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News from the Director/Curator

Thank you, thank you, thank
you for all the warm welcomes
| have received from the
people of Orillia. 1 can tell you that
you have all made me feel very much

at home and | have appreciated all the
well wishes.

The paid and unpaid staff have been
patient, helpful and supportive and
my special thanks go out to these
hardworking individuals. 1 have
already had to say goodbye to Melissa
(Administrative Assistant), Kate and
Michelle (summer students).

The last month has been spent
bringing myself up to speed with
as many of the processes and
procedures of the Orillia Museum of
Artand History as I can. 10m learning
everything from ynishing off existing
grants, to how and when to wind the
clock in the tower. | have already
met with the OMAH board and am
looking forward to meeting with the
History and Art committees. | also
was involved in my yrst art opening,
the works of Jack Reid and was
honoured to introduce guest speaker
Peter Trueman.

The staff have been and will be
busy identifying and applying for
grants, for employment, operating
and capital costs. We have been
fortunate in having our application
to Katimavik approved and will be
hosting six youths over a nine month
period starting in late September.
These individuals will help us with
exhibits, collections, education and
front desk duties.

During the next budget year we will
be looking to maximize our staff

contingent by increasing revenues
and decreasing costs.  The last
Trillium grant allowed the Museum

to hire some professional staff
in administration, education and
collections/exhibits and it is my

goal to maintain this level of care for
OMAMH, under our own steam.

In closing, | welcome any partnerships
and ideas. Please feel free to phone,
email or drop in to share your thoughts
on how OMAH can continue to grow
and serve your needs.

Sincerely,
Gloria Taylor, Director/Curator

Peter Trueman, Gloria Taylor, Jack Reid

Gloria Tayloros Meet & Greet

n August 20™, the community
Owarmly welcomed our new

Director/Curator, Gloria
Taylor. The Orillia Museum of
Art & History would like to thank
everyone who attended to show his
or her support, including the city
counsellors, local business owners,
organization representatives and
individuals who took the time out
of their busy days to help make this
event such a success.



Our Two Centsi Worth 9 from the History Committee

elcome to a new season
of History matters at _ _gfis
OMAH. At the yrst =

History Speaker Evening, on
Wednesday October 15" at
St. Paulis United Church, Dr _4
Larry Black will tell of fiThe
Russian ~ Connectiond in
twentieth-century Canadian ]

history. It seems that Canada made a positive
impression on a Russian Ambassador; were we the
model for a kinder, gentler USSR? Dr. Black has
published widely on historical topics, in his own
books and in contribution to others. He began his
teaching career at Laurentian University, and later
came to Carleton University in Ottawa, where he has
the title of Professor Emeritus of History.

On November 19", Dr. Mark Rodway-Norman,
who is a medical rather than a scholarly doctor,
will help us to peer inside the experience of fiShell
Shock and Post-Traumatic Stresso, as it affects those
who have been the victims of war, natural disaster,
and terrorism. A hundred years ago these invisible
wounds were not understood or properly cared
for; research into the mind and the emotions has
gradually made possible their treatment by modern
psychiatry.

Januaryis meeting will bring us something out
of the ordinary: the Great Sir John A. Day Debate.
Brilliant orators will present to our breathless
audience the case for a new name for the May 24"
holiday weekend. Should it commemorate a former
British Queen, or should it honour the yrst Prime
Minister of our modern nation? Youill be relieved

to know that no one will argue to eliminate that
important spring holiday weekend, just to rename
it! Following the debate, the History Committee
will launch a public petition, to be submitted to
Parliament after wide circulation

A collection of important historical photographs
has been made available to the History Committee
for electronic copying, by Mrs. Dora Noy, a long-
time member of the former Historical Society. Dora
Noy belonged to the well-known Vick family. In
the late 1800is, her grandfather George Vick was
the proprietor of a local commercial empire which
grew to include a grocery, an emporium for teas and
imported fruits, a bakery and fancy pastry shop, and
a pour milling business. Dorafs grandmother had
been brought to Orillia as a six-month-old infant in
1832, the yrst European baby in this tiny community.
Mr. and Mrs. Vick lived above the earlier stages of the
expanding store with their nine children. Eventually
George Vick built a beautiful manor house for his
family, a three-acre property on the brow of the
escarpment to the west of the cityis downtown area.

