs downtown streetscape 
so colourful!  
Last but not least, February 18 is Family Day - Ontarioôs 
newest statutory holiday!  It is also Heritage Day, which 
means that the Orillia Museum of Art and History will be 
open this special Monday free of charge, so bring your 
entire family along!  There will be activities for the kids in 
the education room on the lower level and we encourage 
you to check out the latest additions to our Museum Shop!  
The museum will also be giving guided tours of the Sir 
Sam Steele Memorial Building (free with admission) 
throughout Heritage week - February 19 to 22 - at regularly 
scheduled intervals.  See www.orilliamuseum.org or call 
for more information!

......continued from page 1

2008 Zephyr Art Gallery Exhibition Schedule
Reclaimed: January 11 to February 24

Womenõs Show: February 29 to March 22
Primavera: March 25 to May 24

Endless Summer VIII:  May 27 to August 16
Meet the Artists: August 19 to October 25
Mysteria: October 27 to January 10, 2009

Orillia Museum of Art and History
Volunteer Appreciation Day
Wednesday, February 20, 

12 to 2p.m.
OMAH loves its volunteers and 
we would like to show its 
appreciation.
OMAH volunteers including 
(but of course not limited 
to) committee members, board members, 
errand runners, gallery sitters, 
membership volunteers, research room 
volunteers, front desk volunteers and 
exhibition installation helpers who 
contribute not less than four hours 
annually, are invited to a volunteer 
appreciation day event on Wednesday, 
February 20, from 12 to 2p.m.  Volunteer 
attendees will receive a gift of 
appreciation.  Refreshments served.

http://www.visualartsbrampton.com/agcspwc.htm
http://www.visualartsbrampton.com/agcspwc.htm
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This December, OMAHôs WISH TREE was hung 
with many silver stars, each one honouring a person 
who has brought joy to our lives. Sadly, due to 

snow squalls and dangerous driving conditions, the Wish 
Tree ceremony and Annual Christmas Social on Sunday, 
December 16 was cancelled. 
 In total, 70 stars were hung in memory of John Reesor, 
Jack Davis, Dr. Barbara Fallis, Michael Lewis Sheridan, 
Louise Jerome, Gordon H. Colborne and Dr. J. Brian 
McGugan.  Other honorees and well wishes went to Tiny 
and Betty Small, Vivienne MacDonald, Allison Parish, 
Dan and Sarah Parish, Jason Parish, Justin, Josh, Jas and 
Jake Reynolds, Thressa Colborne, Martha McNab Garrett, 
and Don Cockburn.  OMAH thanks all of the people who 
gave on behalf of someone close to their hearts.  OMAH 
will endeavour to reschedule the Wish Tree Ceremony in 
conjunction with another new endeavour, Volunteers Warm 
Our Hearts ï a volunteer recognition event on February 20  
at 12 noon.
The Orillia Museum of Art and Historyôs Wish Tree carries 
on a long tradition of ñwish treesò, with links to Hindu 
mythology, wassailing, Scottish, Irish and English rituals 
of offering and Chinese New Year celebrations.  Wherever 
Wish Trees began, their ancestors were symbols of good 
wishes and good luck.  OMAHôs Wish Tree is decorated 
with replicas of Victorian tree ornaments, popcorn and 
cranberry chains, wrapped candies, and other treasures 
reþective of the era of the Sir Sam Steele Memorial 
Building.  We decided to forgo the lit candles - a tradition 
with its roots in18th century France!

Upcoming Programstember 8th thanks to

You, Your Camera and Creativity
Presented by: Orillia and District Camera Club
Instructors: David Kennedy, Mark Kruse and John 
McQuirter
When: February 2, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm.  
Cost: $40 + $2.50 materials fee
This workshop will address:

Å  Developing photographic vision
Å  The basics of using a digital camera (exposure, white 

balance, focusing, choice of lens)
Å  How to use your camera creatively (use of exposure 

and ýlters)
Å  How to use your computer to add creativity 

(conversion to black and white, combining images)
The workshop will begin promptly with a photo session 
in which John McQuirter will photograph each participant 
in classic and fun styles.  At the end of the workshop the 
group will review the photos. continued on next page......

10th Annual Sir John A. Macdonald 
Dinner, January 12, 2008

Sir John A Macdonald Dinner head table l-r: Coco Bremner, 
Dave Sarjeant, guest speaker Richard Gwyn, Jean Sarjeant, 
Hugh Gainsford, Carol Bishop-Gwyn and Wally Bremner.

