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WHERE PAST AND PRESENT MEET

Recruitment of a new Director

Curator for OMAH

pon receiving news of Sim
Salata’s planned departure,
the OMAH Board of

Directors immediately formed an ad
hoc recruitment committee in order
to fill our soon-to-be-vacant Director/
Curator position.

The recruitment committee
is comprised of eight OMAH
members, five of whom are actively
involved in the interview process.
After advertising the position for
approximately two weeks at the
beginning of February, the committee
was pleased to receive twenty nine
applications. Most of the applicants
are from Ontario, but several are from
across Canada, Europe and the U.S.A.
The recruitment committee is now in
the process of conducting interviews
with the most qualified of the
candidates. In the meantime, it
is business as usual at OMAH
with Anita, Katie, Melissa and
our Volunteers doing a fine job of
managing the day-to-day operations
and planning our busy schedule of
programs for the weeks to come.

Will Davis, Board Chair
Message from the OMAMH staff

reetings! As you can
well imagine, February at
OMAH was a busy month.

Among other events, we held our
first Volunteer Appreciation Day on
February 20", We were glad to see
so many OMAH volunteers come
out to mingle, munch and share their
enthusiasm for OMAH. During the
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reception, we were surprised with a
glimpse of the Grant films, which
had been transferred onto DVD by
Terry Rideout, a volunteer himself,
and Anita Miles. You will note that
we will be sending the first fifteen
films for professional transferring
within the next two weeks. If you
would like to donate to have a film
transferred for $100, please contact
us. You will be provided with a tax
receipt and a copy of the film you
helped to transfer. The reception
provided the staff of OMAH with
the opportunity to show our gratitude
for the hard work and dedication of
OMAH’s volunteers. Each volunteer
received a gift of lily seeds, a copy
of Anecdotes of Olde Orillia and
some great goodies. The Volunteer
Appreciation Day also gave many of
us the opportunity to say goodbye to
Sim Salata.

Sim recently accepted a position
with the Collections Management
Department at Grey Roots Museum
in Owen Sound. While OMAH Board
Members follow the recruitment
process to bring another exceptional
staff person to OMAH, we have been
delighted that several volunteers
have offered to work extra to aid us
in the transition period. To those
volunteers we would like to extend
our additional thanks.

In our front gallery is our new show,
Symbols of Canada: The Paintings
and Quilts of Ada Bruce Torrance.
The quilts are magnificent, and not
your everyday log cabin pattern:
the one entitled “County Fair,” for
example, has a metal ring through the
appliquéd bull’s nose. Her artworks
range from pretty botanical studies,
through impressive oil landscapes



reminiscent of the Group of Seven, to designs for quilts
and rugs.

As mentioned by Sim in January’s newsletter, OMAH
has formed a partnership with the Festival of Banners
organization. OMAH will be the location for painting,
and hosting banner viewing between October 31% and
November 8", 2008. Partnering with the Festival of
Banners allows OMAH to make sustainable connections
with our citizens and visitors. To help us in this venture,
OMAH and the Festival of Banners committee are asking
those interested, to volunteer their time at OMAH in the
coming months, to make phone calls, keep records and
other duties as required. Please drop by or call and leave
your name, your availability and state that it is to volunteer
for the Festival of Banners. We will have a list of volunteer
opportunities available, varying in time requirements and
duties. This year’s theme is “Memories of Mariposa” and
the festival promises to be even more exciting and eye-
catching than last year.

Finally, we would like to wish Sim the best of luck with her
new employment. We know that she will be successful and
an asset in her new position.

Katie Calcaterra Programs Coordinator
Anita Miles Collections Manager
Melissa Launchbury ~ Administrative Assistant

Sherry Lawson Thrills Winter Crowd

hen Sherry
Lawson
released her

self-published book on
her life’s lessons entitled
love Been Shot At, What(s
Your Excuse?, she asked
OMAH to host one of the
book signings. We were
thrilled to hear the news
and immediately agreed. Subsequently, on December 19™,
a cozy crowd peeled off layers of coats and scarves, and
settled into the warmth of Sherry’s friendly presence. She
delighted listeners as she read a selection of stories from
her work. The stories provided a glimpse into Sherry’s
life, both past and present, and left the avid reader craving
a chance to curl up with the book at home. Afterwards,
everyone took the time to talk with Sherry over cups of tea
and cornmeal muffins... to share a bit of themselves with
someone that after, all this time, they were just beginning
to know. Pictured are Sim Salata and Sherry Lawson, pen
in hand, to sign a copy for OMAH’s collection. Copies of
I’ve Been Shot At, What’s Your Excuse? are available at
OMAH’s Museum and Gallery Shop for $18.00.