With the advice and guidance of Marcel Rousseau,
our Research and Reading Room mastermind, a
selection of these images will become part of the
visual archives that can be used in many ways by
OMAH researchers. Some of the earliest photos
come in the form of stereoscopic views of the town,
from the 1870is, for which Dora Noy still has an
authentic old-fashioned viewer. The photographs are
aspringboard for several intriguing stories of Orilliais
early days, which we hope will enhance forthcoming
History Committee publications.

Watercolour Workshops -
with Jack Reid, artist, instructor, author

Workshops begin each morning at 9:30 a.m. with Jack
doing demonstration painting of a chosen subject. The
demonstrations will include explanation of design, value
composition of subject, colour and four basic techniques.
Types of subjects demonstrated will be aspects of winter,
rain, mist and diffused subjects, coastal scenes of rocks,
beaches and tidal pools, water and repections of rural
scenes.

Following the demonstration, which usually lasts about
one to one and a half hours, students will then paint the
demonstrated subject or one of their own. Jack will

be available for personal help and guidance. Packed
lunches are suggested in order to give students more
painting time, or they may join others in watching Jackds
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instructional video. Jack will work one on one with each
student.

Location: Education Room at the Orillia Museum of
Art and History
30 Peter St. South, Orillia, ON, L3V 5A9

Hours: 9:30 T 3:30 p.m.

Fee: $150.00 + Tax

Deposit of $75.00 is required at time of registration. The
balance is due the yrst day of the workshop by cheque or
cash.

Dates: November 15 & 16, 2008, January 17 & 18, 2008
February 7 & 8, 2008

Registration forms can be picked up at the Orillia
Museum of Art and History. After registration an art
supply list will be mailed to you.

For any information please call Jack Reid at 705-325-
8040 NOT the Orillia Museum of Art and History



Programs Update! By Katie Calcaterra

Classic Car Show

n August 16", the Orillia Museum of Art and
History and the Orillia Heritage Centre partnered
to create a display of industrial artifacts from

Orillia outside of OMAH throughout the Classic Car
Show. Thanks to the contribution of numerous individuals

to this event, the museum had one of its busiest days with
an estimated 150 visitors.

Those who attended seemed eager to learn about the local
history of Orillia and get a glimpse of some of its most
prized industrial artifacts including, an Autotrac on a
Model AAO Ford, one of the last remaining Tudhope cars,
a fanning mill, Otaco toys, P & M signs, tools from the
Kilby Foundry, baby carriage g

and a desk made at Haywood
Wakeyeld, a beaver boat made
in Orillia, and a slideshow of
industrial photographs. Due to
the success of this event, there
is already discussion about
doing it again next year with a
different Orillia theme.

Fourth Annual Starry Night

n Saturday August 239 the local community
Owas treated to an evening of yne weather, good
company, pleasant music and intriguing artwork
for the fourth annual Starry Night walk. The event was a

huge success, giving numerous local artists the chance to
exhibit their work to an estimated 700 visitors.

OMAMH had the pleasure of displaying AiA Retrospectiveo
by Jack Reid, and David Hawkefs iOver the Edgeo. Both
artists were in attendance, which gave visitors a unique
opportunity to communicate with the artists themselves.

Planning has already begun for the Fifth Annual Starry
Night, which certainly promises to be another success.
OMAH thanks all those who attended, and volunteers who
contributed.

Back to School

MAH instructors are gearing up for a new school
year ylled with exciting art and history programs.
This year we decided to keep the core programs

which have remained successful and add a few new
programs to the mix.