Mr. Gwyn, parliamentary correspondent, Ofýcer of the 
Order of Canada and author of several best-selling books 
including his latest Macdonald: The Man Who Made Us- 
Volume I, took questions from the audience after his talk 
on Saturday

Sir John A Macdonaldôs gold seal ring with the Clan 
Donaldôs reversed motto PER MARE PER TERRAS (By 
Sea and by Land) on the front. Inscribed on the inside 
is ñSir John from A.P.C. 16 August 1885.ò The ýrst 
person to contact the OMAH and tell us who A.P.C. was 
(including middle name) wins a free one-year OMAH 
membership!

Contest 



After School Drawing Class for Youth 
(Ages 10-12) ï 6 weeks

On Thursdays January 10 - February 14 
 4:15 - 5:45pm, Youth ages 10-12 are invited 

to participate in a drawing class taught 
by professional regional artist, Richard 
VanderMeer. This session will focus 

on various drawing mediums including pencil, charcoal, 
cont® and pastel.  Aspects of tone, composition, design 
and colour relationships will be discussed.  Students 
will complete 4 - 6 works of art, utilizing instructor 
demonstrations and a hands-on approach.  $75 + $10 
materials fee.
To register or for more information on any of the above, 
please call 705-326-2159

Childrenôs Discovery Gallery
Throughout January and February, 
OMAH will be concentrating on 
renovating its Childrenôs Discovery 

Gallery.  OMAHôs goal is to develop 
a space where children can explore 

history and art within a comfortable, fun and creative 
environment geared to various learning styles.  
With this goal in mind, OMAH intends to create a 
costume area complete with mirrors, an artifact trunk, 
a sandbox archaeological dig, and a medieval times 
area.
If any of OMAHôs members are interested in donating 
their volunteer time, material, clothing or objects that 
they believe would be helpful in the creation of our 
Childrenôs Discovery Gallery please contact: Katie 
All help is welcome!
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Exhibition Schedule and Upcoming 
Events

Participants should bring a camera and, if they wish, 
examples of their photographs.  Handouts will be provided 
on the day of the workshop. 
David Kennedy, Club President, and local photographers, 
Mark Kruse and John McQuirter, will lead the workshop. 
The instructors have all made the transition to digital 
photography and have a wide range of interests including 
nature, portraiture, landscape and digital creative 
photography.  Their personal skills range from classic 
photography to Photoshop Creative, portrait photography 
and quality printing.  
The Orillia and District Camera Club is dedicated to 
assisting its members to develop their photographic skills 
through regular meetings, photographic competitions, 
workshops and outings.  The proceeds from the programs 
of the ODCC and the museum. 

Free Saturday Family Drop-In for Art
Every Saturday until February 23 from 1 to 2:30p.m.  
Donations to sustain this program are appreciated!
Peter Stranks: Decisive Moments
January 8 to March 1, 
Opening reception: Saturday, January 19, 7 to 10p.m.
Artistsô talk: Thursday, January 24, 7p.m.
After School Drawing Class for Youth 
(Ages 10-12) ï 6 weeks
January 10 - February 14, 4:15 - 5:45pm, 
$75 + $10 materials fee
Sir John A. Macdonald Dinner with guest speaker, 
Richard Gwyn
Saturday, January 12, cocktails at 6p.m, dinner at 7p.m., Best 
Western Mariposa Inn and Conference Centre.  SOLD OUT 
History Speaker: Mary Mick, ñIrish Palatines: A Little 
Known Immigrant Groupò
Wednesday, January 16, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
You, Your Camera and Creativity ï a photography 
workshop presented by the Orillia and District Camera Club
February 2, 9:30 am to 3pm.  $40 + $2.50 materials fee
Volunteer Appreciation Day
Wednesday, February 20, 12 to 2p.m.  
Volunteers - come in and receive your gift!
Heritage Day / Statutory Family Holiday
February 18.  Free Admission for everyone!  Scavenger Hunt 
and art activities for children provided. 
Heritage Week
February 18 ï 24
Guided tours of the Sir Sam Steele Memorial building 
provided with admission!  Tours will run Tuesday ï Friday 
at 10a.m, 12 and 2p.m., Saturday at 12 and 2p.m.
History Speakers: Ron and Ann Harrison, 
ñThe Underground Railroadò
Wednesday, February 20, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
Symbols of Canada: The Paintings and Quilts of Ada 
Bruce Torrance
March 5 to May 3
Curatorôs talk: Saturday, March 8, 1p.m., followed by an 
opening reception
History Speaker: Bob White, ñThe Haidaò
Wednesday, March 19, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
History Speaker: Lloyd Johnston, ñBlacksmithingò
Wednesday, April 16, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
Annual Orillia High School Art Exhibition
May 6 to 24, opening reception Thursday, May 8, 6:30p.m.
History Speaker: Heather Kirk, ñMazo de la Rocheò
Wednesday, May 14, 7:30p.m., St. Paulôs United Church
3rd Annual ODAC & OMAH All-Ontario Open Juried 
Art Show
May 28 to August 3, opening reception, 
Saturday, May 31, 7p.m.
Jack Reid Watercolours
August 5 to September 27, opening reception TBA
In Picassoôs Shoes
September 30 to November 29, memberôs reception TBA
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Artifact Focus ð by Anita Miles, collections manager 

