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Things Of Note by OMAH Staff & Volunteers

t pleases us to give these
Iﬁnancial updates to the OMAH

membership. Thank you to all
who donated to the Endowment
Fund in the past few months. With
your help, OMAH met and exceeded
its matching goal of $7416 by more
than $1000.00! That’s not all. Our
Sustaining  Operations Fund s
continuing to grow and has now
passed the $36,500.00 mark! If you
haven’t made a donation yet to either
of these funds or to the Grant Film
Conversion Fund and would like
to, call OMAH or drop in with your
donation.

We have not yet chosen a new
Director/Curator.  The  selection
committee has re-posted the position,
with a deadline of Friday May 9,
and, as of April 30, OMAH has
already received a good number
of resumes. Meanwhile, the staff
“triumvirate” of Katie, Melissa and
Anita, with lots of help from all of our
dedicated volunteers and members,
are managing OMAH very capably.
Unlike the Roman triumvirates of
the first and second century, this one
is very friendly, and includes shared
work, shared accountability and, best
of all, shared laughter.

Our newest exhibition on the
Community Art Wall showcases
Kathryn Speedie’s work. Speedie,

who specializes in nature and
documentary photography, expresses
her travels around the globe through
the brilliance of colour images. Born
and raised in Orillia and a graduate
of Sheridan College’s Applied
Photography program, Speedie’s
show is on exhibition now until May
24. Kathryn’s framed photographs
are for sale through the Gallery Shop
during her exhibition and may be
picked up on May 24" as well. See

the front desk volunteers for details.

Our next exhibit in the main gallery
is the 14™ Annual High School Art
Exhibition from May 6-25", with the
opening reception on May 8" from 6:
30-8:30pm. One of the young talents,
Cassandra Rowbotham explains the
importance of this exhibit to high
school students. “The Orillia High
School Exhibit, put on by the Orillia
Museum of Art & History provides
an excellent opportunity for high
school students to display their work.
As I finish up my grade 12 year at
Twin Lakes Secondary School, I
know the work that takes place to
put together these pieces of art and
it’s really rewarding to get the chance
to display them to the public. After
personally spending many hours
putting together my own portfolio, as
I plan to attend a Studio Arts program
at University this September, it’s nice
to be able get some recognition for
my efforts. And as I become more
involved with the arts community,
I’ve found that apart from within my
school there are not many options for
a high school student to display their
artwork in Orillia. The Orillia Art
Exhibit is an excellent opportunity
for all young Orillia artists, whether
they plan to pursue a career in art,
or keep it as a hobby.” Admission
during this exhibit is by donation.
Donations received will ensure that
this great tradition continues year
after year.

From time to time the OMAH staff
& Volunteers come up against a real
challenge. The newest challenge
came to us in the form of a question:
Where was Camp  Chatham?
Recently, someone brought to our
attention that the famous American
author, F. Scott Fitzgerald, was a
resident for a short time in our own

continued on page 2.....



Orillia Museum of Art and History
Annual General Meeting Notice to

Members

Date of 2008 Annual General Meeting:

Thursday, June 12, 2008, at 7 pm at the Orillia
Museum of Art & History, Orillia, Ontario L3V 5A09.
Call for Nominations to the Board of Directors
Marcel Rousseau and Bill Sweenie complete their terms
of service and therefore retire from the Board of Directors
at our upcoming Annual General Meeting with our sincere
thanks for their significant contributions and years of
dedicated service.

Board Positions Available

There are three (3) positions available on the Board of
Directors to be filled at the Annual General Meeting.
OMAH members in good standing are invited to put
nominations forward.

Potential candidates are encouraged to apply, as OMAH
highly values the qualities of enthusiasm and a willingness
to contribute.

Nominations Committee

A nominations committee is appointed annually and is
comprisedof OMAH members. Thenominations committee
proposes a slate of Board candidates for the members’
consideration at annual meetings, and is responsible
for providing orientation to new Board members.
Nominations should include confirmation of active OMAH
membership status and a brief professional biography.

Commitment Requirements for OMAH Directors

1 Serve as charitable trustees;

1 Be willing to serve for a three-year term;

1 Be available to attend regular meetings of the Board
and associated committee meetings on a monthly
schedule (a minimum 3 hour monthly commitment);
AND;

! Be members in good standing of the Orillia Museum
of Art & History.