In September, Teodoro Dragonieriés il Dreamed | Was
In Picassobs Shoeso will be arriving at OMAH. With
this exciting new exhibition OMAH instructors took the
opportunity to design a new school art program. Students
will be invited to tour the gallery and learn about the art of
56 great artists whose work is displayed on various styles of
shoes. These artists some of whom include Picasso, Monet,
Van Gogh and Andy Worhol inpuenced the development of
art in the 20th Century. After the gallery tour, students will
explore Picassobs work and create their own painting on a 3
dimensional shoe in the style of Pablo Picasso. This school
program runs from October 8 to Nov 28,

Our art instructors have also been hard at work developing
a school program around the impressionist movement that
originated during the late 18006s in Paris called Claude
Monet: Making the Right Impression. This new program
will be up and <=

running in January
when students go
back to school from
the holiday break.
Students will study
impressionist
paintings and
explore  elements
of design and
composition.
They will have
the opportunity to
create their own
piece of work using chalk pastels in the style of Claude
Monet. This will become a permanent program delivered in
classrooms or at the museum.

I would also like to put a call out to volunteers who would
like to be involved in helping to develop one new history
program that can be up and running by this January. We
currently have three permanent history programs including
Orillia Heritage: a Walk through Time which focuses on early
settlers and First Nation peoples in and around Orillia, Life of
a Squire which focuses on life during the Middle Ages, and
Uncovering the Truth an archaeological dig. However, | am
looking to further develop the history programs for schools
and welcome any research or ideas. If you are interested
please contact Katie Calcaterra at 705-326-2159.
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Exhibition Schedule and Upcoming Events

Free Saturday Family Drop In for Art
Every Saturday from 1:00-2:30 p.m. Art activities led by
regional artists Jennie Clark and Lisa Marshall.

Images Tour Preview
September 8 to October 4, 2008
Community Art Wall

I Dreamed | Was In Picassods Shoes
September 30 to November 29, memberds
Opening reception TBA

Quiet Light: Anita Leeman
October 10 to November 29, 2008
Community Art Wall

Introductory Drawing Course for Youth ages 9-13
with artist Elizabeth Schamehorn

Wednesdays from 4:00 T 5:30 p.m.

September 17 T October 22, 2008

History Speaker: Dr. Larry Black fiThe Russian
Connectiono
October 15, 2008, 7:30p.m.

Introduction to Life Drawing Course

For adults ages 18+ with artist Elizabeth Schamehorn
Mondays from 7:00 T 10:00 p.m.

October 20 T November 24, 2008

Festival of Banners on Display
October 28 T Nov 1, 2008

Festival of Banners Gala and Silent Auction
November 1, 2008

Intermediate Drawing Course

for Youth ages 9-13 with artist Elizabeth Schamehorn
Wednesdays from 4:00 T 5:30 p.m.

October 29 to December 2, 2008

Watercolour Workshop
with artist Jack Reid
November 15 & 16, 2008
9:30 - 3:30 p.m.

History Speaker: Dr. Mark Rodway-Norman fiShell
Shock & Post Tramatic Stress in War, Terrorism and
Disastero

November 19, 2008, 7:30p.m.

Watercolour Workshop
with artist Jack Reid
January 17 & 18, 2008
9:30 T 3:30 p.m.
Watercolour Workshop
with artist Jack Reid
February 7 & 8, 2008
9:30 T 3:30 p.m.
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Kidsb Introductory Drawing
(Ages 9-13)

Every Wednesday from 4:00 to 5:30 ﬁ
p.m. Kids are invited to participate in this r
beginnerés after-school drawing program.
This 6 week course starts September 17th
and runs until October 22nd.

Instructor: artist Liz Schamehorn.
Fee: $90 (Materials provided) Class size limited to 10

For registration information contact Katie Calcaterra at
The Orillia Museum of Art and History 705-326-2159

Kidsb Intermediate Drawing
(Ages 9-13)

Every Wednesday from 4:00 to 5:30
p.m. Kids are invited to participate in
this intermediate after-school drawing
program. This course is for kids

who have had some experience drawing or have taken
previous drawing instruction. This 6 week course starts
October 29th and runs until December 3rd.