Converting Film to DVD

on a project to convert its amazing collection of 48

historic 16mm film reels to DVD. Taken by Lewis
Grant over the period 1928 to early 1950s, these films were
donated by Couchiching Conservancy in 2003.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History is embarking

We need to convert these reels in order to preserve the
integrity of the images captured on film by Lewis Grant
as much as eighty years ago. The
material, known as cellulose acetate,
is becoming extremely brittle and
buckling. By keeping it in the dark,
we prolong the film, but degeneration
is inevitable. Over the years the film
images will lighten and dry out to the
point that they will not be able to be
run through a projector. Eventually
the images and will be lost and with
them will go a piece of Orillia’s
history.

Some of them show Orillia children
dressed for winter trundling through
snow, a transport truck being pulled out of the ditch by a
team of horses, horse racing on Lake Couchiching, youths
picking apples, downtown architecture and neon signage
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and even the interior of the Sir Sam Steele Building when
it was Orillia’s post office! The significance of these early
silent recordings is invaluable to local history.

To date, four films have been converted using in-house
volunteer methods. These were shown at the February 20
Volunteer Appreciation Event. Unfortunately, neither the
volunteer filmmaker nor the museum is satisfied with the
quality, as the flicker of the film is greatly
amplified because of the differing speeds
of the film and the refilming done at the
museum.

We are making a priority of transferring
the films with the highest relevance
to Orillia’s history first. Estimates to
professionally convert the films to DVD
are approximately $100 per film.

If you would like to give to this cause we
would be extremely grateful. Donations
can be made to OMAH by cheque, cash or
over the phone with a credit card. Please
let the staff or volunteers know you would
like your donation to go to the 16mm Film Conversion
Campaign. We would love to show the entire collection at
a special screening in 2008!



Upcoming Programs

January and February were busy months with the
development of new programs and workshops for the
spring/summer and the completion of important projects
thanks to the dedication of OMAH’s volunteers.

Throughout February, several of OMAH’s volunteers
including, Kathy Duncan, Sandy Dougall, and Elaine
Sweenie worked diligently to create period costumes
and accessories for kids to try on when playing in the
Children’s Discovery Gallery. The costumes include
several pieces of medieval and pioneer garb for both
boys and girls. Thanks to Kathy, Sandy and Elaine, the
costumes were completed in time for use during OMAH’s
first Family Day festivities.

On February 18, OMAH celebrated Ontario’s first Family
Day. As a day allotted for families, OMAH offered free
admission and opened its doors for those who chose to tour
the gallery and create art in our education room. OMAH
is excited to report that eighty nine people attended the
museum throughout the course of the day. Thanks to the
support of the community OMAH will make Family Day
festivities an annual tradition.

From February 18 T 23, OMAH celebrated Heritage
Week. In honour of Heritage Week, we offered free guided
building tours for anyone who attended the gallery and
paid admission. Twenty people on eight different tours
enjoyed the sights and history that the Sir Sam Steele
Memorial Building has to offer. From our jail cells which
remain intact from circa 1950’s to the clock works inside
our remarkable clock tower.

Festival of Banners 2008

Asthe official home ofthe Festival of Banners 2008, OMAH
was buzzing with application fever as registrants attempted
to finish their designs and submit their applications in time
for the February 29" deadline. Volunteers and staff worked
hard organizing applications, responding to inquiries and
preparing for the months of banner painting ahead of them.
OMAH is excited to report that so far 204 entries have
been submitted for the 2008 Festival of Banners. Good
luck to all of the applicants!

Coming Up!

Art Program Guide: Spring/Summer 2008

In preparation for the spring/summer season in Orillia,
OMAH will be launching its first art program guide. Our
program guide includes weekend art/craft workshops and
weekly art classes for seniors, adults and children to choose
from beginning in May and running until the last weekend
in August. OMAH has recruited local and regional artists

from Orillia, Bracebridge, Haliburton, Barrie and Toronto.
Registration for these programs begins March 15" and
space is limited.