A wonderful little piece was donated a short while 
ago, and everyone who has seen it has been 
immediately intrigued.  Itôs a container of 

cleaning powder.  Not that cleaning powder is an 
unusual artifact in and of itself, but this particular 
one was startling for at least two reasons. 
First, the container is marked as having been 
manufactured in Orillia at The Canadian 
Compound Works, a company for which we 
have been completely unable to ýnd any record  
in the various city directories or industrial 
history resources we have in our research room.  
We would love to ýnd out more about this 
company, if anyone should happen to know of it.   
Based on the style of the labeling, we estimate the date of 
manufacture to have been circa 1930.
Second, the design of the can shows a black-faced boy 
with spiky light-coloured hair, a rather unusual design 
which immediately brings to my mind the advent of a 
little rag doll character called the ñGollywoggò which 
ýrst came to light in Florence Uptonôs books around 
the turn of the century.  Black-faced rag dolls based on 
this character became very popular.   By the 1940s, the 
childrenôs author Enid Blyton, had taken this character and 
begun to add it to her popular Noddy series, giving it a 
more mischievous and dark character than it ever was in 
Uptonôs books.  Sufýce it to say, the small black-faced boy 
was a surprisingly common icon on products of all kinds 
during the ýrst half of the 20th century, as manufacturers 

cashed in on the recognition.  I would compare it to some 
extent to the same phenomenon that encourages parents to 

buy such strange products as Barbie-trademarked 
underwear for their children.
Titled ñSpecial Cleanser,ò the labeling has another 
unusual feature:  it has been fully translated into 
French.  Perhaps the manufacturer was intent 
on garnering sales from the relatively local 
French population in the areas of Tay and Tiny 
Townships.
ñFOR CLEANING Kitchen Utensils, Bath 
Tubs, Sinks, Enameled Ware, Tinware, Brass, 
Iron, Steel, Copper, Silverware, Nickle [sic] 
Plate, Kettles, Pots, Windows, Painted Walls, 

Woodwork, Floors, Oil and Rust from machinery and 
may be used for all cleaning purposes with out affecting 
the Handsò the label screams.  Notice there is no mention 
of its cleaning potential with plastics?  Other than French 
Ivory (Celluloid) and Bakelite, most plastics were in their 
infancy at that time, and not commonly used for regular 
household items.  
Weôre not entirely sure what the chemical composition of 
the ñSpecial Cleanserò was, but it likely contained a good 
quantity of washing soda.
The part that leaves me scratching my head a little is the 
note, ñIt is better and more economical than bath brick or 
soaps and is much handier to use.ò  What on earth was 
bath brick, if it wasnôt soap?  Pumice?

January 10 to March 1, 2008
Opening reception: Saturday, March 19 at 7ð10p.m.

Restoration and Construction
Phase II Planning Forum

Wednesday, January 30, 7p.m.
Sir Sam Steele Memorial Building 

The Orillia Museum of Art and History 
Building Committee would 
like to invite all members 
and stakeholders to an 
information forum and 
discussion on the future 

physical space allocation of the museum.  
Phase II of construction, now in the early 
planning stages, will take into consideration 
increased exhibition space, collections 
storage, education space and administration/
meeting areas.   We want to here from YOU 
on how YOU think the unþnished space of 
the 2nd and 3rd ÿoors would be best arranged 
to deliver museum programming and quality 
visitor experience.




