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News from the Director/Curator ð by Gloria Taylor

Hours of Operation
Tuesday ï Saturday

10am to 4pm

Research Room Hours
Tuesday ï Thursday

1pm to 3:30pm

The snow is gone and the 
birds are singing.  Spring is 
definitely my favourite time 

of year.
Spring is also the time that OMAH 
notifies the local high schools 
regarding our scholarships.  We 
are very privileged to have two 
scholarship funds, one for History 
and one for Art.
The Allan Ironside History Scholar-
ship offers $200 to an outstanding 
student of History in each of the four 
High Schools.  This fund was started 
in his memory by family members and 
friends.  Mr. Ironside was described 
as an Adventurer and Historian, with 
a great interest and love for history.  It 
was his belief that history should be 
written down or it would be forgotten.  
By being able to offer this support to 
upcoming historians, his beliefs are 
being honoured.
The Georgia McLellan Fine Arts 
Scholarship, is for Orillia High School 
students entering visual arts studies at 
the post secondary level.  Students 
must apply and the winner(s) will be 
chosen by a scholarship committee.  
Ms. McLellan spent her life teaching, 
discovering and experiencing new 
ideas.  Her endowment of the Fine 
Arts scholarship reflects her lifelong 
passions for education, the arts and 
for helping people to improve their 
opportunities.
As most of you are aware, I have not 
served a full year at OMAH yet and 
am still discovering the history of this 
great institution. My newest discovery 
is that OMAH will be celebrating 
its 10th anniversary in August. This 

means that for the last ten years 
we have combined history and art 
successfully and everyone should be 
very proud of this accomplishment.
I would be remiss in my new duties 
if this milestone was not celebrated.  
Therefore, there will be a display in 
the foyer on Our Past, Our Present 
and Our Future, starting in May.  As 
well we will  be having a 12ò x 12ò 
art exhibit inspired by historic images 
in the main gallery.  On August 
13th we will be hosting an opening 
reception for the 12ò x 12ò show 
and celebrating our 10th anniversary.   
Members and the public are invited to 
join us for a piece of cake, between 
6pm & 8:30pm. 
In closing, I would like to invite 
anyone who wishes to support OMAH 
to volunteer, become a member, 
purchase gifts in our gallery shop or 
make a much needed donation.

ñ15th Annual Orillia high School Art Exhibitionò 
OMAH would like to thank all of the High school 
teachers and students who contributed to the 
exhibition. It was a great success! 
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Current & Upcoming Exhibitions

Memories of My Mother
April 22nd to June 27th 2009
The Orillia Museum of Art and History is proud to be 
showing ñMemories of My Motherò, a collection of heart-
stopping hand-hooked art pieces dedicated to mothers. 
Each piece is so individual and personal; often the artist 
has used fabrics, fibres, and other embellishments that are 
connected to the person depicted or paid tribute to in their 
work. 
The driving force behind this exhibition, Sybil Mercer 
of Southampton, ON is not only a talented rug hooker 
but has also inspired many 
to take up the art form. Her 
only daughter, Barb Mercer 
Nonnewitz, also has pieces 
featured in this exhibition.
The pieces in ñMemories of 
My Motherò will leave you 
with an appreciation of all 
the emotion that went into 
each detail.* ñMemoriesò is a 
special project in collaboration 
with Bruce County Museum 
and Cultural Centre and the 
individual artists.

OMAHôs 10th Anniversary 
A Decade of Collaboration
OMAH is celebrating its 10th Anniversary as an art and 
history museum with a 12 x 12 Art Show inspired by 
historic images from our collection.  A call for artists will 
go out on May 25.  Artists will be asked to submit a piece on 
12 x 12 canvas provided by the museum with a submission 
fee of $10 per piece.  Artists will gain inspiration from 50 
historic images provided by the museum and available 
on our website or in hardcopy at the museum.  These 
pieces will become part of an exhibition at the museum 
from August 11 ï August 29, 2009 and will be for sale for 
$200 a piece, with proceeds going towards the artist and 
the museum.   The opening reception will take place on 
Thursday, August 13, 2009 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. Join us for 
some great art, history and anniversary cake.