Objectives of the Search

OMAH is in an active process of strategic organizational
renewal and refreshment. In addition to this year’s search,
three more Board positions will be available at the 2009
AGM. We value an effective organizational climate, set
and achieved by a strong and healthy Board and staff,
making use of all available talents and skills in order to
serve our mandate. One priority for the next two years
includes defining and securing an appropriate level of
resources (human, spatial, and monetary) to achieve
OMAH’s aims and objectives.

Please forward your nomination to Jane Tremblay by email

at Enfog@orilliamuseum.ord or in person to OMAH by

Monday, June 9, 2008 by 4 pm.
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fair city, Orillia. At the Princeton Archives, which houses
many of Fitzgerald’s private papers and correspondence,
there exists a letter written by him at the age of 11 from a
boys’ summer camp in Orillia in 1907. “Camp Chatham,
Orillia, Ontario” was the printed heading on his letter, and
a later recollection by him indicates that it was close to the
water, as the boys paddled and swam in the lake. None of
our researchers have been able to track down a mention of
a camp by that name. Based on Fitzgerald’s writings, it
may have been run by people by the last name of Upham
or Upton, but even that is conjecture. If you have any idea
where this camp was located, how long it was in existence,
or have seen written mention of it in your travels, please let
us know. We would love to solve this literary mystery.

Thanks to our generous sponsors, we have now been
able to transfer 15 of the Grant family films, which show
original footage of Orillia scenes, events and landmarks.
The company we retained to transfer the films into digital
format did a wonderful job, and the results are very
professional. On May 29, from 6 to 8 p.m., we will be
giving our members and the public a chance to see some
of the scenes from the roughly 4 hours of film already
transferred. Watch for more information about this in
upcoming events and on our website.

Our Two Cents’ Worth

— from the History Committee

During the past season, members and friends attending the
History Speaker Evenings have enjoyed a new feature: the
celebration of special individuals whose work on behalf of
history matters has been outstanding.

In October, we honoured three stars: Joan and Jay Cody,
and Isabel Brillinger. Jay Cody was a founder of the Orillia
Historical Society, and a tireless activist for historical
preservation in this city. Joan, his partner in these efforts,
was herself the founder of Orillia’s first LACAC. Isabel
Brillinger lives in the home where she was born over
ninety years ago; she is the chronicler of many old-time
local stories.

At the November evening, Luke and Lorna Irwin were
featured. Luke, a descendant of the 1830’s Rebellion
martyr Samuel Lount, has been a long-time leader in the
early days of the OHS, and Lorna has had a distinguished
career as a university librarian.

In January, Sim Salata presented an appreciative biography
of Jim Angus and Pat Angus, who plunged into historical
matters as soon as they retired to Orillia in the mid-1990’s.
Jim has written several books on local history, and Pat and
Jim continue to volunteer in formative areas of the present
Museum, particularly Jim’s work on its constitution.

February’s honorees were the indefatigable Sarjeants, Jean
and David. We recognized Jean’s leadership as Historical
Society president and later Chair of the Museum Board,
and her long-time role as archivist. Dave for many years
chronicled and publicized the History meetings.

continued on page 5.....
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ORILLIA MUSEUM OF ART & HISTORY
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ALL
MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING
TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2008
at 7:00 P.M.

IN THE EDUCATION/ PUBLIC MEETING ROOM of
THE ORILLIA MUSEUM OF ART & HISTORY
FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

1. To elect or appoint three (3) directors to serve three-year terms;

2. To appoint one City of Orillia Councillor to serve an indeynite term;

3. To review and approve the ynancial statements for the yscal year ending
September 30, 2007;

4, To appoint an accountant for the Orillia Museum of Art & History; and

5. To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.

THE ABOVE NOTICE IS GIVEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH
BY-LAW NUMBER 1, SECTION 11.03

The Orillia Museum of Art & History,
30 Peter Street, South, Orillia, Ontario, L3V 5A9

Fax: 705-326-7828

Email: info@orilliamuseum.orq

Pr ograms Upc[ate! By Katie Calcaterra

at OMAH.