You and Your Camera:
Learning to See Creatively
Presented by: Orillia and District Camera Club
Instructors: David Kennedy — Camera Club President
Mark Kruse — Local Photographer
John McQuirter — Local Photographer

Where: The Orillia Museum of Art and History, 11 Peter
St. South, Orillia

When: Saturday, April 12, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm (short lunch
break)

Cost: $40 + $2.50 materials fee
This workshop will address:
1 How to develop your photographic vision

{ Basics of digital camera (exposure, white balance,
focusing, choice of lens)

f How to use your camera creatively for still life,
portraits, and landscapes

1 Basics on using the computer to add creativity
(convert to black and white, merging images)

Participants should bring a camera and, if they wish,
examples of their photographs. Handouts will be provided
on the day of the workshop.

To register please call the Orillia Museum of Art and
History 705-326-2159

Hours: Tuesday — Saturday 10:00am — 4:00pm

We hope to see you and your family members at the
museum this 2008 spring and summer season!

March 5 d May 3,
2008

Curatoris talk:

Saturday;,
March 8

The Paintings and Quilts of Ada Bruce Torrance
sponsoreciby: (Rifytesl SUNSHINE Skonidan Catening
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Our Two Centsi Worth 9 from the History Committee

nce again, OMAH offers

the Spring History and

Art  Adventure  Tour.
You’ve never visited the Sharon
Temple or the Varley Gallery
On May 15" you will have your
chance. Members will travel by
comfortable, washroom-equipped chartered bus to
the historic Temple site (just north of Newmarket),
for a guided tour of the various buildings. In nearby
Unionville, we will enjoy lunch in the picturesque
downtown; the afternoon’s finale will be the guided
tour of the Varley Gallery. The cost of the entire
excursion is $45.00 for Museum members, $55.00
for non-members (a great incentive to join OMAH!).
At the next History Speaker evening, on Wednesday
March 19%, there will be registration sheets, so
please bring your chequebook. Payment will also be
accepted at the Museum reception anytime. But sign
up soon, as space is limited.

The March History Speaker Evening is not to be
missed: it will feature the world premiere of a movie
entitled “Mary Kate Pellatt”. Mary Kate Pellatt, of
Orillia, was the sister of Sir Henry Pellatt (builder of
Toronto’s monumental Casa Loma). She was also
the mother-in-law of Stephen Leacock. Geraldine
Barnardis, who stars in the title role, will be present
at our meeting in St. Paul’s United Church. DVDs of
the movie will be available for sale at $10.00 each.

Regular attendees of the Sir John A. Macdonald
Dinners will be delighted to know that indomitable
convenor Wally Bremner already had next year’s
guest speaker confirmed a few days after the 2008
gala. She is the elegant and accomplished Charlotte
Gray. Having eliminated the usual months of anxious
planning, Wally now has time on his hands to pursue
a suggestion made by the 2008 speaker, Richard
Gwyn, that May 24", Victoria Day, be officially re-
named “Sir John A. Macdonald Day”. On behalf of
the History Committee, Wally is now investigating
the formal petition process, and soon you may be
asked to consider adding your name to our request to
Parliament.

The Research and Reading Room’s hours of operation
are currently Wednesday and Thursday, 1:00 pm to
3:30 pm. The collection continues to expand its

resources in genealogy, and welcomes local family
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history and photographic resources. Restoration
of the Grant family collection of fifty short films is
proceeding; pledges sufficient for the cost of fifteen
of them have been received, and more pledges
are sought from members. With increased land
development in Orillia on the horizon, especially as
Lakehead University breaks new ground for its future
campus, OMAH’s collection of historic records may
help identify, protect and promote ancient aboriginal
settlement sites. We continue to prove OMAH’s
worth, to Orillia’s past and to its future.

Exhibition Schedule

and Upcoming Events
After School Art Class for Youth (Ages 10-12) — Thursdays

after school. Pre-registration is required. Art classes led by
Richard VanderMeer. Call OMAH for various times and topics.