4th Annual ODAC & OMAH All-Ontario 
Open Juried Art Show
June 2 ï August 8, 2009
Opening Reception: July 11, 2009 
The Orillia Museum of Art & History and The 
Orillia & District Arts Council are thrilled to be in 
partnership again for the 4th Annual ODAC & OMAH 
All-Ontario Open Juried Art Show.  This yearôs 
theme is transformation and we are expecting to see 
some amazing and unique pieces from artists across 
Ontario. For more information regarding this show 
please contact OMAH at 705-326-2159 or ODAC 
at 705-329-2333.  
Submission forms are 
currently available 
at OMAH, ODAC, 
Peter Street Fine 
Arts, Zephyr, and 
Shadowbox, as well 
as electronically if 
requested.

Celebrate Your Mom and Make Her Part 
of Our Exhibit
Throughout the ñMemories of My Motherò 
exhibition April 22 ï June 27, OMAH will dedicate 
one wall to celebrating our mothers.  For a donation 
of $50.00 to OMAH you can make your mother part 
of our exhibit.  You will need to provide OMAH with 
a good photograph of your mother and 2-3 paragraphs 
describing what you love about your mom.  We will 
hang an 8òx10ò framed picture of your mother along 
with a written statement dedicated to your mother.  
These photographs will remain throughout the 
duration of the exhibit for visitors to appreciate.  All 
donations go towards the cost of the exhibit and those 
who donate will receive a tax receipt.  Donations and 
photographs will be accepted up until Motherôs Day.

ñChildren Going to Schoolò by Basant Sharma

Come For an Excursion to 
OMAH & Experience 

òMemories of  My Motheró 
 
As Part of the Memories of My Mother exhibition, 
OMAH is offering excursions to the museum.  Groups 
can book ahead of time, view the exhibit, listen to 
a talk and watch demonstrations of professional 
rug hooking.  The cost is $7.00 per person which 
includes tea and cookies.  For more information or to 
book an excursion please contact Katie Calcaterra at 

705-326-2159.
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The Katimavik Connection: by Maxime L®ger

Bonjour, mon nom est Maxime L®ger, je viens de St-
Jean-sur-Richelieu, Qu®bec, une ville situ®e pres 
de Montr®al et je suis un participant de Katimavik. 

Ce programme môa amen® a passer 2 mois et demi dans 
cette belle communaut® quôest Orillia. 
La premiere chose qui môa frapp® 
lorsque nous sommes arriv® ici est 
la beaut® particuliere de cette ville, 
chaque commerce et chaque maison 
semble cacher une longue histoire. La 
gentillesse et lôhospitalit® des gens ici 
est formidable et jôen ai eu la preuve 
durant les quelques jours quôun autre 
participant de Katimavik et moi avons 
pass® chez la famille Webb, laquelle 
nous a accueilli comme un membre de 
leur famille. 
Pendant mon s®jour a Orillia, jôai ®t® 

appel® a travailler au Mus®e de Orillia ou jôai eu la chance 
de travailler avec Gloria et Katie, deux personnes qui 
donne beaucoup de temps pour apporter quelques choses 
de nouveau mois apres mois afin que le Mus®e reste une 
place int®rressante. Jôai aussi remarqu® a quel point les 
citoyens soutiennent le mus®e, côest beau a voir ! 
La raison pour laquelle jôai joint Katimavik est que depuis 
quelques ann®es je souhaite joindre la Gendramerie Royale 
du Canada afin de devenir policier. Ayant seulement 17 ans 
et que lôage minimum pour postulez est de 18 ans il me 
fallait attendre 1 an. Jôai donc d®cid® de joindre Katimavik 
afin dôapprendre ma langue seconde. Ce qui est plutot drole 
est quôune partit de mon travail au mus®e ®tait de travail au 
sous-sol avec les artefacts qui est en fait un ancien poste 
de police. Finalement jôai v®cus une belle exp®rience au 
Orillia et je vais en garder de tres bon souvenirs.