I am thrilled to announce that the Free Saturday
Drop-In for Art program has received new funding for
the year ending February 2009 from the Investment
Planning Council: Burton Team. This new funding will
help OMAH to continue to offer this popular program
which removes financial barriers by providing families
who might not otherwise participate in art programs
the opportunity to do so. This program also strives to
encourage togetherness, communication between parents
and children, and creative growth. On behalf of OMAH,
I would like to thank the Investment Planning Council:
Burton Team for their generous gift in support of this
important program.

S pring is proving to be an exciting time for programs

Every Saturday, throughout the spring/summer months,
professional artists Jennie Clark and Lisa Marshall will
be leading the Drop-In program and offering a variety of
art/craft activities downstairs in our education room from
1-2:30 p.m.. Take a mid-day break from the sun and enjoy
this exciting program! Play more, think less!

I am also excited to report that in March we printed our
first Art Program Guide: Spring/Summer 2008. This
guide includes twenty workshops and weekly art classes

for seniors, adults and children to choose from beginning
in May and running until the last weekend in August. Drop
by OMAH and pick up your copy today. All members
receive a 10% discount on any workshop or program.

Coming Up!

Summer Camp 2008 is on the go! The theme for the
8 weeks will be Recreating the Past: Ancient Art with
a Modern Twist. Each week campers will participate
in a variety of art activities that relate to a specific time
period, including but not limited to, Roman mosaics, relief
sculpture, medieval gargoyle sculptures, Egyptian mummy
masks, ancient cave paintings, and clay drawing.

Sessions begin July 14" and end August 30™. Please see
the insert for details.

I am also currently working on OMAH’s new Guided
Downtown Walking Tour. [ have been compiling
information that was passed on to me from Sim as well
as from the Orillia Municipal Heritage Committee and
the History Committee. Very soon I will have a draft of
the tour script and I will begin to create a brochure for
those visitors who would like a souvenir of their visit. The
current goal is to have the tour up and running by mid June
and the beginning of the tourist season.
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Exhibition Schedule and Upcoming Events

Free Saturday Family Drop-In for Art
Every Saturday from 1:00-2:30 p.m. Art activities led by
regional artists Jennie Clark and Lisa Marshall.

Annual Orillia High School Art Exhibition
May 6 to 24, opening reception Thursday, May 8,
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Admission by donation

* Introduction to Portrait Drawing with local artist
Richard VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, May 7, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.,

$50 + $10 material fee

*Portrait Drawing with Pastel with local artist Richard
VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, May 14, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.,

$50 + $10 material fee

History Speaker: Heather Kirk, “Mazo de la Roche”
Wednesday, May 21, 7:30 p.m.., St. Paul’s United Church

*New Beginnings Watercolour for Seniors (6 weeks)
Tuesdays from May 20 to June 24, 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
$120 including material fee

*Woven Birdhouse with artist Carey Nicholson (Adult)
Saturday, May 24, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
$30 + $5 material fee

*Heart Shaped Basket with artist Carey Nicholson (Adult)
Saturday, May 24, 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., $30 + $15
material fee

3rd Annual ODAC & OMAH All-Ontario Open Juried
Art Show

May 28 to August 3,

opening reception, Saturday, May 31, 7 p.m.

The Grant Family Film Preview
May 29, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. Call for details.

*Sock Monkeys with artist Jennie Clarke (Ages 12+)
Saturday, June 7 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
$45 including materials

*Introduction to Qil Painting with local artist Richard
VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, June 11, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,

$65 + $20 material fee

OMAH Annual General Meeting
Thursday, June 12, 7:00 p.m.

*Printmaking (2 sessions) with artist Jennie Clark (Adult)
Saturday, June 14 & 21 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,

$125 including material fee

*Open Air QOil Painting with local artist Richard
VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, June 18, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,

$65+$20 material fee
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*Mosaics with artist Tanya MacFarlane (Adult)
Saturday, June 28, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., $95 including
material fee

*Introduction to Watercolour I with local artist
Richard VanderMeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, July 2, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.,

$50 + $20 material fee

*Introduction to Watercolour II with local artist
Richard Vandermeer (15 yrs +)

Wednesday, July 9, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.,

$50 + $20 material fee

*Papermaking with artist Jennie Clark (Ages 7+)
Saturday, July 12, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
$45 including materials

*SKy, Clouds and Water with artist Elke Sholtz (Adult)
Saturday, July 26, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
$60 +$17 materials

Jack Reid Watercolours
August 5 to September 27,
opening reception Sunday, August 10, 2:00 — 4:30 p.m.