Symbols of Canada: The Paintings and Quilts of Ada Bruce
Torrance

March 5 to May 3

Curator’s talk: Saturday, March 8, 1p.m., followed by an opening
reception

**You, Your Camera and Creativity —a photography workshop
presented by the Orillia and District Camera Club April 12, 9:30
am to 3pm. $40 + $2.50 materials fee

History Speaker: Don Jenkins, fiThe Pellatt Family of
Orilliad

Wednesday, March 19, 7:30p.m., St. Paul’s United Church
History Speaker: Lloyd Johnston, fiBlacksmithingd
Wednesday, April 16, 7:30p.m., St. Paul’s United Church
*Creativity Workshop with artist Elke Sholtz (Adult)
Saturday, May 3, 10:00 a.m.to 4:00 p.m. $65 + $35 material fee
Annual Orillia High School Art Exhibition

May 6 to 24, opening reception Thursday, May 8, from 6:30pm
to 8:30pm

* Introduction to Portrait Drawing with local artist Richard
VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, May 7, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., $50 + $10 material fee
*Portrait Drawing with Pastel with local artist Richard
VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, May 14, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., $50 + $10 material fee

History Speaker: Heather Kirk, fiMazo de la Rocheo
Wednesday, May 14, 7:30p.m., St. Paul’s United Church

OMAH Adventure Tour
Thursday, May 15, Excursion to Sharon Temple and Varley
Gallery. Cost $45 for OMAH members, $55 for non-members.

*Woven Birdhouse with artist Carey Nicholson (Adult)
Saturday, May 24, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., $30 + $5 material fee

*Heart Shaped Basket with artist Carey Nicholson (Adult)
continued on page 5



....continued from page 4
Saturday, May 24, 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., $30 + $15 material fee

3rd Annual ODAC & OMAH All-Ontario Open Juried Art
Show

May 28 to August 3, opening reception, Saturday, May 31, 7p.m.

*Sock Monkeys with artist Jennie Clarke (Ages 6+) Saturday,
June 7 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Fee TBA

*Introduction to Oil Painting with local artist Richard
VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, June 11, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., $65 + $20 material
fee

*Printmaking (2 sessions) with artist Jennie Clark (Adult)
Saturday, June 14 & 21 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., $180 including
material fee

*Open Air Oil Painting with local artist Richard VanderMeer
(15yrs +)

Wednesday, June 18, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., $65+$ 20 material
fee

*Mosaics with artist Tanya MacFarlane (Adult)

Saturday, June 38, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., $95 including
material fee

*Introduction to Watercolour | with local artist Richard
VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, July 2, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., $50 + $20 material fee
*Introduction to Watercolour Il with local artist Richard
Vandermeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, July 9, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., $50 + $20 material fee
*Papermaking with artist Jennie Clark (Ages 6+)

Saturday, July 12, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Fee TBA

*Sky, Clouds and Water with artist Elke Sholtz (Adult)
Saturday, July 26, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., $60 +$17 material fee
Jack Reid Watercolours

August 5 to September 27, opening reception TBA

*African Djembe Drum with artist John Proctor (Adult)
Saturday, August 9, 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., $295 including
material fee

*PVC Pipe Drum with artist John Proctor (Ages 6+)
Sunday, August 10, 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 p.m., $80 including
materials

*Concertina Photo Album with artist Hannah Lin (Adult)
Saturday, August 23, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., $50 + $10 material fee
*Bushel Basket with artist Carey Nicholson (Adult)

Saturday, August 30, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., $60 + $30 material fee
In Picassods Shoes

September 30 to November 29, member’s reception TBA

*Please see your upcoming Experience Art At OMAH
Program Guide for more information on these exhibits. 10%
off all workshop costs for OMAH members

**Please note, the fiYou, Your Camera and Creativityo does
not have the membership discount of 10%, as it is a shared
venture with the Orillia District Camera Club.

Acrtifact Focus & by Anita Miles, collections

manager

recent addition to our
collection is a key from the
Id Hotel Champlain on Front

Street.

One postcard in our collection (a “Genuine
Kodachrome Reproduction) shows an angled
view of the front fagade of the Hotel Champlain
in the late 1950s or so. Emblazoned on the
back of the card was this indication of just
how high-class an establishment it truly was:
“Completely Modern--80 Rooms all with
Bath or Shower.” I think most of us would
take washing amenities for granted these days upon
renting a room in Canada. I certainly can’t recall ever asking
the clerk at the registration desk of a hotel if they were certain
the room came with a bath or shower.

The hotel’s dining room, in honour of its namesake, was lined
with murals painted by artist Kenneth Dawson, three of which
we have now in our collection.

From a late 1950s pamphlet, also in our collection, are these
enlightening words about the hotel:

Overlooking Lake Couchiching and conveniently located
at the foot of our main street, away from the down town
congestion, yet within a few blocks of the exclusive shops and
the many points of interest.

Congenial and informal®the main lounge is designed for
rest, reading, TV viewing, cards or meeting your friends.