Hello, my name is Maxime L®ger, I am a Katimavik 
participant from St-Jean-sur-Richelieu, Qu®bec, 
a town located near Montr®al.  The Katimavik 

program brought me for two and a half months to your 
gorgeous community of Orillia. 
The first thing I noticed when we 
arrived was the particular beauty 
of this town.   Each store and each 
house seems to hide a long story. 
The kindness and hospitality of the 
people in Orillia is amazing.  This 
was proven to me when I spent a few 
days billeting with the Webb family, 
who treated me like a member of the 
family.
During the time I was in Orillia, I 
worked at the Orillia Museum of Art 
& History where I had the chance to 
work with Gloria and Katie, two ladies who give a lot of 
their time to bringing something new month after month 
in order to make the museum an interesting place to visit.  
I also noticed how the population supports the museum 
which is nice to see. 
The reason why I joined Katimavik was because in a 
couple of years I want to join the RCMP to be a police 
officer, however, the minimum age to apply is 18 years old 
and I am  only 17.  This meant that my options were either 
to work for a year or join Katimavik and learn English as a 
second language.   Katimavik seemed like the best choice.   
Interestingly enough part of my work at the museum was 
to work with the artifacts in the basement which used to 
be the old police station.   This allowed me time to learn 
about the history of the Sir Sam Steele building and its 
significance to the city of Orillia.
Finally I had a great experience in Orillia and I will 
remember it fondly.  

Call for Artists
 4th Annual ODAC & OMAH All-Ontario Open Juried Art Show

Showing at the Orillia Museum of Art & History from July 2 ð August 8, 2009
Opening Reception: July 11, 2009 

Theme: Transformation
The Orillia Museum of  Art & History and the Orillia & District 

Arts Council are thrilled to announce that entries are now being 
accepted at ODAC for the Juried Art Show. Applications can be picked 
up at ODAC (located on 37 Mississaga St., West.), OMAH, Peter Street 
Fine Arts, Zephyr Gallery and Shadowbox (located on Peter St. South).  

Applications can also be downloaded at www.orilliamuseum.org

Deadline for submissions is May 22, 2009
Mail Entry Form, Fee & CD to:
Orillia & District Arts Council,

37 Mississaga St. West,
Orillia, ON  L3V 6V7

 For further information please contact
 ODAC at 705-329-2333 or OMAH at 705-326-2159

http://www.orilliamuseum.org
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Orillia Museum of Art and History Annual 
General Meeting Notice to Members

Date of 2009 Annual General Meeting:
Thursday, June 11, 2009, at 7 pm at the Orillia Museum 
of Art & History, 30 Peter St S, Orillia, Ontario L3V 5A9.
Call for Nominations to the Board of Directors
OMAH would like to thank all members of our board 
for their significant contributions and years of dedicated 
service.
Board Positions Available
There are three (3) positions available on the Board of 
Directors to be filled at the Annual General Meeting. 
OMAH members in good standing are invited to 
put nominations forward.  Potential candidates are 
encouraged to apply, as OMAH highly values the 
qualities of enthusiasm and a willingness to contribute. 
Nominations Committee
A nominations committee is appointed annually and 
is comprised of OMAH members. The nominations 
committee proposes a slate of Board candidates for 
the membersô consideration at annual meetings, and 
is responsible for providing orientation to new Board 
members.
Nominations should include confirmation of active 
OMAH membership status and a brief professional 
biography.
Commitment Requirements for OMAH Directors

 ¶ Serve as charitable trustees; 
 ¶ Be willing to serve for a three-year term;
 ¶ Be available to attend regular meetings of the Board 

and associated committee meetings on a monthly 
schedule (a minimum 3 hour monthly commitment); 
AND;

 ¶ Be members in good standing of the Orillia Museum 
of Art & History. 