Instructor: artist Liz Schamehorn.
Fee: $90 (materials provided) Class size limited to 10

For registration information contact Katie Calcaterra at
the Orillia Museum of Art and History 705-326-2159

Life Drawing From a Model
Instructor artist Liz Schamehorn

This course is open to anyone over
the age of 18. No previous drawing
experience is required. This six week
course includes short-pose gesture

&

drawing and long-pose ynished work. Classes will take
place Monday nights from 7:00 T 10:00 p.m. starting
October 20th and running until November 24th.

8 Deadline for registration is
Tuesday, October 14. Materials
provided.

For registration information
contact Elizabeth Schamehorn
705-323-3374 at Peter Street
Fine Arts.



Exhibitions

Jack Reid C.S.P.W.C. T A Retrospective

rom August 6 to September 26, OMAH is hosting
Fan exhibition of the paintings of decorated Canadian

artist Jack Reid, a member of the Canadian Society
of Painters in Watercolour, and a self-taught watercolour
artist with a career that has spanned six decades. His work
can be found in a variety of major galleries and private and
corporate collections, including at Windsor Castle in Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth I16s personal collection.

The ofycial opening took place on Sunday, August 10,
from 2 to 4 p.m. with a presentation by Order of Canada
recipient Peter Trueman. The opening was a great success
with over 200 visitors.

Be sure not to miss your chance to see this exciting
showing of dazzling watercolour paintings, or to purchase
one to take home!

| Dreamed | was in Picassods Shoes

Teodoro Dragonieri  brings
his imaginative way of

discovering the history
of modern painting to OMAH
from September 30 to
November 29, 2008. While
working at the Art Gallery of
Ontario, Dragonieri noticed
paint droppings on his shoes
and began to think about the
styles of other artists T notably
Pablo Picasso, Andy Warhol,
Vincent Van Gogh, and Paul
Cezanne T and how he might apply their styles and most
identiyable works to a common object T the lowly shoe.

In this exhibition, commonplace shoes are transformed to
represent the art of 56 great artists whose work inpuenced
the development of 20" century art. Brightly painted
green and orange Andy Warhol shoes are adorned with
Campbell soup cans, while on another pair, a Van Gogh
vibrating yellow sun looks down over a pastoral scene
from Southern France.

Born in Bari, Italy, Teo Dragonieri came to Canada when
he was 10, obtained a yne arts degree from York University
and was an artist-in-residence at the AGO. He comes
from a long line of builders and artists, and yrmly believes
that, filtds innate for people to create; itds what makes us
human.d Today, Dragonieri is a multi-disciplinary artist
and educator and is well known for his work in collage,
drawing and mask-making. His credits include Torontods
Illuminato event, the National Arts Centre, Soulpepper
Theatre Company, Theatre Ontario, the Canadian Institute
of Theatre Technology, Sears Ontario Drama Festival,
Tarragon Theatre, Second City Theatre Company and the
Art Gallery of Ontario.

Festival of Banners Exhibition, Gala and Silent
Auction

rom May to October of 2008, the heart of Orillia

Fhas been decorated with 175 beautiful, vibrant, one-

of-a-kind banners. The theme of this yeards festival

was fiMemories of Mariposao, and Orilliaés downtown was
transformed into an outdoor art gallery.

From October 31 to November 8, 2008, the banners will
be on exhibition at the Orillia Museum of Art & History.
This unique and exciting event will see the walls of the
Sir Samuel Steele Memorial Building transformed into a
colourful and vibrant showplace.

A Silent Auction and Gala will also be held on November
1, 2008 in order to raise funds for next yearts Festival.
Dondt miss your opportunity to buy an original piece of art
from your community!

Please note that this yeards Festival of Banners souvenir
guide is available for $2.00 at OMAH with all proceeds
going to next yeards Festival.

Quiet Light, an exhibition by Anita Leeman will be
on display at OMAH on our community art wall
from October 10 to November 29, 2008

nita Leeman is a British born artist who moved to
ACanada at a young age and now resides in Orillia.

Her current work takes great inspiration from her
observations of her resident community.

As a girl of six or seven, Anita remembers walking to
school in the countryside of Lincolnshire. The hedges, the
yelds, the trees, the crows and the fog, all made lasting
impressions. Being moved from one country to another
instilled greater observations, greater comparisons and
greater inspirations. These skills coupled with a need to
communicate through artwork helped her to graduate with
honours at the Ontario College of Art and Design.