Aha! Apparently the “TV in Every Room” slogan for hotels
had not yet made the scene. Guests were expected to view it
in a common area. Realistically speaking, there were likely
only one or two channels with good reception, so it is highly
doubtful that there would have been skirmishes over changing
the channel on the lounge’s television set.

The key in question obviously was never returned to the Hotel
Champlain, even though the leather key fob attached to the
key is clearly marked “Drop in any mail box. We guarantee
postage.” It is also marked in a convenient way for those
who might have forgotten their room assignment: “31 Hotel
Champlain, Orillia, Ontario.” I would think it might be rather
handy as well to an aspiring thief. In case the key became
dissociated from the fob, the key was also engraved with the
room number.

Some of you are likely aware of the film project we’re
working on right now, transferring 16 mm film from the Grant
estate onto DVD before we lose the information. We’ve been
able to look at four of the films. What does this have to do
with the Hotel Champlain? Well, one of the films in question
shows masons working on the distinctive brick facade of the
building, which appears from the film to have been built of
brick, not merely covered with a brick veneer.

Formore in forma ion about the film project, go to our website
at o where there is a link to a video

put together by Orillia Today, or give us a call at 326-2159.
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News From the Gallery Shop

by Melissa Launchbury

to Pefferlaw to meet up with Ruth Pellmann, an artisan

I had met at the Bala Cranberry Festival last fall. She
invited me to sit and have a cup of tea and some cookies while
we looked through her work to bring back to OMAH to have
on consignment. The following is an artisan focus on her
background and work in her own words.

It was a cold day in January when I found myself driving

“My art is a synthesis of my fascination with the natural
world and the internal world of human emotion and
personal development. Using themes from nature, my
art is an interpretation of my unique view of the world.
Creative endeavor has been an intrinsic element in my life.
My interest in aesthetics and decoration within history and
daily life led me to a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Fine Arts
Studio Specialization at the University of Waterloo. At that
time, I was also studying psychology and experiencing the
transformative effect of making art. I went on to graduate
studies in Art Psychotherapy at the Toronto Art Therapy
Institute.

Glass is one of the only art media that directly uses nature,
in the form of light, as an essential part of the artwork’s
composition. Walking in the woods around my home in
Pefferlaw, taking a walk on the shores of nearby Lake
Simcoe, or hearing the blackbirds sing in the rushes of the
river outside my studio window I find never-ending sources
of inspiration. As I hold a finished work up to the sunlight, I
cannot help but see the light shining through the pines of the
French River, or the claming waves on the shores of Lake
Simcoe. I feel a connection to the ancient artists who created
cathedral windows and the drawing of a child I have helped
through art therapy. It is in the studio and in sharing these
glass works with others that I find all the elements of my life
come together.”

The volunteers and staff are waiting for your visit in the
near future to look at Ruth Pellmann’s work, as well as other
wonderful artisan works that are currently for sale. Don’t
forget that March has brought chocolate covered Easter eggs,
quilts by the Orillia Quilters’ Guild, note cards and books
featuring Ada Bruce Torrance’s works.

Wish List

* A good broom and
dustpan

* Dymotape (or similar)
labeler

* Sturdy metal shelving/
racks 12 inches deep

Ruth Pellman * Light coloured cotton

sheets / linens

Soldiersd Memorial Hospital
Celebrates its Centennial

Sim Salata and Sharon Burkhart smile at the unveiling
of Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital’s Centennial exhibit,
which will be on display by the main elevators at
Soldiers’ for the entire year. Sim, on OMAH’s behalf,
dedicated her time to providing much of the information
for the exhibit artifacts and panels.

them. Thank You.

To date, OMAH has received $36,120 from its generous donors, including $6,500 from corporate donors, since
launching its sustaining fund campaign in October. If you have not yet made a donation to this cause, please do so.
Our goal this year is up from last year — $40,000, to support museum programs and the budget needed to deliver

Muse News is published by the Orillia Museum of Art & History six times a year. Muse News is available free
of charge with a current membership. The museum gratefully acknowledges the financial assistance of its

members and supporters.

The museum is a registered charitable organization No. 13723 0587 RRO0001.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. The Ontario Trillium Foundation, an agency of the Ministry of Culture, receives annually $100
million of government funding generated through Ontario’s charity casino initiative. The Foundation provides
grants to eligible charitable and not-for-profit organizations in the arts, culture, sports, recreation, environment

and social service sectors.
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