Objectives of the Search
OMAH is in an active process of strategic organizational 
renewal and refreshment. In addition to this yearôs search, 
three more Board positions will be available at the 2010 
AGM. We value an effective organizational climate, set 
and achieved by a strong and healthy Board and staff, 
making use of all available talents and skills in order to 
serve our mandate.  

Please forward your nomination to OMAH , Attention 
Ann Bobyk by email at info@orilliamuseum.org or in 
person to OMAH by Monday, June 8, 2009 by 4 pm. 

Exhibition Schedule and 
Upcoming Events

Memories of  My  Mother
April 22nd to June 27, 2009
Main gallery
Moving Water: Recent Works Based on Streams & 
Rivers
Richard Vandermeer
April 22nd ï May 30, 2009
Community Art Wall
Life Drawing with Liz Schamehorn
Beginning Monday, May 4 to June 14, 2009 
History Speaker Evening: Jack Cecillon, ñTurbulent 
Times in Ontarioôs Bilingual Schools (Rioting in 
Windsor)ò
May 20, 2009, 7:30 pm at St Paulôs United Church
The Three Museums Book Sale
Orillia Museum of Art & History
May 23rd and 24th

Doors Open Orillia
May 23rd and 24th 
New Works by Brian Tosh
June 2 to July 11, 2009
Community Art Wall
Streets Alive Outdoor Art Celebration
June 6-7, 2009
Peter Street Art Block, Downtown Orillia
Orillia Museum of Art & History Annual 
General Meeting
June 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
ODAC & OMAH 4th Annual All-Ontario Open 
Juried Art Exhibition
July 2 to August 8, 2009
Opening Reception: July 11, 2009
from 7 - 9p.m.
Main Gallery
OMAHôs 10th Anniversary Celebration &
12ò x 12ò Show
August 11 to August 29, 2009
Opening Reception: August 13, 2009, 6 - 8:30p.m.
Main Gallery
5th Annual Starry Night
August 22, 2009 from 7:30-11:00 p.m.
Downtown Orillia ï Peter and Mississaga Streets

mailto


The final History Speaker for this season 
will be Dr. Jack Cecillon from Orilliaôs 
Lakehead University campus, where he 

teaches various topics in Canadian History.  The 
subject will be, ñTurbulent times in Ontarioôs 
Bilingual Schools (Rioting in Windsor)ò.  
Weôll meet at 7:30 pm, on Wednesday May 
20th, in St. Paulôs United Church.  Itôs free, and you can enjoy our 
book table and social time after.  Having the University in this 
town gives the Historical side of OMAH additional resources for 
our lively and educational presentations.
Wendy Hutchings recently gave a light-hearted outline of the 
ñhistory of the Historical Societyò. This organization was 
founded nearly ninety years ago, in 1921!  After a lapse in 
the 1940s, It began again in 1953, ushering in a vigorous era 
of documentation of Orilliaôs past, by numerous members.  
The principal heroine of the fifties to eighties period was 
undoubtedly Grace Crooks, Orilliaôs Chief Librarian.  She 
arranged for the Library to be available for Society meetings, 
and for storage of the Historical Societyôs growing collection 
of local memorabilia; she also served as its secretary for many 
years.  Grace Crooks edited a memoir of early local settlement, 
ñMonty Leigh Remembersò, which was published in 1984.  The 
OHS has had a part in numerous publications over the years, and 
hopes to continue telling Orilliaôs story in this way.
Wendyôs own part of the memoir began when she joined in 
1979, and her talk provided much amusement, with anecdotes of 
outstanding individuals and social occasions over the years.  The 
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Our Two Centsõ Worth! ð by Qennefer Brown

ORILLIA MUSEUM OF ART & HISTORY
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF ALL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING

TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2009 
at 7:00 P.M. AT

THE ORILLIA MUSEUM OF ART & HISTORY
FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

1. To elect or appoint three (3) directors to serve three-year terms;
2. To review and approve the financial statements for the fiscal year ending 

September 30, 2008;    
3. To appoint an accountant for the Orillia Museum of Art & History; and
4. To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.