Now, she divides her creative time between commissions
and her own work. Her most recent watercolours have
been shown at Starry Night 2008, the ODAC & OMAH
3rd Annual All-Ontario Open Juried Art Show 2008 where
she won the Peoples Choice Award, and the International
Womends Day Art Show 2008.

filtds about the light, what time of day it is, what season,
how much moisture is in the air, etcé These are
considerations during the art process. Of course, there
has to be the emotioné Whatés felt initially is hopefully
evoked in the viewer.0

Anitads artistic studies and observation of human nature is
ongoing. The idea of understanding human emotion and
making it part of the character of her work will continue to

breathe life into her art.
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Artifact Focus d by Anita Miles

Let There Be Lighté ..

e recently
received a couple
of old-fashioned

gauges which came
originally from the Orillia
Water, Light and Power
Commission. During one of the reyts in the middle of the
last century, the two gauges, a voltmeter and an ammeter,
were removed to make way for more sophisticated gauges.
One of the Commissionds long-time employees took them
home with him to save them from an ignominious end in
the trash heap, and they stayed in the family until they
were given to us earlier this summer.

It would seem that the gauges came from the old power
substation on West Street. The brick substation and its
neighbouring building, the administration ofyce, are now
gone, having made way for the municipal parking lot to the
north of the Opera House.

Orillia was one of the earliest towns to adopt electric
lighting. In 1887, they built a steam power generating
plant where Victoria Park is now, which had two 100-
horsepower steam engines. This little plant was able to
supply power for 45 arc lamps (one of which we own, a
real brass behemoth) and 2,300 incandescent lights for
public and private use. At a rough estimate, this would
be about as many bulbs as would power about 50 average-
sized households today. It would seem that the plant was
somewhat undependable: we have in our collection a letter
from August 3, 1895 by R. Henry Mainer to his friend in
California, written while he was stafyng his fatherés store
after 9 obclock on a Saturday night: fiEverything is black
on the streets tonight as something went wrong at the
Electric light plant and the lamps have all gone out.0

To increase the power capacity, the town began to look at
building a new plant, a filong-distanced one. According
to a little booklet published by the Orillia Water, Light &
Power Commission in the 1960s, an engineering crew set
out to the proposed location for the plant in February of
1898, on snowshoes, and portaging a canoe. They crossed
Sparrow Lake facing rough winds, and fi Mr. Jarette bailed
the canoe with his Christie.0 (A type of hat.) The canoe
sank on a sandbar on the other side of the lake. Perhaps
not astonishingly, one of the member of the group refused
the cross the lake by canoe for the return trip, and instead
walked out on his snowshoes. The Ragged Rapids plant,
as it was known, was built in 1899, later followed by
two other plants: the Swift Rapids plant and the Minden
plant.

The onewd Orillia Water, Light & Power administration
building was built in about 1950 on the southwest corner
of Coldwater and West streets, and is now the Community

living building.
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2008 Images Thanksgiving Studio

Tour Preview Show
at The Orillia Museum of Art and History.

September 9 to October 4, 2008

select group of regional artists are busy preparing
Afsor the 25th anniversary of the Images Thanksgiving
tudio Tour, a popular fall event for both locals and

visitors to this beautiful area.

The Orillia Museum of Art & History will be hosting a
unique display to preview some of the new work that will
be seen on this yeards tour. From September 9 to October
4 visitors to the Museum will see a selection of artwork
from many of the 2008 Images Studio Tour artists. Come
to the Museum to get a taste of this wonderful event and
pick up your new Studio Tour brochure.

The preview show at the Museum will include an amazing
selection of pottery, paintings, photography, metalwork,
jewellery, wood carving and basketry by such well-known
local artists as Roger and Heather Kerslake, Jimi McKee,
Jan Wheeler, Tony Bianco, Arnold Nogy, Dave Beckett,
David and Juliana Hawke, Deb Brown, Stefanie Moy-
Shuster, Pam Allen, Rebecca Allen, Ron Hill, Kimberley
Campbell and
Marlene Bulas.