*African Djembe Drum with artist John Proctor (Adult)
Saturday, August 9, 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
$295 including materials

*PVC Pipe Drum with artist John Proctor (Ages 6+)
Sunday, August 10, 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
$80 including materials

*Concertina Photo Album with artist Hannah Lin (Adult)
Saturday, August 23, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
$50 + $10 material fee

*Bushel Basket with artist Carey Nicholson (Adult)
Saturday, August 30, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
$60 + $30 material fee

In Picasso’s Shoes
September 30 to November 29, member’s reception TBA

*Pick Up an Experience Art At OMAH Program
Guide for more information on our spring/summer
art workshops. 10% off all workshop costs for OMAH
members

Halloyre Speedie o

Now on the community art wall until 27th of May.
Signed images available at the Gallery Shop



Artifact Focus — by Anita Miles

ne of the more fascinating artifacts in our
Ocollection, of true local and indeed, national

significance, is a brass porthole with an intriguing
story attached to it.

In 1932, Alestair Hunter, an entrepreneur
with a flair for things mechanical and a
previous employee of Ditchburn Boats
Ltd. here in Orillia, bought the Ditchburn
factory after it went into receivership.
Between 1932 and 1939, the Hunter Boats
company was quite small, employing a
half-dozen or so employees, and built
only pleasure craft. After war broke out in
1939, the focus of the company changed
dramatically. By 1941, with a staff of 125, Hunter Boats’
only client was the Royal Canadian Navy, for which the
company made small craft such as 18’ bomb loading
dinghies. The naval contract Hunter Boats was most
famous for, though, was that of building Fairmile vessels.

The Fairmiles were named after the company in England
that designed them, and the company itself was named
after the community of Cobham Fairmile in Surrey, the
company owner’s hometown. The Fairmiles were speedy
little ships, only 112’ long, of shallow draught, and designed
“for submarine chasing.” A total of 1,284 Fairmiles were
made by the Allies during the war. These vessels served
to keep harbours and waterways free of German U-boats,
and also freed up the larger coast guard vessels for active
service by replacing them as rescue vessels. Later Fairmiles
were capable of speeds up to 22 knots. According to the

website at http://www.junobeach.org/e/4/can—tac—fai-|

, the vessel had only minimal weapons, including
two machine guns at the stern, a single three-pound gun at
the bow, and 20 depth charges.

But what do Fairmiles have to do with a random brass
porthole, you ask. Well, on October 13, 1943, while
finishing Fairmile Q-116, disaster struck. An explosion
and fire on board the vessel that evening resulted in the
death of Stanley Peacock, who was situated near the engine
room hatchway. Two men, in the engine room, suffered
severe shock and flash burns. Five men on the deck were
seriously injured and all seven were rushed to Soldiers’
Memorial Hospital. The men on the deck were, as Donald
Hunter writes in The Story of Hunter Boats, “blown up
into the air, then fell back down onto gun turrets, depth
charge chutes and other deck fittings.”

The damage from the explosion was significant. Hunter
continues, “The superstructure over the engine room was
completely blown off and part of it went through the side
of the plant....The [Orillia] Fire Department quickly put
out the fire that ensued and pumped gasoline for hours into

the lake; gasoline had leaked into the hull from a damaged
tank. There were 2500 gallons of 85 octane gasoline in the
three bullet-proof tanks on board.” The vessel was rebuilt
over the winter and launched in May of 1944. Later re-
christened the HMS Reindeer, it was one of
only six Fairmiles in use in the 1960s by the
navy as training ships.

Our brass porthole was from the infamous
Q116, one of many fittings that were damaged
in the explosion. It has been in our collection
since 1995, thanks to the late Donald Hunter,
the son of Alestair, and is currently on display
in our gallery.

Just imagine what would happen today if
2500 gallons of gasoline were pumped out into the lake.
Given the current price of gas, I can almost guarantee that
there would be people there with buckets and strainers,
attempting to collect it for their vehicles, not to mention
the reaction of environmental groups.

..... continued from page 2

In March members saluted Olive Schisler, whose monthly
History Newsletter “My Two Cents Worth” kept Orillia’s
History Society famous, far and wide across the land. What
made this publication outstanding was Olive’s mischievous
humour and her sincere care for every individual.