THE ABOVE NOTICE IS GIVEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH
BY-LAW NUMBER 1, SECTION 11.03
The Orillia Museum of Art & History,

30 Peter Street, South,
Orillia, Ontario, L3V 5A9

Tel:  705-326-2159    Fax: 705-326-7828
Email: info@orilliamuseum.org

Societyôs membership grew steadily, as did Orilliaôs population, 
and the meetings had to be moved from one venue to another.  
The Historical Society was a very participatory organization ï in 
its final year of independence, there were twenty-five defined 
positions on the Executive - so that executive meetings, fuelled 
by the leftover punch from semi-annual socials, tended to be 
very lively events in their own right.  In 1999, the Historical 
society amalgamated with the Sir Sam Steele Art gallery to form 
the present Museum.
The Research and Reading Room, a more recent historical 
initiative, continues to expand the resource material it offers 
to the public.  Marcel Rousseau reports some welcome recent 
acquisitions which include a complete five-volume set of the 
Simcoe Papers, probably compiled in the early 20th century.  We 
also now have a complete set of all seven publication of local 
Severn area history by Dr. Jim Angus, all of them written and 
self-published by Jim since arriving to ñretirementò in Orillia 
in the mid-1990s. Finally, the collection now has on CD the 
complete  minutes of the 1846 General Council of Indian Chiefs 
and Principal Men, held at the Narrows; involving the ñproposal 
for the removal of the smaller communities and the establishment 
of manual labour schools for the Indian childrenò.
The History Committee regrets that we were unable to book 
a speaker for this yearôs Carmichael Canadian Art Lecture; 
however, a guest speaker for next year in May has been  
confirmed.  The usual Pot-Luck Dinner in June will be held at 
Swanmore Hall; see you then!

mailto:info@orilliamuseum.org
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Research Room Update ð by Marcel RousseauPrograms Update! ð by Katie Calcaterra

May has finally arrived and with it warm weather and 
sunshine.  
OMAH is preparing to celebrate some new events this year 
and we are happy to be renewing some old partnerships. 
Throughout the month of April the museum was thrilled 
to host, for the 2nd time, banner painters downstairs in our 
education room for the 2009 Festival of Banners.  It is 
always wonderful to see artists of all ages painting together.  
The streets will soon be alive at the end of May when the 
banners are finally hung thanks to the contribution of over 
two hundred local painters.
Keep an eye out for the newest festival to hit Orillia, 
Streets Alive, a festival celebrating the arts.  On June 6 & 
7 Streets Alive will launch the 2009 Festival of Banners 
season as well as celebrate the arts in downtown Orillia on 
Peter St.  OMAH is happy to be a part of such a vibrant new 
festival and will be participating as one of the vendors.  
OMAH renewed its partnership with the Orillia & 
District Arts Council and together we will be hosting the 
4th Annual ODAC & OMAH All-Ontario Open Juried 
Art Show.  This year it will be showing in the summer 
from July 2 ï August 8 and the theme is transformation.  
The deadline for submissions is May 22, 2009.  For an 
application or for more information please contact OMAH 
at 326-2159 or email programs@orilliamuseum.org.  
Applications are also available at OMAH, ODAC, Peter 
Street Fine Arts, Zephyr Art Gallery, Shadowbox and on 
line at www.orilliamuseum.org.   
As the weather gets warmer and the streets start buzzing it 
will soon be time again for Starry Night! 