The Images
Studio Tour
is one of the
longest-running
studio tours in
the province,
originating in
1984 in the
Barrie area with
nine studios showing the works of 20 local artists on
Thanksgiving weekend. The event has gradually expanded
to 24 studios located in Barrie, Orillia and the scenic
countryside in between. This highly acclaimed, self-guided
tour takes you to see fascinating studios, view original
artwork and meet over 40 of this areads ynest artists and
artisans. This tour has earned a reputation for high quality
work and attracts thousands of visitors each year.

The Tour has the support of many local businesses,
including the Casino Rama Community Wellness Program,
Rogers Television and Apple Annies. In the spirit of
Thanksgiving, the Images Studio Tour will again collect
donations for the Orillia and Barrie area food banks.

Studios will be open from Friday, October 10 to Monday,
October 13 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. The Tour is
free and self-directed, making it an ideal outing for family
and friends over the Thanksgiving weekend.



A Summer Experience from our summer students point of view.

Thank You

On behalf of all OMAH staff and volunteers | would like
to thank Kate Zubczyk (Museum Assistant) and Michelle
Smith (Archives Assistant) for their incredible work this
past summer. With Kate and Michelleés dedicated and
consistent help, OMAH was able to successfully tackle
many long awaited projects. We wish them much luck in
the future.

Sincerely,
Katie Calcaterra, Programs Coordinator

Michelleés Last Words By Michelle Smith

I have found the last three months as an archives assistant
very rewarding. | have enjoyed the museum atmosphere
and my wonderful co-workers. | have learned much about
art, the inter-workings of a museum and the preservation
of historical artifacts. | was handed the task of cataloguing
and digitizing the massive Packet & Times collection. |
have described and scanned over 1600 photographs and
catalogued 240 yles. In doing so, | have learned a great
deal of information about Orillia and the surrounding area
dating back to the late 1950s. From my experiences this
summer, | am considering going in the museum yeld after
graduation. | have enjoyed every aspect of working at the
museum this summer

Calling for Volunteers

Front desk help is needed T must be computer
literate and have an interest in display and
gift shop merchandising.

*Availability for Friday and Saturday shifts an asset.

Kateds Last Words by Kate Zubczyk

Working at OMAH as a Museum Assistant this summer
has been a privilege and a great pleasure. | could never
fully express my gratitude to the OMAH staff, members,
volunteers and Board for making this one of the most
valuable, educational and fun-ylled job positions that |
could ever have hoped to hold.

Throughout the past three months, | have had the
opportunity to work closely with our Programs Coordinator
Katie Calcaterra, and Administrative Assistant Melissa
Launchbury. As a result, I have learned much about the
daily obligations required to manage a museum, the
running of childrends summer camps and both adult and
childrenés workshops, and other unique programs such
as the Nostalgia program. As well, the chances | have
had to work with Collections Manager Anita Miles have
taught me about hanging an exhibition, and a little about
accessioning and caring for artifact collections. Working
here has allowed me to learn much about local history,
and being a tour guide for the downtown walking tour has
helped me to appreciate the beauty of our town.

One of my tasks this summer was to have the permanent
history exhibition panels translated into French, Ojibwa,
and Cantonese in order to make OMAH more accessible.
It was quickly realized that the focus should be on French
and unfortunately, the project had not come to fruition
during my time here. However, | am very pleased to
announce that Dr. Beatrice Vernier-Larochette, an Assistant
Professor at Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, has just
recently volunteered to translate the panels. As a result, |
will remain a part of the OMAH community as a volunteer
during my third year at Trent University where | can work
electronically on a ynished product.

Once again, | would like to thank everyone at OMAH for
their patience and kindness, and for making me feel very
much a part of the community and family, and thank you to
the staff for giving me this incredible opportunity to work
in my desired yeld!

— ,-'.!k )

Anita Miles, Katie Calcaterra, Michelle Smith, Kate Zubczyk, Melissa
Launchbury, Gloria Taylor
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