The April meeting celebrated all three of the Mulcahy
sisters, descendants of an Irish-French mercantile family
which has left an indelible mark on Orillia’s early history.
Lucille (Sue), Gertrude, and Jacqueline each made a
significant contribution to local life and to the formation of
our Museum’s collection and its present stature on Orillia’s
cultural scene.

Who’s next? At the May History Speaker Evening members
will honour Lloyd and Marilyn Dennis. This series of
tributes has been an initiative of Fayne Bullen, the current
Chair of the History Committee; its success has been
proven by the increased attendance and applause at every
meeting. The written record becomes part of the resource
base in the Museum’s Reading and Research room, since
each individual’s story commemorates significant events
which should not be forgotten with the passage of time.

On a different topic, recently the City of Orillia Culture
Department held an open forum on the future of the
historic Regan House. This 19" Century log home was
carefully dismantled and stored, two years ago, and there
is much interest in what should become of it: the use, the
location, and the cost of doing this appropriately. Only
one Museum member was present at the forum: the writer
of this column. Should we as a group be more proactive
in determining the future direction of Orillia’s past? At the
May meeting of the History Committee, information will
be available for you about the Regan House, and you will
be invited to express your own opinion.
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News From the Gallery Shop

by Melissa Launchbury

Norman

Mann, will
grace the OMAH’s
Shop shelves
beginning in May.
For over a decade,
John Proctor, the
owner of Earth =
Tones, has been 4 i AR - -
drum making and oking for the perfect Motherés ay Present
drumming first as
a hobby, but now as his full-time occupation. John has
led workshops at the Haliburton School of The Arts and
at the Mariposa Folk Festival. This August, he will bring
his talent of percussion to OMAH for two workshops and
until then, the Museum Shop will be selling his drums to
those who feel the beat, but may not have time to try their
hand at assembling one. The African Djembe goat skin
drums in the Museum and Gallery Shop will range in size,
decoration and price. Once you start drumming, you never
lose the beat.

The works from two new artisans, John Proctor and

Norman Mann, aka The Rock Mann, has been carving
catlinite, commonly referred to as pipestone, for several
years. The reddish-brown pipestone has no quartzite in
its composition, making it perfect for carving and cutting
through. Freshly carved pieces tend to be dull and lighter,
but worked with the hands the red hue darkens and the
piece begins to look polished. The reasonably priced
pieces that Norman has brought in are small feathers and
arrowheads on either keychains or necklaces and he is
donating the proceeds to OMAH.

As always, OMAH’s Gallery Shop is full of gift ideas for
Mother’s Day.

Don’t forget, May is Museum Month! Make history, shop
at OMAH’s Gallery Shop!

Wish List

*  Fairly Large Clothing
Trunk for dressup
clothing in the
Children’s Gallery

e Bricks to line the
garden areas at the
side of OMAH, please
bring one brick as an
example.

*  Sturdy Metal Shelving
Racks 12” deep

*  Hostas and other hardy
perennials

Banner creation is underway.
Katie and Leslie have been
contacting the painters and the
education room is now one of Orillia’s busiest venues.

Visitors from near and far came to learn more about a
hidden legend. Special thanks to the Torrance family for
all of their assistance. The symbols of Canada exhibit
proved to be on of the most popular exhibits of the past
year delighting young and the not so young alike.

View of Ada Bruce Torrance exhibit featured at OMAH from
March 5 to May 3, 2008

them. Thank You.

To date, OMAH has received $36,995 from its generous donors, including $6,500 from corporate donors, since
launching its sustaining fund campaign in October. If you have not yet made a donation to this cause, please do so.
Our goal this year is up from last year — $40,000, to support museum programs and the budget needed to deliver

Muse News is published by the Orillia Museum of Art & History six times a year. Muse News is available free

of charge with a current membership. The museum gratefully acknowledges the financial assistance of its

members and supporters.

The museum is a registered charitable organization No. 13723 0587 RRO0001.

The Orillia Museum of Art and History gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. The Ontario Trillium Foundation, an agency of the Ministry of Culture, receives annually $100
million of government funding generated through Ontario’s charity casino initiative. The Foundation provides
grants to eligible charitable and not-for-profit organizations in the arts, culture, sports, recreation, environment

and social service sectors.
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