Post Card Memories from the Orillia Musium of Art & 
History, Maple Leaf Club 1943

In June, 1942 the St. James Church parish offered their 
Sunday school building to the Orillia Citizens War 
committee as a hostess house for the use of soldiers 

stationed in Orillia during World War II. Shortly after, 
under the direction of Edna Swinton, president of the club, 
a large sign was hung near the entrance and ñThe Maple 
Leaf Clubò became a home away from home for the many 
soldiers training in Orillia.  
The Department of National Defence leased 20 acres of 
land north of Brant Street at the end of Cameron Street that 
was the old driving park used for horse racing in the early 
1900ôs. Here they constructed a large camp called Basic 
Training Camp #26, used for recruits sent here for partial 
training and who, after assessment, were sent on to other 
units. 
Around 40 buildings including 30 large barracks, at least 
three for the use of women, housed up to 2,000 recruits for 
the next three years.  A large drill hall of over 10,000 sq. 
ft. was used for training and also for recreation with movie 
and dance nights held there. 
The men and women in camp were up at 6 am each day 
and finished their day at 5 pm giving them the freedom 
to spend evenings downtown. The Maple Leaf Club soon 
became the most popular place in town with 500 visitors 
on opening day and in its first year over 8,000 guests had 
registered to enjoy the activities hosted by the ladies of 
Orillia. The Maple Leaf Club featured a lounge, canteen, 
reading room, games room, tennis room and a writing 
room. The main hall was used for dances and Sunday 
evening sing-songs.               

Festival of Banner painters, OMAH education room

mailto:programs@orilliamuseum.org
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The Huronia Regional Centre (H.R.C.) creates a 
lot of interest within Orillia and the surrounding 
area. With the vastness of the grounds, the unique 

community-like feel, and the design of its buildings, it 
is no wonder that the H.R.C. stirs our curiosity. While 
working on a project with the Orillia Museum I came 
across a decorative dish from 1933. 
At first glance, it looks like many from 
the period, gold trimmed and hand 
painted. Upon closer examination 
however, the design is the furthest 
thing from being, what is today, 
ñpolitically correct.ò The Victorian 
building on the dish is ñThe Orillia 
Asylum for Idiots.ò I must admit that 
I had to take a second glance at this 
interesting artifact and determined that it was the object to 
focus on for this article. I have come up with two possible 
theories as to why the ñOrillia Asylum for Idiotsò was 
sold on a decorative dish at that time. However, a brief 
account of the buildingôs history is necessary to establish 
the premise for my argument.
The Orillia Asylum for Idiots was established in the 
mid-nineteenth century amidst conflict and concern for 
the welfare of the mentally ill in Ontario. Originally 
built as a hotel in the late 1850s on the sight of todayôs 
Champlain Monument in Couchiching Park, the asylum 
was active until 1870 when closed due to overcrowding 
and insufficient funds. The need for a facility to house the 
mentally ill continued to nag at politicians in Toronto. As 
a result, 150 acres of land on the shores of Lake Simcoe 
were purchased in 1885 to house, aid, and train those with 
mental disabilities.
The Ontario Hospital School, or the Ontario Hospital for 
the Feeble Minded, as it was later called, was situated 
on over 600 acres fronting Lake Simcoe. As the grounds 
expanded, the institution comprised eleven large cottage 
units to care for its 2000 patients and staff of nearly 400. 
Dr. Alexander Beaton, the first superintendent of the new 
facility and an extremely progressive figure for his time, 
had turned the asylum into one of Canadaôs leading centres 
for its work on ñtraining mental defectives.ò
After reading the historical background of the Asylum for 
Idiots, I am sure a lot of you are thinking the decorative dish 
sold as a way of recognizing the successes of the facility, 
which is certainly one possibility. Looking beyond its face 
value however, I find that there are two more compelling 
reasons for the dishôs existence. One, it was sold to make 
money for the facility at a time when government funding 
was low and two, it was sold much like a souvenir is 
sold at an amusement park; visitors to the hospital could 

purchase a dish to commemorate their visit to a ñzooò full 
of ñforeignò animals. I know you probably think that I am 
being cynical, but before you form any conclusions, let me 
back up my argument.
Becoming aware of the need for accommodation of 
psychiatric patients in 1857, Toronto chose Orillia as 

the site for the Asylum for Idiots. It 
is interesting that the City of Toronto 
would send their mentally disabled 
away for care. This seems to recognize, 
in the time of Social Darwinism, a 
desire to keep political cities, like 
Toronto, clean of the ñdegenerates in 
society.ò Any public outcry to such 
treatment was minimal. This lack of 

public interest in mental disabilities is evident from the 
absence of references to the Orillia Asylum in city and 
provincial newspapers. It seems as though the local Orillia 
papers were the only ones to mention the institution and 
the motivation here was mainly news, rather than genuine 
interest or concern for the residentôs welfare.
Dr. Beaton only confirms this nonchalant attitude. In 
many of his annual reports, Beaton criticizes the citizens 
of Orillia for showing unsympathetic treatment towards 
his institution. It is further apparent of Dr. Beatonôs 
incessant work in attempting to dispel the ignorance and 
apathy that many citizens held. He felt that visitors to 
the facility displayed a ñmorbid curiosity in the residents 
rather than a genuine interest in their welfare.ò Dr. Beaton 
supports this speculation, suggesting that many citizens 
in Orillia imagined the inhabitants ñas vile, repulsive, 
and dangerous creatures.ò Dr. Beaton further describes 
visitorôs reactions to the hospital, noting, ñMany are 
disappointed at not seeing more repulsive objects or some 
species of wild animalé.ò Added to these thoughts were 
the growing beliefs that mental illness was hereditary and 
associated with crime and immorality. These ideas are 
characteristically shown of the nineteenth century within 
the attraction and exhibition of Englandôs Joseph Merrick, 
the Elephant Man.
Into the 1930s, the staff of the Orillia Hospital School 
attempted to enlighten both the professional and public 
community on the various aspects of ñmental retardation,ò 
but with little success. The problem of mental illness 
continued to receive little publicity up until the end of the 
Second World War, when various public support groups 
were organized. It is interesting to note that the dish was 
sold in 1933 after much of Dr. Beatonôs fears had subsided. 
Was it a souvenir? Was it sold to make money for the 
facility itself? Maybe we will never know.

Artifact Focus ð by Caitlin Beresford



OMAHôs goal for its 2008 ï 2009 sustaining fund campaign is $60,000. This allows OMAH to increase the number of 
programs offered and better preserve local history. If you have not yet made a donation to this cause please do so. 
Your support makes OMAH possible.

Muse News is published by the Orillia Museum of Art & History six times a year. Muse News is available free 
of charge with a current membership.  The museum gratefully acknowledges the financial assistance of its 
members and supporters.  The museum is a registered charitable organization No. 13723 0587 RR0001.
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News From the Gallery Shop 

Calling for Volunteers
*  Looking for a volunteer to work at the front 

desk on Thursday afternoons.

Attention All Artists

The Orillia Museum of Art 
& History is accepting 
exhibition proposals.

Please go to our website for details
www.orilliamuseum.org

Spring is here and the gallery shop committee is 
redecorating and making room for some new stock.  
Included in our new arrivals is some much coveted 
jewellery by artists Gaia Orion, Jeanette Bartosik and 
Johnna Lee Dalrymple.
The gallery shop committee is also thrilled to have a new 
quilt rack so that we can finally display our beautiful 
quilts and silk scarves.  OMAH would like to thank Andy 
Cornelissa for donating the quilt rack and Elaine Milner  
for taking the time to hang each scarf and quilt.  

OMAH would like to welcome 
Angela Gilbert our newest Katimavik 

participant from Vancouver, Btitish Columbia.
She will be with us until June 15th.

The Three Museums Book Sale

May 23rd & 24Th

Saturday 10-4 and Sunday 12-4

The three museums book sale is a joint fundraiser 
between the Orillia Museum of Art & History, the 
OPP Museum and the Stephen Leacock Museum.  

We are all accepting donations of used books to sell 
at OMAH.  Proceeds will be divided equally between 

the three museums and will be used to support our 
many programs.

The location of the sale will take place at 
the Orillia Museum of Art & History, 30 Peter. St., 

South.  

Please help the museums and the environment and 
bring a cloth bag to carry away your treasures.

For more information or to donate books please 
contact Gloria Taylor at 705-326-2159


